| NSW Department of Education
Understanding and responding to literature
Quality literature recommendations –Stage 1
These books have been reviewed to support the implementation of the English K-2 Syllabus.
[image: A teacher reading a text to a group of young students.]
For further support, please contact english.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au 
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[bookmark: _Toc89099945]Overview
The quality literature recommended in this document are printed texts to support teaching and learning for English, Stage 1 with an explicit focus on the syllabus outcome – Understanding and responding to literature.
Outcome: EN1-UARL-01
Understands and responds to literature by creating texts using similar structures, intentional language choices and features appropriate to audience and purpose.
Content groups: context, narrative, character, imagery, symbol and connotation, perspective and argument, and representation.
Included are details about each text and its suitability for use across different stages of learning. In many instances, a text that is suitable for Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 is also suitable for Stage 2 and Stage 3, with minor adjustments. However, the same cannot be assumed the other way. It is strongly recommended that these texts are read aloud to model effective reading and strengthen students’ personal engagement with texts.
Schools are neutral places for rational discourse and objective study where discussion allows students to explore a range of viewpoints and not advance the interest of any particular group. All texts should be reviewed by staff prior to classroom use to ensure alignment with the department’s Controversial issues in schools policy. Texts presented to students as part of classroom activities should be:
age appropriate
sensitive to student needs
relevant to the curriculum
relevant with the school’s purpose and goals
consistent with the core values outlined in Values in NSW public schools policy.
While quality literature should always be prioritised, a variety of texts should also be used to deepen students’ understanding. Refer to Text requirements in the English K-2 Syllabus for further information. 

[bookmark: _Toc89099946]Key terminology
[bookmark: _Toc89099947]Mentor concept
A mentor concept is a clearly identifiable textual concept in a text. Exploring a mentor concept increases students’ understanding and appreciation of the text. Identifying the mentor concept in a text allows for effective planning that builds student understanding of reading and writing. The concepts in Stage 1 are: context, narrative, character, imagery, symbol and connotation, perspective and argument, and representation. 
[bookmark: _Toc89099948]Supporting concepts
Supporting concepts complement the mentor concept in the text. It is useful to identify the supporting concepts as including them may enhance student understanding of the text.
[image: ]
Figure 1 – diagram of three concept structure
[bookmark: _Toc89099949]What is quality literature?
To identify the quality literature featured in this resource, we considered the following questions:
Is the text widely regarded?
Do the images and/or graphics extend and enrich the meaning?
Does the text serve as a model text for students to compose their own text?
Does the text offer a new insight, open different interpretations and reveal new understandings, provoking rich discussions?
Does the text prompt critical and creative thinking and an emotional response?
Does the text provide opportunity to explore new vocabulary?
Is there figurative language? (for imaginative texts)
Is there strong characterisation? (for imaginative texts)
Is the plot or content interesting for my students?
Does the text support achievement of outcomes?
Does the structure of the text support learning?
The following quality literature recommendations were sourced from:
Suggested texts for the English K-10 Syllabus
Premier’s Reading Challenge texts
Children’s Book Council of Australia shortlists
Recommendations by teacher librarians and classroom teachers.
At the time of publishing, all reviewed books listed were available through reputable book stores. Many books may also be borrowed from local, school or department libraries, such as the Henry Parkes Equity Resource Centre. You can check the availability of these books through your school’s Oliver library. To access and search your library, please go to your portal and add My School Library to your essentials.
These cover images are displayed under Section 41 of the Copyright Act (1968) (“Fair Dealings”). If you are the copyright owner of one of these images and object to its display, please contact us at: english.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au 


[bookmark: _Toc89099950]Context
‘To understand context, we look beyond the text to consider the world in which it was produced and the worlds of its reception. Different contexts can have an effect on the meanings and values of similar content’ (English Textual Concepts and Learning Processes 2017)
To learn more, view Context video (5:24).
[bookmark: _Toc89099951]Identifying context 
To identify texts with the concept of ‘context’, look for texts that:
explore social situations with language and actions appropriate to that situation
depict situations which require specific language and behaviour
reflect aspects of students’ world
are composed for specific audiences and purposes
compare the text forms and features through show how the communication of information and ideas varies
demonstrate how different groups and cultures are represented.
[bookmark: _Toc89099952]Recommendations
Use these books to teach students to:
identify how the language and form of a text vary according to purpose, audience and mode
identify representations of groups and cultures in range of texts
recognise ways that settings and situations are represented within texts
create and re-create texts in a range of modes and media using understanding of context.


[bookmark: _Toc86413512]Boy
Author: Phil Cummings Illustrator: Shane DeVries 
ISBN: 9781760277055 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2018
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Boy written by Phil Cummings ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413513]A Year on Our Farm
Author: Penny Matthews Illustrator: Andrew McLean
ISBN: 9781862914926 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2003
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative
[image: Cover image of A Year on Our Farm written by Penny Matthews]
[bookmark: _Toc86413514]One Photo
Author: Ross Watkins Illustrator: Liz Anelli 
ISBN: 9780143783022 Publisher: Penguin Australia Pty Ltd Year published: 2018
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of One Photo written by Ross Watkins]
[bookmark: _Toc79156517][bookmark: _Toc86413515]Out
Author: Angela May George Illustrator: Owen Swan 
ISBN: 9781743629017 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2020
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Out written by Angela May George]
[bookmark: _Toc86413516]Stolen Girl 
Author: Trina Saffioti Illustrator: Norma MacDonald 
ISBN: 9781921248252 Publisher: Magabala Books Year published: 2011
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concepts: narrative; representation; character
[image: Cover image of Stolen Girl written by Trina Saffioti]
[bookmark: _Toc86413517]The Story About Ping
Author: Marjorie Flack Illustrator: Kurt Wise 
ISBN: 9780140502411 Publisher: Picture Puffin Books Year published: 1977
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative; character 
[image: Cover image of The Story About Ping written by Marjorie Flack]
[bookmark: _Toc86413518]The Treasure Box
Author: Margaret Wild Illustrator: Freya Blackwood 
ISBN: 9780143506904 Publisher: Random House Australia Year published: 2017
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concepts: imagery, symbol and connotation; narrative
[image: Cover image of The Treasure Box written by Margaret Wild]
[bookmark: _Toc86413519]Tom Tom
Author: Rosemary Sullivan Illustrator: Dee Huxley 
ISBN: 9781921504105 Publisher: Working Title Press Year published: 2010
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Tom Tom written by Rosemary Sullivan]
[bookmark: _Toc86413520]Vanilla Ice Cream
Author/illustrator: Bob Graham 
ISBN: 9781406370683 Publisher: Walker Books Year published: 2016
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Vanilla Ice Cream written by Bob Graham]
Narrative
‘Narrative is the communication of a sequence of related events into a story. A narrative is usually structured in such a way as to invite responder involvement. Narrative helps us make sense of our lives’ (English Textual Concepts and Learning Processes 2017)
To learn more, view Narrative video (3:51).
[bookmark: _Toc89099953]Identifying narrative 
To identify texts with the concept: ‘narrative’, look for stories that are:
imagined 
about real life experiences 
told through different modes and media 
structured with a clear beginning, middle and end (but not necessarily sequential)
inviting students to enter another world 
constructed for a particular audience or purpose 
clearly setting up expectations and allow predictions of actions and attitudes 
provoking an emotional response
told in multiple ways 
presenting a view of the students’ world.
[bookmark: _Toc89099954]Recommendations
Use these books to teach students to:
identify the sequence of events that make up a narrative in own and others’ texts
identify patterns in narratives that set up expectation and aid prediction of actions and attitudes
identify and appreciate how key messages in narratives evoke feelings
create and re-create narratives using understanding of narrative features.

[bookmark: _Toc86413524]A Bag and a Bird
Author/illustrator: Pamela Allen 
ISBN: 9780143784289 Publisher: Penguin Books Year published: 2017
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of A Bag and a Bird written by Pamella Allen]
[bookmark: _Toc86413525]Flotsam
Author/illustrator: David Wiesner 
ISBN: 9781849394499 Publisher: Andersen Press Ltd Year published: 2012
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Flotsam written by David Wiesner]
[bookmark: _Toc86413526]It’s a Miroocool!
Author: Christine Harris Illustrator: Ann James 
ISBN: 9781921541018 Publisher: Hardie Grant Children’s Publishing Year published: 2012
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of It's a Miroocool! written by Christine Harris]
[bookmark: _Toc86413527]Kate, Who Tamed the Wind
Author: Liz Garton Scanlon Illustrator: Lee White 
ISBN: 9781101934791 Publisher: Random House USA Inc Year published: 2018
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Kate, Who Tamed the Wind written by Liz Garton Scanlon ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413528]Last Tree in the City
Author/illustrator: Peter Carnavas 
ISBN: 9781912076550 Publisher: New Frontier Publishing Year published: 2017
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Last Tree in the City written by Peter Carnnavas]
[bookmark: _Toc86413529]Ollie and the Wind
Author/illustrator: Ronojoy Ghosh 
ISBN: 9780143785064 Publisher: Random House Australia Year published: 2017
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Ollie and the Wind written by Ronojoy Ghosh]
[bookmark: _Toc86413530]Otto the Book Bear
Author/illustrator: Katie Cleminson 
ISBN: 9781780080031 Publisher: Vintage Publishing Year published: 2011
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Otto the Book Bear written by Katie Cleminson ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413531]Peggy: A brave chicken on a big adventure
Author/illustrator: Anna Walker 
ISBN: 9780544259003 Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Year published: 2014
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Peggy written by Anna Walker]
[bookmark: _Toc86413532]Penguin in Peril
Author/illustrator: Helen Hancocks 
ISBN: 9781848778375 Publisher: Templar Books Year published: 2013
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Penguin in Peril written by Helen Hancocks]
[bookmark: _Toc86413533]Sebastian Lives in a Hat
Author: Thelma Catterwell Illustrator: Kerry Argent 
ISBN: 9781742991450 Publisher: Scholastic Year published: 2015 (first published 1985)
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Sebastian Lives in a Hat written by Thelma Catterwell]
[bookmark: _Toc86413534]The Most Magnificent Thing
Author/illustrator: Ashley Spires 
ISBN: 9781554537044 Publisher: Kids Can Press Year published: 2014
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of The Most Magnificent Things written by Ashley Spires]
[bookmark: _Toc86413535]The Wall in the Middle of the Book
Author/illustrator: Jon Agee 
ISBN: 9781760663490 Publisher: Scholastic Year published: 2019
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of The Wall in the Middle of the Book written by Jon Agee]
[bookmark: _Toc86413536]Tilly
Author: Jane Godwin Illustrator: Anna Walker 
ISBN: 9781760663728 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2019
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: character; imagery, symbol and connotation 
[image: Cover image of Tilly written by Jane Godwin]
[bookmark: _Toc86413537]Where the Forest Meets the Sea
Author/illustrator: Jeannie Baker 
ISBN: 9780744513059 Publisher: Walker Books Year published: 1990
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Where the Forest Meets the Sea written by Jeannie Baker]
[bookmark: _Toc86413538]Zen Shorts
Author/illustrator:  Jon J Muth 
ISBN: 9780439339117 Publisher: Scholastic US Year published: 2005
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concepts: character
[image: Cover image of Zen Shorts written by Jon J Muth]

[bookmark: _Toc89099955]Character
‘Character is a construct of verbal and visual statements about a fictional identity. Analysis of characters contribute to our own personal judgements about self, morals and values’ (English Textual Concepts and Learning Processes 2017)
To learn more, view Character video (2:31).
[bookmark: _Toc89099956]Identifying character 
To identify texts with the concept of ‘character’, look for stories that:
are imaginative texts
depict characters visually, verbally and/or through aural representations
describe characters with imagined thoughts, words and actions
represent characters through different modes and media
reflect lived experiences
invite positive or negative responses.
[bookmark: _Toc89099957]Recommendations
Use these books to teach students to:
identify how characters are constructed through different modes and media and through a combination of modes
identify how a character reflects their own or other lived experiences
compare and contrast characters in text
identify how characters can invite positive and negative responses
identify the language, dialogue, actions, images or music that create a reader response to a character
create and re-create characters in texts that demonstrate understanding of character traits.

[bookmark: _Toc86413542]Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day
Author: Judith Viorst Illustrator: Ray Cruz 
ISBN:  9780689711732 Publisher: Simon and Schuster Year published: 1987 (first published 1972)
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day written by Judith Viorst]
[bookmark: _Toc86413543]Enemy Pie
Author: Derek Munson Illustrator: Tara King 
ISBN: 9780811827782 Publisher: Chronicle Books Year published: 2000
Stage: Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Enemy Pie written by Derek Munson]
[bookmark: _Toc86413544]Giraffes Can’t Dance
Author: Giles Andreae Illustrator: Guy Parker-Rees 
ISBN: 9781841215655 Publisher: Hachette Children’s Group Year published: 2000
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Giraffes Can't Dance written by Giles Andreae]
[bookmark: _Toc86413545]Gorilla
Author/illustrator: Anthony Browne 
ISBN: 9781406352337 Publisher: Walker Books Year published: 2013
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Gorilla written by Anthony Browne]
[bookmark: _Toc79156025][bookmark: _Toc79156026][bookmark: _Toc79156027][bookmark: _Toc79156028][bookmark: _Toc86413546][bookmark: _Toc79156029][bookmark: _Toc79156035][bookmark: _Toc79156037]Hark, It’s Me, Ruby Lee!
Author: Lisa Shanahan Illustrator: Binny 
ISBN: 9780734416568 Publisher: Hachette Australia Year published: 2017
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Hark, It's Me, Ruby Lee! written by Lisa Shanahan]
[bookmark: _Toc86413547]Here Comes Stinkbug!
Author/illustrator: Tohby Riddle 
ISBN: 9781911631163 Publisher: Allen and Unwin Year published: 2019
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Here Comes Stinkbug! written by Danny Parker]
[bookmark: _Toc86413548]Parachute
Author: Danny Parker Illustrator: Matt Ottley 
ISBN: 9780802854698 Publisher: William B Eerdmans Publishing Co Year published: 2016
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Parachute written by Danny Parker]
[bookmark: _Toc86413549]Piggybook
Author/illustrator: Anthony Browne 
ISBN: 9781406313284 Publisher: Walker Books Year published: 2008
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Piggybook written by Anthony Browne]
[bookmark: _Toc86413550]Silly Billy
Author/illustrator: Anthony Browne 
ISBN: 9781423106852 Publisher: Walker Books Year published: 2007
Stage: Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Silly Billy written by Anthony Browne]
[bookmark: _Toc86413551]Stellaluna
Author/illustrator: Janell Cannon 
ISBN: 9780152062873 Publisher: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich Year published: 2020 (first published 1993)
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Stellaluna written by Janell Cannon]
[bookmark: _Toc79156042][bookmark: _Toc79156043][bookmark: _Toc86413552][bookmark: _Toc79156046]Spoon
Author: Amy Krause Rosenthal Illustrator: Scott Magoon 
[bookmark: _Hlk74312413]ISBN: 9781423106852 Publisher: Disney Hyperion Books Year published: 2009
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Spoon written by Amy Krause Rosenthal]
[bookmark: _Toc79156044][bookmark: _Toc79156045][bookmark: _Toc86413553]The Bad Seed
Author: Jory John Illustrator: Pete Oswald 
ISBN: 9780062467768 Publisher: Harper Collins Year published: 2017
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of The Bad Seed written by Jory John ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413554]The Brothers Quibble
Author/illustrator: Aaron Blabey 
ISBN: 9780143507062 Publisher: Penguin Books Australia Year published: 2015
Stage: Stage 1
[bookmark: _Toc79156047]Supporting concepts: narrative; context
[image: Cover image of The Brothers Quibble written by Aaron Blabey ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413555]The Deep End
Author: Ursula Dubosarsky Illustrator: Mitch Vane 
ISBN: 9780143305279 Publisher: Penguin Year published: 2010
Stage: Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of The Deep End written by Ursula Dubosarsky]
[bookmark: _Toc86413556]The Paper Bag Princess
Author: Robert Munsch Illustrator: Michael Martchenko 
ISBN: 9781773210292 Publisher: Annick Press Ltd Year published: 2018 (first published 1980)
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: imagery, symbol and connotation; representation
[image: Cover image of The Paper Bag Princess written by Robert Munsch]
[bookmark: _Toc86413557]The Recess Queen
Author: Alexis O’Neill Illustrator: Laura Huliska-Beith 
ISBN: 9780439206372 Publisher: Scholastic Press Year published: 2002
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of The Recess Queen written by Alexis O'Neill ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413558]Three
Author/illustrator: Stephen Michael King 
ISBN: 9781760664053 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2019
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: perspective
[image: Cover image of Three written by Stephen Michael King]
[bookmark: _Toc86413559]When Henry Caught Imaginitis
Author/illustrator: Nick Bland 
ISBN: 9781741695410 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2009
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of When Henry Caught Imaginitis written by Nick Bland ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413560]Willy the Wimp
Author/illustrator: Anthony Browne 
ISBN: 9781406356410 Publisher: Walker Books Year published: 2014
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Willy the Wimp written by Anthony Browne]


[bookmark: _Toc89099958]Imagery, symbol and connotation
‘Words and images can extend beyond their literal meaning’ (English Textual Concepts and Learning Processes 2017)
To learn more, view Connotation, imagery and symbol video (6:08).
[bookmark: _Toc89099959]Identifying imagery, symbol and connotation, 
To identify texts with the concept of ‘imagery, symbol and connotation’, look for texts that:
contain word choices which represent more than the literal 
include signs and symbols which represent or suggest things
are enjoyable due to imaginative use of language 
demonstrate simple figurative language 
contain word play that appeals to the senses 
include cultural symbols.
[bookmark: _Toc89099960]Recommendations
Use these books to teach students to:
identify figurative language and wordplay in texts
identify symbols and images in texts, and how they bring deeper meaning
create texts that include symbols, wordplay and figurative language
innovate from studied texts using wordplay and figurative language. 
[bookmark: _Toc85551768]

[bookmark: _Toc86413564]Amy and Louis
Author: Libby Gleeson Illustrator: Freya Blackwood 
ISBN: 9781865049366 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2007
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Amy and Louis written by Libby Gleeson]
[bookmark: _Toc86413565]Anemone is Not the Enemy
Author/illustrator: Anna McGregor 
ISBN: 9781922310118 Publisher: Scribe Publications Year published: 2020
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Anemone is Not the Enemy written by Anna McGregor]
[bookmark: _Toc86413566]Animalia
Author/illustrator: Graeme Base 
ISBN: 9780140559965 Publisher: Picture Puffins Year published: 1996
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: representation
[image: Cover image of Animalia written by Graeme Base]
[bookmark: _Toc79156496][bookmark: _Toc86413567]Canoe Days
Author: Gary Paulsen Illustrator: Ruth Wright Paulsen 
ISBN: 9780440414414 Publisher: Dragonfly Books Year published: 2001
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Canoe Days written by Gary Paulsen]
[bookmark: _Toc79156499][bookmark: _Toc86413568]Elephants Have Wings
Author: Susan Gervay Illustrator: Anna Pignataro 
ISBN: 9780648203513 Publisher: Flying Elephants Media Year published: 2020
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Elephants have Wings written by Susan Gervay]
[bookmark: _Toc79156502][bookmark: _Toc86413569]Hello Lighthouse
Author/illustrator: Sophie Blackall 
ISBN: 9781408357392 Publisher: Hachette Children’s Books Year published: 2019
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Hello Lighthouse written by Sophie Blackall]
[bookmark: _Toc86413570][bookmark: _Toc79156506]Journey
Author/illustrator: Aaron Becker 
ISBN: 9781406355345 Publisher: Walker Books Australia Year published: 2014
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concepts: representation; character
[image: Cover image of Journey written by Aaron Becker]
[bookmark: _Toc86413571]Magnificent Homespun Brown: A celebration
Author: Samara Cole Doyon Illustrator: Kaylani Juanita 
ISBN: 9780884487975 Publisher: Tilbury House Year published: 2020
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concepts: character; context; representation
[image: Cover image of Magnificent Homespun Brown written by Samantha Cole Doyon ]
[bookmark: _Toc79156510][bookmark: _Toc86413572][bookmark: _Toc79156509]My Dad
Author/illustrator: Anthony Brown 
ISBN: 9780552560061 Publisher: Random House UK Year published: 2010
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: representation
[image: Cover image of My Dad written by Anthony Browne]
[bookmark: _Toc79156514][bookmark: _Toc86413573]Nop
Author/illustrator: Caroline Magerl 
ISBN: 9781406393477 Publisher: Walker Books Ltd Year published: 2020
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Nop written by Caroline Magerl]
[bookmark: _Toc79156520][bookmark: _Toc86413574]Snow
Author/illustrator: Uri Shulevitz 
ISBN: 9780374370923 Publisher: Farrar Straus and Giroux Year published: 1998
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Snow written by Uri Shulevitz ]
[bookmark: _Toc79156523][bookmark: _Toc86413575]The Book with No Pictures
Author/illustrator: B.J. Novak 
ISBN: 9780141361796 Publisher: Penguin UK Year published: 2016
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: representation
[image: Cover image of The Book with No Pictures written by B.J. Novak]
[bookmark: _Toc79156527][bookmark: _Toc86413576]There is a Flower at the Tip of My Nose Smelling Me
Author: Alice Walker Illustrator: Stefano Vitale 
ISBN: 9780060570804 Publisher: Harper Collins Year published: 2006
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: perspective
[image: Cover image of There is a Flower on the Tip of My Nose Smelling Me written by Alice Walker ]


[bookmark: _Toc89099961]Perspective and argument
‘Perspective is a lens through which we learn to see the world. It provides a dynamic basis for the relationship between composer, text and responder.
Argument is using persuasion to produce a position or resolution supported by evidence. It doesn’t need to be combative, and argument can build collaboration to solve complex problems’ (English Textual Concepts and Learning Processes 2017)
To learn more, view Perspective video (3:37) and Argument video (3:17).
[bookmark: _Toc89099962]Identify perspective and argument
To identify texts with the concept of ‘perspective and argument’, look for texts that:
enable students to have different opinions, preferences for and ideas about the text 
enable students to have different opinions, preferences for and ideas about the author 
enable students to share, develop and question their opinions  
enable students to understand that personal experiences and interests shape their opinions and choices 
enable students to express opinions about the content and issues 
contain ideas, information and images that are expressed in a clear and logical way 
include phrases (for example, ‘I think that’… ‘We know that’…) which project opinion 
reinforce ideas through images.
[bookmark: _Toc89099963]Recommendations
Use these books to teach students to:
identify phrases in texts that project opinions
identify how structure and images reinforce ideas
identify and share how their own experience and interests influence opinions and/or interpretations of texts
identify arguments and the intended audience
express preferences for specific texts and authors and recognise the opinions of others
create and re-create texts that include persuasive arguments, using knowledge of text and language features
create paragraphs that contain a single idea, begin with a topic sentence and including supporting evidence with elaborations.


[bookmark: _Toc86413580]Animals should definitely not wear clothing 
Author: Judi Barrett Illustrator: Ron Barrett 
ISBN: 9780689708077 Publisher: Atheneum Books for Young Readers Year published: 1988 (first published 1970)
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: representation
[image: Cover image of Animals should definitely not wear clothing. written by Judi Barrett]
[bookmark: _Toc86413581]A Pig Parade
Author: Michael Ian Black Illustrator: Kevin Hawkes 
ISBN: 9781416979227 Publisher: Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers Year published: 2010
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: representation
[image: Cover image of A Pig Parade written by Michael Ian Black]
[bookmark: _Toc86413582]Bamboozled
Author/illustrator: David Legge 
ISBN: 9781743620212 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2015 (first published 1994)
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Bamboozled written by David Legge]
[bookmark: _Toc86413583]Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that type
Author: Doreen Cronin Illustrator: Betsy Lewin 
ISBN: 9780743461511 Publisher: Simon and Schuster UK Year published: 2003
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that type written by Doreen Cronin]
[bookmark: _Toc86413584]Daisy: Eat Your Peas
Author: Kes Gray Illustrator: Nick Sharratt 
ISBN: 9781862308046 Publisher: Random House UK Year published: 2009
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Daisy: Eat Your Peas written by Kes Gray]
[bookmark: _Toc86413585]Earrings!
Author: Judith Viorst Illustrator: Nola Langner Malone 
ISBN: 9781442412811 Publisher: Atheneum Books for Young Readers Year published: 2010 (first published 1993)
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Earrings! written by Judith Viorst]
[bookmark: _Toc86413586]Hey, Little Ant 
Author: Phillip and Hannah Hoose Illustrator: Debbie Tilley 
ISBN: 9781883672546 Publisher: Random House USA Year published: 1998
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative; perspective
[image: Cover image of Hey, Little Ant written by Phillip and Hannah Hoose]
[bookmark: _Toc86413587]How to Catch a Star
Author/illustrator: Oliver Jeffers 
ISBN: 9780007228072 Publisher: HarperCollins Children’s Books Year published: 2006
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1 
Supporting concept: narrative 
[image: Cover image of How to Catch a Star written by Oliver Jeffers]
[bookmark: _Toc86413588]I Need a Parrot
Author/illustrator: Chris McKimmie 
ISBN: 9781925804294 Publisher: Ford Street Publishing Year published: 2019
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of I Need a Parrot written by Chris McKimmie]
[bookmark: _Toc86413589]I Wanna Iguana
Author: Karen Kaufman Orloff Illustrator: David Catrow 
ISBN: 9780399237171 Publisher: Penguin Group USA Year published: 2004
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of I Wanna Iguana written by Karen Kaufman Orloff]
[bookmark: _Toc86413590]I Want My Hat Back
Author/illustrator: Jon Klasson 
ISBN: 9781406338539 Publisher: Candlewick Press Year published: 2012
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of I Want My Hat Back written by Jon Klasson]
[bookmark: _Toc86413591]I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato
Author/illustrator: Lauren Child 
ISBN: 9780763621803 Publisher: Candlewick Press Year published: 2003
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato written by Lauren Child]
[bookmark: _Toc86413592]Not Norman: A goldfish story 
Author: Kelly Bennett Illustrator: Noah Z. Jones 
ISBN: 9780763627638 Publisher: Candlewick Press Year published: 2008
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative; context
[image: Cover image of Not Norman: A goldfish story written by Kelly Bennett]
[bookmark: _Toc86413593]Old Henry 
Author: Joan W. Blos Illustrator: Stephen Gammell 
ISBN: 9780688099350 Publisher: HarperCollins Year published: 1990
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of Old Henry written by Joan W. Blos]
[bookmark: _Toc86413594]Please, Open This Book! 
Author: Adam Lehrhaupt Illustrator: Matthew Forsythe 
ISBN: 9781442450714 Publisher: Simon and Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books Year published: 2015
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Please, Open This Book! written by Adam Lehrhaupt]
[bookmark: _Toc86413595]Stanley Paste
Author/illustrator: Aaron Blabey 
ISBN: 9780143505501 Publisher: Penguin Books Australia Year published: 2013
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concepts: imagery, symbol and connotation; character
[image: Cover image of Stanley Paste written by Aaron Blabey]
[bookmark: _Toc86413596]Stone Soup
Author: Ann McGovern Illustrator: Winslow Pinney Pels 
ISBN: 9780590416023 Publisher: Scholastic US Year published: 1986
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of Stone Soup written by Ann McGovern]
[bookmark: _Toc86413597]The Day the Crayons Quit
Author: Drew Daywalt Illustrator: Oliver Jeffers 
ISBN: 9780007513765 Publisher: Harper Collins Publishers Year published: 2014
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: representation 
[image: Cover image of The Day the Crayons Quit written by Drew Daywalt]
[bookmark: _Toc86413598]The Perfect Pet
Author: Margie Palatini Illustrator: Bruce Whatley 
ISBN:  9780060001100 Publisher: Katherine Tegen Books Year published: 2009
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of The Perfect Pet written by Margie Palatini]
[bookmark: _Toc86413599]The Pros and Cons of Being a Frog
Author/illustrator: Sue deGennaro 
ISBN:  9781481471305 Publisher: Simon and Schuster Year published: 2016
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: imagery, symbol and connotation; perspective
[image: Cover image of The Pros and Cons of Being a Frog written by Sue deGennaro ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413600]Tough Boris
Author: Mem Fox Illustrator: Kathryn Brown 
ISBN: 9780152018917 Publisher: Harcourt Brace and Co Year published: 1998
Stage: Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative; character
[image: Cover image of Tough Boris written by Mem Fox]
[bookmark: _Toc86413601]What If…?
Author/illustrator: Anthony Browne
ISBN: 9780552565196 Publisher: Random House UK Year published: 2014
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: imagery, symbol and connotation; character
[image: Cover image of What If...? written by Anthony Browne]
[bookmark: _Toc86413602]What If You Had Animal Teeth? 
Author: Sandra Markle Illustrator: Howard McWilliam 
ISBN: 9780545567275 Publisher: Scholastic Year published: 2014
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: representation 
[image: Cover image of What If You Had Animal Teeth written by Sandra Markle]
[bookmark: _Toc86413603]Who’s Your Real Mum?
Author: Bernadette Green Illustrator: Anna Zobel 
ISBN: 9781925849493 Publisher: Scribe Publications Year published: 2020
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concepts: context
[image: Cover image of Who's Your Real Mum? written by Bernadette Green]
[bookmark: _Toc86413604]Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge
Author: Mem Fox Illustrator: Julie Vivas 
ISBN: 9780140505863 Publisher: Penguin Random House Year published: 1987
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concepts: narrative; character
[image: Cover image of Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge written by Mem Fox]
[bookmark: _Toc86413605]Wombat Stew
Author: Marcia K Vaughan Illustrator: Pamela Lofts 
ISBN: 9781743621837 Publisher: Scholastic Australia Year published: 2014 (first published1986)
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative
[image: Cover image of Wombat Stew written by Marcia K Vaughan]

[bookmark: _Toc89099964]Representation
‘Representation is the depiction of a thing, person or idea in texts. All representations carry personal and cultural meanings and have personal and social effects’ (English Textual Concepts and Learning Processes 2017)
To learn more, view Representation video (2:46).
[bookmark: _Toc89099965]Identifying Representation
To identify texts with the concept of ‘representation’, look for texts that:
offer aspects of the real world and of their imagination
depict different representations of the same objects, events, people, emotions and ideas 
depict differences in representation through different contexts, modes and media and the choices within these.
[bookmark: _Toc89099966]Recommendations 
Use these books to teach students to:
identify cultural representations in a range of texts
express personal responses to the real and imagined worlds that are represented in texts
adapt a well-known text for a different audience and/or purpose.
[bookmark: _Toc86413609]
Collecting Colour
Author/illustrator: Kylie Dunstan 
ISBN: 9780734411181 Publisher: Hatchette Australia Year published: 2009
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative; context
[image: Cover image of Collecting Colour written by Kylie Dunstan]
[bookmark: _Toc86413610]Cunning Crow
Author/illustrator: Greg Dreise 
ISBN: 9781925768862 Publisher: Magabala Books Year published: 2019
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concepts: narrative; imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of Cunning Crow written by Greg Dreise]
[bookmark: _Toc86413611]My Dog is as Smelly as Dirty Socks: And other funny family portraits
Author/illustrator: Hanoch Piven 
ISBN: 9780307930897 Publisher: Random House US Year published: 2012
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 3
Supporting concept: imagery, symbol and connotation
[image: Cover image of My Dog is as Smelly as Dirty Socks: And other funny family portraits written by Hanoch Piven]
[bookmark: _Toc79156513][bookmark: _Toc86413612]Nobody Owns the Moon
Author/illustrator: Tohby Riddle 
ISBN: 9780994384195 Publisher: Berbay Publishing Year published: 2009
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
[bookmark: _Hlk89085042]Supporting concepts: narrative; imagery, symbol and connotation; character
[image: Cover image of Nobody Owns the Moon written by Tohby Riddle]
[bookmark: _Toc86413613]Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley
Author/illustrator: Aaron Blabey 
ISBN: 9780143503071 Publisher: Penguin Books Year published: 2009
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative; character
[image: Cover image of Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley written by Aaron Blabey ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413614]Somewhere Else
Author/illustrator: Gus Gordon 
ISBN: 9780143782780 Publisher: Penguin Random House Year published: 2016
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concepts: character; narrative; context
[image: Cover image of Somewhere Else written by Gus Gordon]
[bookmark: _Toc86413615]The March of the Ants
Author: Ursula Dubosarsky Illustrator: Tohby Riddle
ISBN: 9780648498919 Publisher: Book Trail Press Year published: 2021
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: character; narrative
[image: Cover image of The March of the Ants written by Ursula Dubosarsky]
[bookmark: _Toc86413616]The Tall Man and the Twelve Babies
Author: Tom Niland Champion and Kilmeny Niland Illustrator: Deborah Niland 
ISBN: 9781742371153 Publisher: Allen and Unwin Year published: 2011
Stage: Stage 1 – Stage 2
Supporting concept: character
[image: Cover image of The Tall Man and the Twelve Babies written by Tom Niland Champion and Kilmeny Niland]
[bookmark: _Toc86413617]We Love you, Magoo
Author/illustrator: Briony Stewart 
ISBN: 9781760896904 Publisher: Penguin Australia Year published: 2020
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concept: narrative
[image: Cover image of We Love You, Magoo written by Briony Stewart ]
[bookmark: _Toc86413618]Your Birthday was the Best!
Author: Maggie Hutchings Illustrator: Felicita Sala 
ISBN: 9781925972535 Publisher: Affirm Press Year published: 2020
Stage: Early Stage 1 – Stage 1
Supporting concepts: narrative; context
[image: Cover image of Your Birthday was the Best! written by Maggie Hutchings]
[bookmark: _Review_criteria]
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