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This resource has been designed to support teachers by providing a range of tasks based on syllabus content. The fieldwork site, activities and assessment components should be modified to suit individual school contexts and procedures as required.
There are 2 parts to this assessment task, both to be submitted on the same date.
Part A – fieldwork, including primary data collection (templates provided in appendices).
Part B – short answer questions to be completed in class.
Required list of geographic tools and equipment:
topographic map covering the fieldwork area
compass
mirror (for determining canopy cover)
a GPS device that can give an accurate position of latitude and longitude
thermometer/anemometer/Lux meter
camera or smart phone for photos
data recording sheet and pens or pencils
identification charts for flora and fauna.
Other considerations
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service offers a range of excursions to support students in meeting the outcomes on the Stage 6 geography course. Excursions and teaching resources covering Mount Kosciuszko, and a range of other geographical areas, are available via the NPWS Education section of the webpage.

[bookmark: _Toc202864729][bookmark: _Toc209095562]Task description
Type of task: fieldwork and short answer questions
Outcomes
A student:
GE-11-02 explains geographical processes and influences, at a range of scales, that form and transform places and environments
GE-11-05 analyses and synthesises relevant geographical information from a variety of sources
GE-11-07 applies geographical inquiry skills and tools, including spatial technologies, fieldwork, and ethical practices, to investigate places and environments
Syllabus content
The natural processes, cycles and circulations that have shaped the land and/or water cover of ONE place
Geography 11–12 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2022.
Note: geographical inquiry skills and geographical tools being assessed include (but are not limited to):
Applying geographical understanding
· Evaluate options in response to a geographical challenge by:
· making an on-balance judgement about the most appropriate option(s)
Fieldwork
· Evaluate a fieldwork activity
Weighting: 30%
[bookmark: _Toc202864730][bookmark: _Toc209095563]Part A
You will be recording field data at 3 locations as you ascend Mount Kosciuszko (see Appendix 1).
For each location, record observations and relevant data according to the following instructions.
Locate each site using GPS to identify latitude and longitude.
Locate each site using a topographic map, record an estimated altitude and identify aspect.
Construct a vegetation transect to demonstrate spatial change and associations.
Record the characteristics of flora and implications for fauna (see Appendix 2).
Estimate the percentage of ground cover and vegetation diversity (low/medium/high).
Estimate the percentage of canopy cover and species diversity (low/medium/high).
Record climatic data including temperature, wind speed and direction, and sunlight (lux meter).
Draw an annotated field sketch at one of the 3 locations (see Appendix 3).
Record observations of water storage and flows.
Collect and interpret photographic images (see Appendix 4).
[bookmark: _Toc202864731][bookmark: _Toc209095564]Part B
Task instructions: the following short answer questions are to be completed under timed examination conditions on the task due date. Fieldwork notes may be used during the task completion to support the responses. The fieldwork notes must be submitted for marking along with the completed written responses.
Short answer questions
1. [bookmark: _Toc121826137]Identify 4 examples of a natural process, cycle or circulation that change the land or water cover in Kosciuszko National Park from each of the following systems: Atmospheric, Hydrological, Geomorphic, Ecological. (4 marks)
Explain how one cycle or circulation observed in the Kosciuszko National Park shapes the land or water cover in the area. (4 marks)
Identify and justify ONE fieldwork technique that could be used to investigate how natural processes, cycles and circulations change land and water cover in Kosciuszko National Park. (3 marks)
Evaluate the usefulness and limitations of the data collected in helping to understand the land and water cover at Mount Kosciuszko. (4 marks)
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Table 1 – assessment marking guidelines for Part A
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Uses all required tools correctly to collect accurate data across all sites
Actively participates in fieldwork with initiative; asks relevant questions, collaborates effectively and demonstrates ethical and safe conduct

	B
	Uses most tools correctly to collect generally accurate and complete data
Participates consistently in fieldwork; contributes to group tasks, asks questions and follows fieldwork expectations

	C
	Uses most tools correctly to collect mostly accurate and complete data
Demonstrates collaboration, initiative and a satisfactory awareness of ethical and safe conduct

	D
	Engages with some tools to collect limited data
Demonstrates some collaboration or initiative

	E
	Engages with some fieldwork activities and collects some relevant data


Table 2 – assessment marking guidelines for Part B – Question 1
	Marks
	Criteria

	4
	Correctly identifies a relevant and specific example from all 4 systems

	3
	Identifies 3 correct and relevant examples from 3 different systems

	2
	Identifies 2 correct and relevant examples from 2 different systems

	1
	Provides some relevant information


Table 3 – assessment marking guidelines for Part B – Question 2
	Marks
	Criteria

	4
	Provides a clear and accurate explanation of one relevant cycle or circulation and explicitly links it to how it shapes land or water cover in Kosciuszko National Park

	3
	Explains one cycle or circulation with a generally accurate link to its effect on land or water cover

	2
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of one cycle or circulation and/or its impact on land or water cover

	1
	Provides some relevant information


Table 4 – assessment marking guidelines for Part B – Question 3
	Marks
	Criteria

	3
	Identifies a relevant fieldwork technique and justifies how it could be used to investigate changes in land and/or water cover

	2
	Identifies and outlines a relevant fieldwork technique

	1
	Provides some relevant information


Table 5 – assessment marking guidelines for Part B – Question 4
	Marks
	Criteria

	4
	Provides a well-reasoned evaluation of the data, clearly discussing both usefulness and limitations with relevance to changes to land and water cover

	3
	Discusses usefulness of the data with relevance to land and water cover

	2
	Demonstrates a limited understanding about usefulness or limitations

	1
	Provides some relevant information
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Table 6 – data record sheets
	Fieldwork activity
	Location 1
	Location 2
	Location 3

	GPS coordinate – latitude
	
	
	

	GPS coordinate – longitude
	
	
	

	Altitude
	
	
	

	Aspect
	
	
	

	Percentage of ground cover vegetation diversity (low/medium/high)
	
	
	

	Percentage of canopy cover and species diversity (low/medium/high)
	
	
	

	Temperature
	
	
	

	Wind speed
	
	
	

	Wind direction
	
	
	

	Sunlight (lux reading)
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Table 7 – characteristics of flora and implications for fauna
	Location 1
	Location 2
	Location 3
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Table 8 – field sketch
	[bookmark: _Ref134457668]
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[bookmark: _Toc147840979]Table 9 – interpret photographic images
	Image 1
	Image 2
	Image 3

	
	
	

	Notes
	Notes
	Notes
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