
Go Nihongo! – teacher guide
Introduction
This guide supports teachers to use the Go Nihongo! Japanese resource with students. 
Go Nihongo! is an interactive resource for Stages 3 to 6. It includes a series of videos, which build in challenge. Student activities, videos and transcripts are provided on the Go Nihongo! webpage. These activities include interrelated tasks and support differentiation and student choice. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221705427]The resource supports student development in the outcomes of the Modern Languages K–10 Syllabus:
ML3-INT-01, ML4-INT-01, ML5-INT-01 – Interacting
ML3-UND-01, ML4-UND-01, ML5-UND-01 – Understanding texts
ML3-CRT-01, ML4-CRT-01, ML5-CRT-01 – Creating texts
Go Nihongo! also supports the Japanese Beginners Stage 6 Syllabus and the Japanese Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus.
As students’ proficiency levels differ, teachers may need to provide additional support, such as targeted vocabulary instruction, to ensure all students can engage effectively with the material.
The accompanying activities are designed to reinforce the video content and vocabulary. Teachers are encouraged to modify or extend these activities as needed to best suit their students’ individual learning needs and classroom contexts.
Suggestions for how you may use this resource with students include:
· watching the videos as a class and completing activities individually or in groups
· using the videos as a stimulus for interrelated tasks where students respond to the information in the videos
· building units around the themes of the videos
· discussing cultural features of text, language and themes featured in the videos
· providing scaffolds and templates that align with the videos to support differentiation
· using the transcripts to identify language features to support literacy
· using the transcripts to identify links to prior and future learning.
Go Nihongo! topics
The following topics are covered in the Go Nihongo! series:
· Introductions– Level 1
· Pet competition – Level 1
· Hanging out – Level 2
· Gift shopping – Level 2
· Simon’s day – Level 3
· Saki’s day – Level 3
Using the transcripts
In the transcripts, hiragana, katakana and kanji have been used, however the focus is using the videos for understanding texts rather than using the transcript. If using the transcripts, please modify them for your context. 
Introductions
Level 1 (Years 5–8)
Word is out that you are studying Japanese. These people have uploaded short videos in which they introduce themselves.
Go Nihongo! – Introductions consists of 6 videos in which Mai, Minnie, David, Shelley, Amil and Ryuuta introduce themselves in Japanese. 
Language
Language structures include:
はじめまして。
わたしのなまえはまいです。
十五さいです。
いぬどしです。
おんがくが大好きです。
たんじょうびは三月です。
オーストラリアにすんでいます。
どうぞよろしく。
[bookmark: _Hlk167201526]Suggestions for classroom activities
· Practise self-introductions in Japanese with teacher and peers (MLX-INT-01).
· [bookmark: _Hlk167201973]Conduct a class survey of student hobbies, create a graph summarising the data and write 3 to 4 sentences outlining the findings in Japanese (interrelated task – MLX-INT-01, 
MLX-CRT-01).
· Create a self-profile for a Japanese online space, introducing yourself and giving some personal information (MLX-CRT-01).
· Write an email in Japanese to a new friend, introducing yourself and giving some personal information (MLX-CRT-01).
· Make a video to introduce yourself to a new Japanese-speaking friend (MLX-CRT-01).
Useful links
Tale of the Japanese Zodiac | 十二支 (4:56)
How Do Japanese Families Celebrate Birthdays? – Japan Past and Present (2:57)
Pet competition
Level 1 (Years 5–8)
The Japanese class is holding a pet competition. Meet their pets and see if you agree with the judges’ decision.
Go Nihongo! – Pet competition consists of one video of a pet competition where students are introducing their pets.
Language
Language structures include:
names
age
animals
describing words
numbers 1–30.
Suggestions for classroom activities
· Discuss pets in Japanese with teacher and peers (MLX-INT-01).
· Conduct a class survey of student pets, create a graph summarising the data and write a few sentences outlining the findings in Japanese (interrelated task – MLX-INT-01,
MLX-CRT-01).
· Create a lost pet poster in Japanese, giving some basic information such as pet, name, age and a brief description (MLX-CRT-01).
· Make a video to introduce your pet to a new Japanese-speaking friend (MLX-CRT-01).
Useful links
Discovering Japan's Pet Culture: Pet Show Tour and Latest Pet Products 2023 / ペットの祭典「わんにゃんドーム」 (5:54)
Why Japanese People Love Their Pets: Inside Japan’s Pet Culture (3:43)
Hanging out
Level 2 (Years 9–10)
Daniel is excited to meet Mika who speaks Japanese. He is hoping to become friends with her so that he can practise his Japanese. They make plans to meet but things do not go smoothly.
Go Nihongo! – Hanging out consists of one video of 2 people meeting and making plans to hang out where they share some personal information, exchange contact details, discuss likes and dislikes and make plans to catch up. 
Language
Language structures include:
likes and dislikes
describing people and food
etiquette when introducing self and others
age, birthday and zodiacs
where someone lives
telephone numbers
making phone calls
making plans to meet including time and location.
Suggestions for classroom activities
· Discuss foods and activities students like or dislike in Japanese with teacher and peers (MLX-INT-01).
· Write a message in Japanese inviting a friend to do an activity, include information such as date, time, the activity and location (MLX-CRT-01).
· In pairs or small groups, look at a movie guide for your local cinemas. In Japanese discuss the movies using basic likes and dislikes and describing words. Choose a movie you all want to see, then negotiate plans including cinema, time, date and where to meet (MLX-INT-01).
Useful links
Takeshita Street: Fashion, Food, and Fun in Harajuku (4:59)
Purikura Photo Booths in Japan are on a whole new level of kawaii (0:48)
TOP 5 Character Cafes in Japan (2025) — Don’t Miss These! (18:28)
Gift shopping
Level 2 (Years 9–10)
Tamami and Emma are shopping for a friend’s birthday present in a Japanese store in Australia.
Go Nihongo! – Gift shopping consists of one video of 2 people shopping in a Japanese-style store, discussing stationery items and prices and making a purchase.
Language
Language structures include:
asking what things are
describing items
prices
making a purchase.
Suggestions for classroom activities
· In Japanese, discuss a recent gift you have purchased with teacher and peers. Include where you bought it, a description, price and who you bought it for (MLX-INT-01).
· Write a message in Japanese suggesting a gift you can buy together for a friend. Include information such as who it is for, where you can buy it, a description of the item and the price (MLX-CRT-01).
· Survey the class to create a class gift wish list, in Japanese. Ask different class members what they would like as a gift for a special occasion, a description of the gift and where it can be bought from. Create a summary of your list to share with the class and your teacher (interrelated task – MLX-INT-01, MLX-CRT-01).
Useful links
Inside The Most AMAZING Stationery Shop in Tokyo! (5:24)
2025 Japan Stationery Awards Winners Are Here! (5:07)
Simon’s day
Level 3 (Years 11–12)
Simon is sharing a typical day in his life with Kazuki, the Japanese exchange student staying with him.
Go Nihongo! – Simon’s day consists of one video of a day in Simon’s life, with his Japanese exchange student Kazuki, at home and at school. 
Language
Language structures include:
daily routines
school life
time
food
part-time work.
Suggestions for classroom activities
· Interview a classmate in Japanese about their part-time work or household chores, including frequency, jobs they do and feelings (Japanese Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3, Japanese Beginners Stage 6 Syllabus 3.1, 3.2, 3.3).
· Write an email to a Japanese friend who is coming to stay with your family for a month telling them what a typical week in your home is like. Outline what you do, frequency, who does the activities and where they occur. Invite them to join in activities with you during their stay (Japanese Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3, Japanese Beginners Stage 6 Syllabus 1.1, 1.2, 1.3).
Useful links
Working PART TIME in Japan | My experience + how much I made (22:02)
What Japan Thinks of Australians (5:46) – this one is for fun!
Saki’s day
Level 3 (Years 11–12)
Saki is sharing a typical weekday in her life.
Go Nihongo! – Saki’s day consists of one video of a weekday in Saki’s life at home and at school. 
Language
Language structures include:
daily routines
school subjects
time
food
describing daily activities.
Suggestions for classroom activities
· Interview a classmate in Japanese about their daily routine, including times, activities, food and feelings (Japanese Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3, Japanese Beginners Stage 6 Syllabus 3.1, 3.2, 3.3).
· Write a journal entry about a day in your life on a weekend. Outline what you did, times, who you did the activities with and where. Express how you felt about the day with reasons (Japanese Continuers Stage 6 Syllabus 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3, Japanese Beginners Stage 6 Syllabus 1.1, 1.2, 1.3).
Useful links
Japanese Students Clean Classrooms To Learn Life Skills (1:55)
Top 5 Things You Should Know About Japanese Schools (3:52) 
How Japanese Education System Builds Their Character, Culture, And Economy | Best Things About Japan (5:00)
Tokyo Home | Inside Today's Modern Traditional Japanese House (5:43)


Appendix A – sample responses for student print activities
In this section you will find suggested responses to the student print activities.
Introductions
Activity 1
Watch the videos and then enter the personal information in the table below in English. Leave a box blank if no relevant information is provided in the video.
	Name
	Age
	Birthday (month)
	Japanese zodiac
	Hobbies
	Lives in

	Mai
まい
	18
	X
	Dog
	volleyball and music
	Hokkaido

	Minnie
ミニー
	15
	X
	Ox
	shopping
	Vietnam

	David
デイビッド
	13
	September
	Rabbit
	computer games
	Australia

	Shelley
シェリー
	10
	March
	Horse
	ice skating
	Hong Kong

	Amil
アミール
	12
	April
	Dragon
	soccer
	Jordan

	Ryuuta
りゅうた
	11
	July
	Snake
	baseball
	Japan


Activity 2
Write each student’s age in kanji. 
まいさんは十八さいです。 
ミニーさんは十五さいです。 
デイビッドくんは十三さいです。 
シェリーさんは十さいです。 
アミールくんは十二さいです。 
りゅうたくんは十一さいです。
Activity 3
Which 2 people from the videos are most likely to hang out together in their free time? Justify your response with reference to the text.
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 4
Choose one of the people in the video introductions to correspond with and send them a video message response in Japanese. In your response, tell them about yourself, including name, age, hobbies, birthday and where you live. Be sure to use appropriate greetings! This response could be completed as a written or typed message.
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Pet competition
Activity 1
Watch the video and then enter the information about the pets in the table below in English. Leave a box blank if no relevant information is provided in the video.
	Student name
	Pet
	Pet’s name
	Pet’s age
	Description of pet

	Luke
	bird
	Inko
	X
	noisy

	Lucy
	fish
	Nemo
	X
	pretty

	Michelle and Olivia
	guinea pigs
	Scuffy, Miffy
	1 year old
	big and cute

	Sakura
	dog (robot)
	Aiai
	
	interesting

	[bookmark: _Hlk219900082]John
	pet rock
	Rocky
	4 years old
	quiet

	Gemma
	cat
	Tiger
	2 years old
	cute


Activity 2
Complete the score chart below. Fill in the score given by each judge in kanji and then the total score for each contestant.
	Judge's name
	いんこ
	ニモ
	ミッフィーとスクラッフィー
	アイアイ
	ロッキー
	タイガー

	すずきいちろうなんてん？
	七
	六
	八
	九
	九
	七

	たかはしまゆこなんてん？
	七
	八
	九
	八
	九
	八

	ジョセフ　ジョーンズなんてん？
	八
	七
	七
	九
	九
	八

	ごうけい　(total)
	二十二
	二十一
	二十四
	二十六
	二十七
	二十三


Activity 3
Answer the following questions in English.
Who came first in the pet competition? Why do you think this pet won?
The pet rock won. It was unique, humorous and had a fun name that suited it.
Do you think the winners were happy with their prizes? Why or why not?
No. The prizes did not suit the pets and were not useful.
What prizes would have been suitable for each winner?
Student answers will vary. Some examples may be:
Pet rock – a desk mat
Dog – a dog lead, a ball, a toy
Guinea pigs – food, a toy.
Who do you think should have won? Why?
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 4
Imagine you are entering the pet competition. Create a video entry of your pet sharing its name, age, a brief description and something interesting about it. This response could be completed as a written or typed message.
[bookmark: _Hlk220422067]Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Hanging out
[bookmark: _Hlk219984445]Activity 1
Mika wrote the following email to you about hanging out with Daniel. Write a reply to Mika giving your opinion of Daniel’s behaviour, telling her whether you think his behaviour is cultural or maybe just bad manners. Write in English. 
From: Mika
Subject: ダニエルくんと あそびます
こんにちは。 
私は、きのう、ダニエルくんと あそびました。やくそくの時間 (arranged time) は 12時でした。私は11時50 分に、えきに つきました。でも、ダニエルくんは12時半まで、来ませんでした。30分、おそかったです！日本では、やくそくの 時間は とても たいせつです。 
それから、ひるごはんを 食べました。ダニエルくんは おはしで、 テーブルを たたきました。 
それから、えいがかんに 行きました。ダニエルくんは 大きいコーラを買いました。私はコーラをのみません。からだに よくないです。 
そして、いすに すわりました。でも、ダニエルくんは あしを  まえのせきに のせました。びっくりしました。 
オーストラリアでは、ふつうですか。 
みか
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 2
In English, describe a situation where you might use these words or expressions.
Situation 1: しんじられない・・・
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Situation 2: ぎょうぎがわるい！
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 3
Write a role-play of a conversation between yourself and a new Japanese-speaking friend. Introduce yourselves, find something you have in common and then make a plan to meet up. This may be written in pairs or individually.
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Gift shopping
[bookmark: _Hlk219983328]Activity 1
Answer the following questions with information from the video.
1. Why was Tamami worried after she made her purchases? She only has $4.50 left to buy Katie’s birthday present.
1. Describe the items Tamami and Emma bought, in Japanese and in English. An example has been done for you.
	Tamami (Japanese)
	Tamami (English)
	Emma (Japanese)
	Emma (English)

	かわいいけしゴム
	cute eraser
	いぬのけしゴム
	dog-shaped eraser

	ねこのけしゴム
	cat-shaped eraser
	すしのけしゴム
	sushi-shaped eraser

	かわいいじょうぎ
	cute ruler
	かわいいじょうぎ
	cute ruler

	うさぎのじゅうせいテープ
	rabbit-shaped correction tape
	ストロベリーのペン
	strawberry design pen

	のり
	glue
	
	


Activity 2
Complete Tamami’s and Emma’s diary entries for the day.
[bookmark: _Hlk220486792]たまみさん 
わたしは きょう、エマさんと シドニーの100円ショップに かいものに行きました。わたしはねこのけしゴムと、かわいいじょうぎと うさぎのしゅうせいテープと のりをかいました。 
エマさん 
わたしはきょう、たまみさんと シドニーの100円ショップに かいものに行きました。わたしはすしのけしゴムと、かわいいじょうぎと ストロベリーのペンをかいました。
Activity 3
In pairs or small groups, look at the website or a catalogue of a shop you like. Discuss the items in the shop including descriptions and prices, identify why you want to buy something from the shop, then decide what you will buy, in Japanese.
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Simon’s day
Activity 1
Write your answers to the following in English, based on the video of Simon’s day. 
1. What does Kazuki like about school in Australia? 
1. What impresses Kazuki about Simon? Do you agree with his impressions? 
1. After Kazuki returns from exchange, he gives a talk to his classmates telling them what he liked and what he found difficult during his stay in Australia.  Write the script of his talk. 
1. What sort of person do you think Simon is? Write a description of Simon in Japanese.
[bookmark: _Hlk220521180]Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 2
Kazuki is wondering whether Simon’s lifestyle is typical and asks you the following questions. Answer in Japanese giving as much information as you can. 
1. 朝ご飯に何を食べますか 
お昼ご飯は、何を、どこで、だれと食べますか。 
お昼ご飯は、だれが作りますか。自分で作りますか。 
昼休みに 何をしますか。 
学校で、どのかもくが好きですか。なぜですか。 
じゅぎょうで、よくディスカッションをしますか。 
アルバイトをしていますか。どんなアルバイトですか。 
しゅくだいがたくさんありますか。何時間ぐらいかかりますか。 
毎日、何時間ぐらい勉強しますか。 
どうやって学校に行きますか。 
学校からうちまで、どうやって帰りますか。 
日本では、１８才にならないと、うんてんめんきょがとれません。 オーストラリアではどうですか。 
あなたの学校では、車で通っているせいとがいますか。 
ひまな時、どんなことをするのが好きですか。
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Saki’s day
Activity 1
Survey your classmates to see if they have tried the following activities.
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 2
Compare your family meals with those of Saki. What do you think are the good points and bad points of each?
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 3
Answer the following questions with reference to the video.
1. What sort of person is Saki? Write some adjectives in Japanese that would describe Saki. 
Would you like to grow up in Japan? Why or why not? Justify your answer with reference to the video.
Do you think Saki’s lifestyle is healthy? Why or why not? How would you compare it to your own? 
Do you think じゅく is a good idea? Why or why not? 
[bookmark: _Hlk220513125]Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
Activity 4
Write an article in Japanese for your Japanese sister school newsletter about your daily schedule, comparing it with what you have heard about the daily life of Japanese students.
Student responses will vary. Students may share their responses with the class, a small group or the teacher for feedback.
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