

[bookmark: _Toc1247491221]English Stage 4 – syllabus requirements planner
This sample syllabus requirements planner is aligned to the English K–10 Syllabus (NESA 2022). This planner identifies key requirements for planning and implementing the Stage 4 English syllabus.
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Updating the table of contents
Want to update the table? Have you added content to the document and noticed the page numbers have changed? As you add content to this report, you can update the table of contents to accurately reflect the page numbers within the resource. To update the table:
· Right click on the table and select ‘Update table of contents’ (in the browser version) or ‘Update field’ (in the desktop app). In the browser version, it will automatically update the entire table.
· In the desktop app, you will then need to select ‘Update entire table’. Your table numbers should then update to reflect your changes.


[bookmark: _Toc824167403][bookmark: _Toc129008378][bookmark: _Toc869504713][bookmark: _Toc73048356][bookmark: _Toc192840744]Rationale
The syllabus requirements planner will be particularly useful during the engage and enact Phases of the curriculum implementation cycle. It is not a standalone resource and should be used in consultation with the syllabus and the policies and procedures identified within the planner. This planner has been designed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education (DoE) schools as they plan the implementation of the English K–10 Syllabus (NESA 2022) to deliver teaching and learning practices that are contextualised to their classroom. All NSW public schools need to plan curriculums and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act (1990), the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) Syllabuses A–Z, the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K–12 policy standards and NESA’s NSW Registration Process for the Government Schooling System Manual. These are referenced throughout the planner and should be consulted to ensure all curriculum materials reflect requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc1491978173][bookmark: _Toc860596337][bookmark: _Toc192840745]Purpose, audience and suggested timeframes
Many schools will have their own planning templates. The layout of this document is intended to support faculty communication, professional learning and collaborative planning which should be completed for each stage and course.
[bookmark: _Hlk106288301]The planner should be a live document that is completed collaboratively and reviewed periodically. This supports a consistent implementation of NESA and department policy requirements and whole-school and faculty requirements. It also establishes a shared vision for the scope of subject English, and guides long-term design of teaching and learning programs. This shows that curriculum design and implementation is a dynamic and contextually-specific process. This planner represents one way to map requirements and it contains:
instructions for how it could be used by English teachers and faculties
direct links to policies and useful resources.
Extensive research, including CESE’s What works best 202 update, shows that teaching effectiveness is enhanced through a collaborative approach to planning and implementation of teaching and learning.
Ways to use this template
Complete the planning as a faculty or course/stage coordination team.
Upload the document to a shared drive as a ‘live’ document and evaluate the plans at key points throughout the year.
Cross-reference the plans against the content within teaching and learning programs/units, scope and sequences, assessment schedules, assessment notifications and student resources.
Keep a copy of this document in a folder or drive for each stage or course.
Links contained within this resource were correct as of 14 March 2025.
[bookmark: _Toc522458399][bookmark: _Toc216965416][bookmark: _Toc192840746]Building on Stage 3
[bookmark: _Hlk106288223]It is important to build on learning in Stage 3 when planning the program of learning for Stage 4 so that students are appropriately challenged, and prior learning is developed in Stage 4. Communicate with colleagues from feeder schools and develop a clear understanding of the texts explored in Stage 3 to avoid unnecessary repetition. 
[bookmark: _Toc1092875176][bookmark: _Toc1805087256][bookmark: _Toc192840747]Building toward Stage 5
An effective program of learning takes the texts, knowledge, understanding and skills developed in each stage into consideration. Backward design model for Stage 5 should build from the learning developed in Stage 4. When planning the texts and learning experiences for Stage 4, consult the Stage 5 syllabus requirements planner. This can help schools ensure that the whole Stage 4 program meets requirements as mandated by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) and the NSW Department of Education.
[bookmark: _Toc802903756][bookmark: _Toc221377359][bookmark: _Toc788280675][bookmark: _Toc192840748]Stage 4 text selections
[bookmark: _Hlk105509819]The English K–10 Syllabus (NESA 2022) contains Text requirements for English 7–10. The following tables outline the syllabus text requirements and provide an opportunity to map how they will be met across the stage. Please note, the requirement for ‘at least 2…’ for each category is to be met across the stage. Most schools choose to study at least one work of each type each year. If areas of need are identified, the Year 7 or Year 8 planning templates would be used to collaboratively plan how to address this area of need. 
In selecting specific texts for study in English, teachers should ensure that materials are:
age appropriate
sensitive to student needs
relevant to the curriculum
relevant to the school’s purpose and goals
consistent with the core values outlined in the Values in NSW public schools policy
clearly described using advice from Communicated with parents and carers 
not prescribed for Stage 6 as per the NESA English Stage 6 Prescriptions: Modules, Electives and Texts 2019–2026, the HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028 and the Course prescriptions for Drama Stage 6 2025–2027. 
[bookmark: _Hlk168578665]Ensure choices align with the DoE Controversial Issues in Schools policy. Sample permission notes are available in the texts used in classroom support materials and they guide the parent or carer communication process. NESA has also provided resources to support text selection within the English K–10 Teaching and learning support webpage. 
[bookmark: _Toc1209490186][bookmark: _Toc1744017543][bookmark: _Toc192840749][bookmark: _Toc125455855]Text selections in Stage 4
The following tables are used to map and outline the way syllabus text requirements are currently being met in the program of learning for Stage 4.
Identify the text that meets each requirement.
State the title of the text and the program where it will be explored.
Table one should contain texts that are the focus of learning in each Stage. Students are required to engage meaningfully with these texts as per the Text requirements for English 7–10 (NESA 2022).
Table 1 – students engage meaningfully with the following texts in Stage 4 
	Stage 4 requirements
	Year 7
	Year 8

	At least 2 works of extended prose (including at least one novel)
	
	

	At least 2 collections of poetry
	
	

	At least 2 films
	
	

	At least 2 drama texts (at least one Shakespeare play in Stage 5)
	
	

	A range of types of texts inclusive of short prose, visual, spoken, multimodal and digital texts
	☐ Short prose – 
☐ Visual – 
☐ Spoken – 
☐ Multimodal and digital – 
	☐ Short prose – 
☐ Visual – 
☐ Spoken – 
☐ Multimodal and digital –


[bookmark: _Toc10778197][bookmark: _Toc418098109][bookmark: _Toc1206847433][bookmark: _Toc192840750]Across Stage 4 English course and text requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk128454541]Please note, the same texts may appear in numerous categories. The purpose is not necessarily to have a different text for every category but to make sure the mandated categories are met.
1. Identify the text that meets each requirement. 
1. State the title of the text and the program in which it will be explored. 
[bookmark: _Hlk128454587]Table 2 identifies the types of texts students will explore to meet the course requirements. They should be met across the stage as per the Text requirements for English 7–10 (NESA 2022).
Table 2 – text requirements across English Stage 4
	Stage 4 requirements
	Year 7
	Year 8

	A range of fiction and non-fiction texts that are widely regarded as quality literature
	☐ Fiction – 
☐ Non-fiction – 
	☐ Fiction – 
☐ Non-fiction –

	A range of texts by Australian authors
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk125553845]

	A range of texts by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors
	[bookmark: _Hlk125554203][bookmark: _Hlk125554214]
	

	A range of quality texts from around the world, including about intercultural and diverse experiences (might include literature by authors with diverse backgrounds and experiences, including authors with disability)
	☐ Texts from around the world – 
☐ Intercultural experiences – 
☐ Diverse experiences – 
	☐ Texts from around the world – 
☐ Intercultural experiences – 
☐ Diverse experiences –

	A range of cultural, social and gender perspectives, including from popular and youth cultures
	☐ Cultural perspectives – 
☐ Social perspectives – 
☐ Gender perspectives – 
☐ Popular cultures – 
☐ Youth cultures – 
	☐ Cultural perspectives – 
☐ Social perspectives – 
☐ Gender perspectives – 
☐ Popular cultures – 
☐ Youth cultures –

	Texts chosen by students for personal interest and enjoyment
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc589500523][bookmark: _Toc164183678]

[bookmark: _Toc812187551][bookmark: _Toc1033603591][bookmark: _Toc192840751]Year 7 English planning template
This table is designed to assist the Backward design model process. Identifying the knowledge, skills and text requirements students need to develop and explore throughout each program can help create a clear outline of the students’ learning journey. Compare this with Stage 3 and Stage 5 to assess how effectively each stage builds on the other. 
[bookmark: _Hlk128455937]Four programs have been identified to align with the maximum number of formal assessments recommended for each year. More programs may be taught and schools may opt to assess through formative assessment and observation. It is not recommended to deliver more than 4 formal assessments within a calendar year.
[bookmark: _Toc125455858]Table 3 – Year 7 teaching and learning program, assessment and reporting plans
	Year 7 – planning requirements
	Program [name]
	Program [name]
	Program [name]
	Program [name]

	Learning overview and guiding questions
Use the focus text requirements and the syllabus outcomes, content groups and content, to develop the learning overview and the guiding questions.
	
	
	
	

	Timing
Decide on the duration and timing of the program.
	
	
	
	

	Syllabus focus areas, outcome codes and content groups
First, identify the focus area, next, identify the outcome code and then list the relevant content groups. 
If relevant, include the Life Skills outcome codes. 
	
	
	
	

	Texts and textual form
Identify the name and the textual form of the text(s) being taught within the program. State what aspect of the Text requirements for English 7–10 (NESA 2022) the texts meet.
	
	
	
	

	Assessment title and timing
Where relevant, include the title of the formal assessment, the issue date and the due date (day, date, term and year).
	
	
	
	

	Assessment overview
Where applicable, provide a brief outline of the core components of the formal assessment task. This should be written in Plain Language, as should the assessment task itself. It should be easy for a student, parent or carer to understand.
	
	
	
	

	Formally assessed outcomes (codes) and content groups
Identify the 2–4 outcomes and content groups.  Explain how the assessment aligns with the knowledge, skills and understanding required within the outcomes. Use the language of the content groups and content points and make sure this informs the language used within the marking criteria.
	 
	
	
	

	Core formative tasks Identify the core formative tasks that will be provided to support and guide learning through formative feedback. This ensures the modes assessed are used to support learning throughout the program. Ensure each activity aligns with the selected outcomes and the formal assessment plans. 
	
	
	
	

	Catering to student needs, interests and cultural and linguistic diversity
Identify student needs and interests and plan formative assessment, feedback processes and ways to support students’ cultural and linguistic diversity. Consult a range of internal and external data to assist with this process. This may include the National Literacy Learning Progression.
	
	
	
	

	School or faculty learning priorities
Identify relevant learning priorities to ensure a clear connection between school initiatives or improvement measures (Strategic Improvement Plan), faculty goals and teaching and learning programs.
	
	
	
	

	Important information for program writers 
This is space to provide additional information for program writers. This may include reminders for program writers to reference materials, embed specific resources, or to provide support to guide new teachers or those teaching out of area. 
	
	
	
	


	Staff responsible
Identify the team responsible for writing, reviewing and/or refining the program and associated assessment materials. Include a timeline and due dates.
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation and feedback plans for the next iteration
Record the student and teacher evaluation and feedback that will impact the program or assessment plans and structure. Identify implementation plans.
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc231033064][bookmark: _Toc178742044][bookmark: _Toc192840752]Year 8 English planning template
[bookmark: _Toc125455857]This table is designed to assist the Backward design model process. Identifying the knowledge, skills and text requirements students need to develop and explore throughout each program can help create a clear outline of the students’ learning journey. Compare this with Stage 3 and Stage 5 to assess how effectively each stage builds on the other.
Four programs have been identified to align with the maximum number of formal assessments recommended for each year. More programs may be taught and schools may opt to assess through formative assessment and observation. It is not recommended to deliver more than 4 formal assessments within a calendar year.
Table 4 – Year 8 teaching and learning program, assessment and reporting plans
	Year 8 – planning requirements
	Program [name]
	Program [name]
	Program [name]
	Program [name]

	Learning overview and guiding questions
Use the focus text requirements, and the syllabus outcomes, content groups and content to develop the learning overview and the guiding questions.
	
	
	
	

	Timing
Decide on the duration and timing of the program.
	
	
	
	

	Syllabus focus areas, outcome codes and content groups
First, identify the focus area, next, identify the outcome code and then list the relevant content groups. 
If relevant, include the Life Skills outcome codes. 
	
	
	
	

	Texts and textual form 
Identify the name and the textual form of the text(s) being taught within the program. State what aspect of the Text requirements for English 7–10 (NESA 2022) the texts meet. 
	
	
	
	

	Assessment title and timing
Where relevant, include the title of the formal assessment, the issue date and the due date (day, date, term and year).
	
	
	
	

	Assessment overview
Where applicable, provide a brief outline of the core components of the formal assessment task. This should be written in Plain Language, as should the assessment task itself. It should be easy for a student, parent or carer to understand.
	
	
	
	

	Formally assessed outcomes (codes)
Identify the 2–4 outcomes and content groups.  Explain how the assessment aligns with the knowledge, skills and understanding required within the outcomes. Use the language of the content groups and content points and make sure this informs the language used within the marking criteria.
	 
	
	
	

	Core formative tasks Identify the core formative tasks that will be provided to support and guide learning through formative feedback. This ensures the modes assessed are used to support learning throughout the program. Ensure each activity aligns with the selected outcomes and the formal assessment plans. 
	
	
	
	

	Catering to student needs, interests and cultural and linguistic diversity
Identify student needs and interests and plan formative assessment, feedback processes and ways to support students’ cultural and linguistic diversity. Consult a range of internal and external data to assist with this process. This may include the National Literacy Learning Progression.
	
	
	
	

	School or faculty learning priorities
Identify relevant learning priorities to ensure a clear connection between school initiatives or improvement measures (Strategic Improvement Plan), faculty goals and teaching and learning programs.
	
	
	
	

	Important information for program writers
This is space to provide additional information for program writers. This may include reminders for program writers to reference materials, embed specific resources, or to provide support to guide new teachers or those teaching out of area. 
	
	
	
	

	Staff responsible
Identify the team responsible for writing, reviewing and/or refining the program and associated assessment materials. Include a timeline and due dates.
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation and feedback plans for the next iteration
Record the student and teacher evaluation and feedback that will impact the program or assessment plans and structure. Identify implementation plans.
	
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc764175485][bookmark: _Toc507112874][bookmark: _Toc192840753][bookmark: _Toc125550264][bookmark: _Toc125720365][bookmark: _Toc104549577][bookmark: _Toc1580401593][bookmark: _Hlk106287399][bookmark: _Hlk106202868]Evaluating programming plans
Teaching and learning programs should be evaluated annually and refined in response to a range of data. Both teachers and students should be given the opportunity to ‘reflect on and evaluate the degree to which students have progressed as a result of their experiences, and what should be done next to assist them in their learning’ (NESA 2021). This information should be used to improve the next iteration of the program as well as the upcoming learning experiences for students.
The following suggested collaborative structure is designed to support this evaluation. Reviewing the implementation of syllabus requirements should be completed at the conclusion of each program, thus ensuring that reflection and evaluation are ongoing practices.
Suggested collaborative structure
1. [bookmark: _Hlk128455626]Review the alignment between the plans in this document and the practices that were implemented in the classroom, referring to the program, resources and assessment.
Identify what worked, what didn’t work, where requirements were addressed, where requirements were not addressed and identify those that need to be refined.
Identify the team members who will make the changes needed and create an implementation timeline.
Implement the changes and communicate these with the team.
An optional colour coding system has been provided. It may make it easier to monitor and make changes.
Writing in black indicates the requirement is met in existing programs. State the name of the text and the relevant program.
Highlight in red where the requirement is not addressed. This needs to be actioned immediately by an allocated team member.
[bookmark: _Hlk105509849]Highlight in yellow where the team believes this is addressed and state the program. This is checked, communicated and/or actioned by an allocated team member within a specified timeframe.
Highlight in green, and outline where a text would be appropriate for a program. The allocated team member embeds this in the program/resources within a specified timeframe.
When writing the name of texts, always include the full details so any teacher can locate it accurately and easily. These include the title of the text and its composer, the publication date, textual form, ISBN and hyperlink to the text or publication details.


[bookmark: _Toc126757620][bookmark: _Toc192840754][bookmark: _Toc126757624][bookmark: _Toc1022999069][bookmark: _Toc101973156][bookmark: _Toc104549579]The English curriculum 7–12 team
The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc634875621][bookmark: _Toc100847839][bookmark: _Toc192840755]Support and alignment
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of Explicit teaching practices as per the goals of Our Plan for Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource supports the School Excellence Framework element of assessment (formative assessment, summative assessment, student engagement).
Alignment to Australian Professional  Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 2.2.2 (2.2.4), 2.3.2 (2.3.4) 3.2.2 (3.2.4) as it provides an example of how to use syllabus requirements in the planning, design, implementation and review of coherent and well-sequenced programming and assessment plans.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Classroom assessment advice 7–10. For summative assessment tasks, the Assessment task advice 7–10 webpage is available.
Consulted with: English teachers from the Rural Learning Exchange, Curriculum and Reform subject matter experts and teachers and head teachers from across NSW.
Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with a disability and/or additional needs and high potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Inclusion and differentiation advice 7–10 webpage.
NSW Syllabus: English K–10 Syllabus (NESA 2022)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: syllabus requirements planner Stage 4
Related resources: further resources to support English Stage 4 can be found at Planning, programming and assessing English 7–10.
Professional Learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English curriculum 7–10 professional learning SharePoint page (DoE staff only) and through the Professional learning English K–12 calendar.
[bookmark: _Hlk168578981]Creation date: 06 June 2024.
Remediation date: 13 March 2025.
Review date: 13 March 2027.
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