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[bookmark: _Toc147483512][bookmark: _Toc209444769]Rationale
All NSW public schools need to plan curriculum and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990 (NSW) and the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses and credentialing requirements.
Scope and sequences form part of the ongoing documentation or evidence schools maintain to comply with the department’s policy, policy standards and registration requirements.
This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create learning that is contextualised to their classroom. It can be used as a basis for the teacher’s own scope and sequence, or be used as an example of how the new curriculum could be implemented. The resource has suggested timeframes that may need to be adjusted by the teacher to meet the needs of their students.
Developing a robust scope and sequence has many benefits and may help teachers and schools to:
· plan learning activities that are inclusive, accommodating the needs of all students in their class from the beginning
· promote high expectations for student learning
· identify opportunities for explicit teaching
· create opportunities for students to receive feedback on their learning
· systematically plan for and undertake formative and summative assessment
· collect and use data to monitor achievements and identify gaps in learning
· differentiate curriculum delivery to meet the needs of students at different levels of achievement
· collaborate with other teachers to plan for quality teaching and learning.


[bookmark: _Toc147483513][bookmark: _Toc209444770]Auslan Stage 4 – sample scope and sequence for the mandatory 100 hours
This scope and sequence is for the 100-hour mandatory course, and includes suggested summative assessment tasks for each term, aligned to syllabus outcomes. The skills outlined in this resource are designed for students with no prior learning or experience of Auslan who are studying Auslan as an additional language. You may need to adapt these skills to cater for students learning Auslan with knowledge and/or experience from in or outside the classroom and students learning Auslan as their first language.
To support student engagement, the student-facing infographic gives students a visual guide of their learning. You can access the infographic on the Support for Stage 4 Auslan webpage. You can also access an editable version, to amend for your own context.
[image: Student-facing infographic of unit.]

Table 1 – Auslan 100-hour scope and sequence
	Term/duration
	Learning overview
	Outcomes
	Skills
	Assessment

	Term 1
10 weeks
	Myself and my class
Students introduce themselves and a classmate, using appropriate protocols.
Students share information about names, ages, where they live, their identity and basic likes and dislikes. 
Students develop an understanding of the nature of identity in relation to themselves, the Deaf community and the wider hearing community.
	[bookmark: _Hlk117592039][bookmark: _Hlk117591989]AU4-INT-01
exchanges information, opinions and ideas using a range of linguistic structures and protocols appropriate for different audiences
AU4-UND-01
explains how texts represent information, opinions and/or ideas and responds in Auslan and/or English
AU4-CRE-01
creates informative and imaginative texts for different contexts and audiences using a range of linguistic structures
AU4-RLC-01
explains the relationship between language, culture and identity
	Use simple/single signs and fingerspelling to introduce yourself and say your age and where you live.
Indicate active engagement through backchannelling (facial expressions, body language and signs).
Exchange respectful greetings with teachers and peers.
Understand the use of appropriate protocols for interactions to support inclusion.
Understand differences between interacting in Auslan and in spoken language, for example, pointing to convey meaning and proximity to the receiver.
Provide information about identity, for example, I am d/Deaf.
Exchange information about yourself including basic likes and dislikes.
[bookmark: _Hlk202869752]Access texts in Auslan and English that explore the concept of identity in relation to yourself, the Deaf community and the wider hearing community, for example, I am d/Deaf, I am hearing, I am a CODA[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  A child of Deaf adults.] 

Explore ways Auslan is used in the d/Deaf and wider communities for communication, and how to foster inclusion of d/Deaf people in the community.
Understand that sign languages (also known as hand sign, hand talk or hand speak) are also part of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Aboriginal Languages[footnoteRef:3] and are used by hearing and d/Deaf people as an alternative or supplement to spoken language. [3:  Please see Aboriginal Education on the NSW Curriculum website for information for supporting Aboriginal students.] 

Discover icons and symbols of sign languages and the Deaf community, for example the Deaf flag.
	Part A – Creating texts in Auslan (AU4-CRE-01)
You have been nominated as the buddy for a new class member who is d/Deaf or hard of hearing. To help them transition to your class, create a video for them in Auslan that introduces yourself and a classmate[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  As preparation for this task, students could complete a class survey with this information. Students can then be allocated a classmate to introduce in their presentation as a means to build relationships in the classroom context.] 

In your video:
· use effective communication strategies such as eye contact, facial expressions and body position, to make your message clear and engaging
· show emotions, appearance or actions where relevant to support meaning
· include a greeting, and an image of the person you are introducing. 
For you and your classmate, include:
· names and ages
· where you each live
· information about your identity, for example, ME DEAF, MY FRIEND HEARING, ME BORN AUSTRALIA, <POINT> ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIA LIVE WHERE D-A-R-U-G AREA
· basic likes and dislikes for each person
· something you do together or have in common.
Part B – Role of language, culture and identity (AU4-RLC-01)
You have been asked to create an article for the school newsletter, to explain to the school community how identity is shaped by language, culture and community, and ways to foster inclusion for d/Deaf or hard of hearing people. Reflect on the knowledge and understanding you have gained in this unit about Auslan and the d/Deaf community. Then, create the article, including information relating to:
types of visual communication
communication style (storytelling, humour, directness)
visual alerts
establishing and maintaining appropriate interaction
sense of community
identity.

	Term 2
10 weeks
	My space
Students describe their world, their preferences for activities and their feelings about where they live.
	AU4-INT-01
exchanges information, opinions and ideas using a range of linguistic structures and protocols appropriate for different audiences
AU4-UND-01
explains how texts represent information, opinions and/or ideas and responds in Auslan and/or English
AU4-CRE-01
creates informative and imaginative texts for different contexts and audiences using a range of linguistic structures
AU4-RLC-01
explains the relationship between language, culture and identity
	Describe your environment including the local area and facilities. 
Express what you like to do in the local area and where.
Share information about your favourite place, describing what you like to do there and why.
Follow and give simple directions.
Understand descriptions of routes travelled on a typical day, including the mode(s) of transport used.
Express your opinions about people and places, including where you live.
Compare the home of a child who is d/Deaf or hard of hearing and their family with your own home, for example, a flashing doorbell or vibrating alarm.
Develop an understanding of depicting signs and lexical items, with a focus on handshape, orientation, movement and location of signs when accessing texts about places and people.
Develop additional communication strategies, such as attracting attention and non-manual features (NMFs).
Access texts about people who are d/Deaf or hard of hearing in the wider community to develop cultural awareness, including regional differences, and Auslan as a unifying factor of the Deaf community.
Discover important Deaf spaces in the local community, such as Deaf centres, schools or organisations and considerations to make environments more inclusive for members of the Deaf community.
	Part A – Understanding texts in Auslan (AU4-UND-01)
[bookmark: _Hlk201930193]View a signed video message from your friend Yindi who is Deaf, sharing details about her local area and what she likes to do there. Respond to written questions in English[footnoteRef:5], identifying key information she has shared, including places, activities and opinions, to show your understanding of the message. [5:  To cater to a range of learners, questions should range from comprehension of key information to justifying responses with reference to the text.] 

Part B – Creating texts in Auslan (AU4-CRT-01)
Use the information in Part A to create a video message response about your own neighbourhood, including:
· places in your local area
· how you get to 2 local places, for example, by bus
· your favourite place
· what you like to do there and why
· a description of your local area
· a comparison between your own neighbourhood and Yindi’s
· how you feel about living there.

	Term 3
10 weeks
	My life
Students discuss the classroom environment and the structure of the school day, including subjects, preferences and after school activities.
	AU4-INT-01
exchanges information, opinions and ideas using a range of linguistic structures and protocols appropriate for different audiences
AU4-UND-01
explains how texts represent information, opinions and/or ideas and responds in Auslan and/or English
AU4-CRE-01
creates informative and imaginative texts for different contexts and audiences using a range of linguistic structures
AU4-RLC-01
explains the relationship between language, culture and identity
	Describe the classroom.
List favourite subjects and activities.
Use listing to describe a school day and extra-curricular activities.
Ask and respond to routine questions in class.
Share information about activities, sport and leisure time, including likes and dislikes.
Access texts that describe a typical day at school in the life of a d/Deaf or hard of hearing person.
Invite someone to an event or activity. 
Accept or refuse an invitation and negotiate an alternative.
Explore the benefits of sport in the Deaf community to foster interaction, community building and contributing to fitness and wellbeing. Discuss events such as the Australian Deaf Games and internal representative teams.
Express the benefits of sport, for example, ME EXERCISE GOOD, HEALTHY, FUN PLUS ENJOY, MOTIVATE ME, MEET DEAF PLUS CONNECT.
	Interacting in Auslan (AU4-INT-01)
[bookmark: _Hlk201931155]Have a conversation, signed in Auslan, with a Year 6 student who is d/Deaf or hard of hearing[footnoteRef:6] to help them understand what to expect when they come to high school next year. Use appropriate communication strategies, including use of non-manual features, to ask and answer questions. [6:  The teacher plays the role of the Year 6 student.] 

Include:
greetings and introductions
information about school routine, for example, start and finish times, recess and lunch
sharing information about favourite subjects and extra-curricular activities
likes and/or dislikes of at least 2 leisure activities, with reasons
an invitation to join in an activity at high school.

	Term 4
10 weeks
	My community celebrates
Students plan to celebrate a significant event in the Deaf community.
Students share details of the event with peers including day, time and the structure of the event.
Students express their food preferences and negotiate choices for the event.
	AU4-INT-01
exchanges information, opinions and ideas using a range of linguistic structures and protocols appropriate for different audiences
AU4-UND-01
explains how texts represent information, opinions and/or ideas and responds in Auslan and/or English
AU4-CRE-01
creates informative and imaginative texts for different contexts and audiences using a range of linguistic structures
AU4-RLC-01
explains the relationship between language, culture and identity
	Explore culturally-specific signs for expressions of celebration.
Explore important dates and celebrations in the Deaf community, for example, the National Week of Deaf People in September and Auslan Day to celebrate the publication of the Auslan dictionary.
Plan a special occasion, considering day, time, food budget and invitations.
Compare likes, dislikes and preferences regarding food, drinks and snacks, to plan the menu for a special event.
	Creating texts in Auslan (AU4-CRE-01)
Create a reel in Auslan to promote your school’s Deaf Awareness Day to celebrate Deaf culture, inviting members of your school community and local members of the Deaf community.
Include:
an appropriate greeting
information about the purpose of the event
information about the day, date, time and location of the event
activities and food at the event, with an opinion of them
an ending to invite people to come along.
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[bookmark: _Toc1022999069][bookmark: _Toc112409828][bookmark: _Toc147483516]Please complete this feedback form to help us improve our resources and support.

[bookmark: _Toc209444771][bookmark: _Hlk148102399]Support and alignment
[bookmark: _Toc147483517]Resource evaluation and support: All curriculum resources are prepared through a rigorous process. Resources are periodically reviewed as part of our ongoing evaluation plan to ensure currency, relevance, and effectiveness. For additional support or advice, contact the Languages and Culture team by emailing languagesnsw@det.nsw.edu.au.
Explicit teaching: Further advice to support explicit teaching is available on the Explicit teaching webpage. This includes the CESE Explicit teaching – Driving learning and engagement webpage.
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: School Excellence Policy, Our Plan for NSW Public Education
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: This resource supports the School Excellence Framework elements of curriculum (curriculum provision, teaching and learning programs) and effective classroom practice (lesson planning).
Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: This resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 2.2.2, 3.2.2.
Consulted with: Inclusive Education and subject matter experts
NSW syllabus: Auslan K–10 Syllabus
Syllabus outcomes: AU4-INT-01, AU4-UND-01, AU4-CRT-01, AU4-RLC-01
Author: Languages and Culture
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: Auslan Stage 4 100-hour scope and sequence
[bookmark: _Hlk112245591]Related resources: Further resources to support Auslan Stage 4 can be found on the Languages curriculum page.
Professional learning: Relevant professional learning is available through the Languages statewide staffroom (staff only).
Universal Design for Learning: Support the diverse learning needs of students using inclusive teaching and learning strategies. Some students may require more specific adjustments to allow them to participate on the same basis as their peers. For further advice see the Inclusive practice resources for secondary school.
Differentiation: When using these resources in the classroom, it is important for teachers to consider the needs of all students in their class, including:
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. Targeted strategies can be used to achieve outcomes for Aboriginal students in K–12 and increase knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal histories and cultures. Teachers should use students’ Personalised Learning Pathways to support individual student needs and goals.
· EAL/D learners. EAL/D learners may require scaffolding to support them to gain content knowledge, while providing extra time and assistance to master the English language required to engage with texts or complete classroom tasks. View some samples of differentiating through scaffolding.
· [bookmark: _Hlk136354526]Students with disability. Learning adjustments enable students with disability to access syllabus outcomes and content on the same basis as their peers. Teachers can use a range of adjustments to ensure a personalised approach to student learning. Examples of differentiated and personalised adjustments are provided on the Inclusive Practice hub. Students may respond to tasks using their preferred mode of communication. Teachers can complete the Curriculum planning for every student in every classroom microlearning series to plan for the diversity of student need.
· High potential and gifted learners. Assessing and identifying high potential and gifted learners will help teachers decide which students may benefit from extension and additional challenge. In addition, the Differentiation Adjustment Tool can be used to support the specific learning needs of high potential and gifted students.
Creation date: August 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk113021492]Rights: © State of New South Wales, Department of Education

[bookmark: _Toc209444772]Evidence base
This resource contains NSW Curriculum and syllabus content. The NSW Curriculum is developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority. This content is prepared by NESA for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales. The material is protected by Crown copyright.
Please refer to the NESA Copyright Disclaimer for more information https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/mini-footer/copyright.
NESA holds the only official and up-to-date versions of the NSW Curriculum and syllabus documents. Please visit the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) website https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/ and the NSW Curriculum website https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/.
Auslan K–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2023.
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© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2025
The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material).
Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
 [image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2025.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
· the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
· material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.
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