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[bookmark: _Toc224804267]About this resource
[bookmark: _Toc224804268]Purpose of resource
The assessment task supports student learning of some of the content points within the Aquatic activities focus area. It should be used in conjunction with ongoing formative assessment. 
[bookmark: _Toc224804269]Target audience
This resource can be used by teachers to assist with effective syllabus implementation. 
[bookmark: _Toc224804270]When and how to use
This resource is designed to be applied as part of the Aquatic activities ‘Beneath the surface: safety secrets’ unit of work.

[bookmark: _Toc224804271]Task description
Type of task: video submission
Outcomes being assessed
A student:
applies safe work practices and cultural and ethical protocols in aquatic contexts 
AQT5-SAF-01
communicates ideas, concepts and solutions in aquatic technology contexts AQT5-COM-01
applies practical skills to implement aquatic activities AQT5-AQA-01
selects and uses equipment, techniques and materials to investigate and engage with aquatic environments AQT5-USE-01
assesses the impact of aquatic activities and practices on society and the environment AQT5-ENV-01
Aquatic Technology 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
Suggested weighting: 25%
In small groups, students will produce a video to educate tourists visiting Australia about the dangers of Australian aquatic environments and how to stay safe in and around the water.
This task requires students to work in small groups of up to 4 to create an educational video on water safety, suitable for an audience visiting Australia for the first time. Students must incorporate what they have learned throughout this unit to address the following in their video:
Select an aquatic location as the focus of the video: beach, river or public pool.
Describe key features of the location for example, beach: different wave types, river: water clarity, pool: shallow water. 
Incorporate relevant drowning statistics for the water setting.
Identify common risks and hazards at the selected location (beach, river or pool). 
Outline how identified risks and hazards can be avoided or minimised. 
Explain the procedures for assessing the safety and suitability of the location for swimming. What observations and checks can be performed at the location to ensure it is safe? 
Demonstrate the procedure for using DRSABCD on an unconscious patient.
The video should have a maximum length of 5 minutes.
A suitable app or video editing software should be used to complete this task, for example Windows MovieMaker, CapCut, Canva, Adobe Premiere, iMovie.
[bookmark: _Toc224804272]Submission details
The final submission should include a completed educational video and written script that articulates the role of each student.
All work can be created and submitted digitally.
[bookmark: _Toc224804273]Steps to success
Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	Steps
	What I need to do and when I need to do it

	Select an aquatic location
	The video should focus on one aquatic location for example, the beach, river or pools.

	Research
	Describe key features of the location
Select a specific location and describe its key features. This should include both the water and its surrounds.
Evaluate relevant drowning statistics
Focus on the drowning statics for the location. Use the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report for accurate information. For example, What are the drowning statics in the Illawarra? 
Risks and hazards minimisation
Research and outline how risks and hazards for the selected aquatic location can be reduced and minimised.
Assessing safety
Explain the procedures for assessing the safety and suitability of the location for swimming. What observations and checks can be performed at the location to ensure it’s safe? 
DRSABCD on an unconscious patient
Demonstrate the procedure for using DRSABCD on an unconscious patient.

	Script writing
	From your research notes, develop a script for a 5 minute educational video. The script should incorporate all students within the group.

	Video recording
	Record the video. This may take more than one take and require editing.

	Video editing
	A suitable app or video editing software should be used to complete this task for example, Windows MovieMaker, CapCut, Canva, Adobe Premiere, iMovie.


[bookmark: _Toc224804274]What is the teacher looking for?
Throughout this unit, you have conducted research about water safety and drowning statistics as outlined in the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report. This report often highlights the overrepresentation of international visitors in drowning statistics. Often these groups of people have little to no experience in bodies of water, nor are they familiar with the rules and regulations of locations such as public pools and patrolled beaches.
This task requires students to work in small groups of up to 4 to create an educational video on water safety, suitable for an audience visiting Australia for the first time. Students must incorporate what they have learned throughout this unit to address the following key points within the assessment question and steps to success.
This task requires students to clearly and accurately communicate hazard identification and minimisation in a clear, coherent format. Presentation formats may vary but should demonstrate clear structure, purpose and understanding of aquatic environments and their hazards. 
In addition, students will demonstrate first aid practices in a practical setting. The teacher will be looking for safe and correct techniques and the ability to explain how these skills are performed and support safe practices.
Creativity is encouraged, but work must remain grounded in evidence-based knowledge and clear links between decisions and outcomes. 

[bookmark: _Toc224804275]Marking guidelines
Table 2 – assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Clearly selects and identifies an appropriate waterway – beach, river or pool
Specifically refers to data from the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report to support their presentation
Describes in detail the key features of the location
beach: sand, wave zones, headland 
river: bank, waterway, trees
pool: pool, walkways, facilities.
Clearly identifies many risks and hazards of the location
Beach: rips, waves, wildlife, sun
river: submerged objects, water temperature
pool: shallow end, concrete, slippery surfaces.
Explains specific risk minimisation information and directly relates it to each risk/hazard
Provides a clear, detailed and logical explanation of procedure for assessing safety of location
Demonstrates the correct procedure for DRSABCD, clearly demonstrating each step
Adheres to 5-minute limit, video is focused, and audio is clear

	B
	Clearly selects and identifies an appropriate waterway – beach, river or pool 
Refers to the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report to support their presentation
Describes many of the key features of the location
beach: sand, wave zones, headland
river: bank, waterway, trees
pool: pool, walkways, facilities.
Identifies many risks and hazards of the location
beach: rips, waves, wildlife, sun
river: submerged objects, water temperature
pool: shallow end, concrete, slippery surfaces.
Describes specific risk minimisation information and directly relates it to each risk/hazard
Provides a clear explanation of procedure for assessing safety of location
Demonstrates and describes the correct procedure for DRSABCD 
Adheres to 5-minute limit, video is focused, and audio is clear

	C
	Clearly selects and identifies an appropriate waterway – beach, river or pool
Refers to the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report to support their presentation
Describes some key features of the location
beach: sand, wave zones, headland
river: bank, waterway, trees
pool: pool, walkways, facilities.
Identifies or refers to some risks and hazards of location
beach: rips, waves, wildlife, sun
river: submerged objects, water temperature
pool: shallow end, concrete, slippery surfaces.
Describes some risk minimisation information for some risks/hazards
Provides a clear description of procedure for assessing safety of location
Demonstrates the correct procedure for DRSABCD 
Adheres to 5-minute limit, video is focused, and audio is clear

	D
	Selects and identifies an appropriate waterway – beach, river or pool 
Makes some reference to key features of the location
beach: sand, wave zones, headland 
river: bank, waterway, trees 
pool: pool, walkways, facilities. 
Refers to aspects of risks and hazards of location 
beach: rips, waves, wildlife, sun 
river: submerged objects, water temperature 
pool: shallow end, concrete, slippery surfaces. 
Refers to aspects of risk minimisation information to the location in general
Provides a basic description of procedure for assessing safety of the location 
Demonstrates some steps of DRSABCD in basic detail
Does not adhere to time limit, video presentation/audio quality is poor

	E
	Generalised comments about location and water safety referred to
Does not adhere to time limit 
Video presentation/audio is poor quality
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[bookmark: _Toc224804276]Student-facing rubric
Table 3 – rubric for Option B assessments
	Criteria
	Limited
	Basic
	Sound
	High
	Outstanding

	Criteria 1
Location key features
	Limited features provided.
	Appropriate waterway selected.
Makes some reference to key features of the location.
	Selects and identifies an appropriate waterway.
Describes some key features of the location.
	Clearly selects and identifies an appropriate waterway.
Describes many of the key features of the location.
	Clearly selects and identifies an appropriate waterway.
Describes in detail the key features of the location.

	Criteria 2
Risk and hazard identification
	Limited risks or hazards provided.
	Refers to aspects of risks and hazards of location.
	Identifies or refers to some risks and hazards of location.
	Identifies many risks and hazards of location.
	Clearly identifies many risks and hazards of location.

	Criteria 3
Risk and hazard minimisation
	An attempt has been made. 
	Refers to aspects of risk minimisation information to location in general.
	Risk minimisation information described for some risks/hazards.
	Specific risk minimisation information described and directly related to each risk/hazard.
	Specific risk minimisation information explained and directly related to each risk/hazard.

	Criteria 4
Assessing safety
	Limited assessment of safety provided.
	Basic description of procedure for assessing safety of location.
	Clear description of procedure for assessing safety of location.
	Clear explanation of procedure for assessing safety of location.
	Clear, detailed and logical explanation of procedure for assessing safety of location.

	Criteria 5
DRABCD
	Limited accuracy in procedure shown.
	Demonstrates some steps of DRSABCD in basic detail.
	Correct procedure demonstrated for DRSABCD.
	Correct procedure demonstrated and described for DRSABCD.
	Correct procedure demonstrated for DRSABCD – clearly demonstrating each step.

	Criteria 6
Video length and quality
	Video is short and or poor quality.
	Time limit not adhered to, video presentation/audio quality is poor.
	Adheres to 5-minute limit, video is focused, and audio is clear. 
Sometimes refers to the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report to support their presentation.
	Adheres to 5-minute limit, video is clear and coherent, is focused, and audio is clear.
Consistently refers to the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report to support their presentation.
	Adheres to 5-minute limit, video is clear, logical and coherent, is focused, and audio is clear.
Extensively refers to the Royal Life Saving Australia Annual Drowning Report to support their presentation.
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Resource evaluation and support: all curriculum resources are prepared through a rigorous process. Resources are periodically reviewed as part of our ongoing evaluation plan to ensure currency, relevance and effectiveness. For additional support or advice, or to provide feedback, contact the TAS Curriculum team by emailing TAS@det.nsw.edu.au. 
Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with a disability and/or additional needs and high potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Inclusion and differentiation 7–10 advice webpage.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Classroom assessment advice 7–10. For summative assessment tasks, the Assessment task advice 7–10 webpage is available.
Explicit teaching: further advice to support explicit teaching is available on the Explicit teaching webpage. This includes the CESE Explicit teaching – Driving learning and engagement webpage.
Consulted with: Literacy and numeracy, Inclusive Education, Effecting Teaching Practice subject matter experts.
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: School Excellence Policy, Our Plan for NSW Public Education.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource supports the School Excellence Framework elements of curriculum (curriculum provision) and effective classroom practice (lesson planning, explicit teaching).
Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 3.2.2, 3.3.2.
Creation date: 3 December 2025.


[bookmark: _Toc224804278]Evidence base
This resource contains NSW Curriculum and syllabus content. The NSW Curriculum is developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). This content is prepared by NESA for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales. The material is protected by Crown copyright. 
Please refer to the NESA Copyright Disclaimer for more information https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/copyright. 
NESA holds the only official and up-to-date versions of the NSW Curriculum and syllabus documents. Please visit NESA https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa and NSW Curriculum https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au.
Aquatic Technology 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
CESE (Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation) (2020) What works best: 2020 update, NSW Department of Education, accessed 14 July 2025.
——(2020) What works best in practice, NSW Department of Education, accessed 14 July 2025.
——(2021) Growth goal setting – what works best in practice, NSW Department of Education, accessed 14 July 2025.
Royal Life Saving Australia (2025) National Drowning Report 2025, Royal Life Saving Australia website, accessed 30 September 2025.
State of NSW (2021) Quality Teaching Assessment Practice Guide 3rd edn, State of NSW, Department of Education 2021, accessed 30 June 2025).

© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026
The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material).
Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
[image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.

image1.png




image2.png




image3.png
NSW

GOVERNMENT





image4.svg
                              


