
Auslan news comprehension activity
Your teacher will show you a video from ‘Auslan90’, a daily news production. View the video and answer the questions below.
[bookmark: _Hlk209428899]The clip contains 3 news pieces – the Reserve Bank of Australia confirms a rate cut, a Chinese ship collision in the Philippines and the arrival of a new ferry in Australia. Viewing the Auslan newsreader, can you identify any additional information from one or more of the stories? Write your ideas below.
	Reserve Bank of Australia confirms a rate cut 


	Chinese ship collision in the Philippines


	Arrival of a new ferry in Australia



[bookmark: _Hlk209429018]If you could understand some of the information, what clues did you use? If not, what hindered your ability to understand?
	[bookmark: _Hlk211235892]

	


What features were used in the video to support communication and understanding?
	

	


For non-Auslan users, what challenges are there to understanding the content of this video?
	

	


[bookmark: _Hlk209429512]If Auslan news was your only source of information, as a non-Auslan user, how would this impact on your knowledge of community and world events?
	[bookmark: _Hlk209429649]

	


What strategies can you use to support communication when interacting with people who are not able to communicate through spoken English?
	

	

	




For the teacher
Remove this section before sharing this resource with students.
Video resource
Show students the Wednesday 13/08/2025 | Auslan90 | Daily News (2:32) video. Discuss responses as a class and how this will connect to their learning of Auslan.
Answers
These are sample responses only. Students may provide alternative answers.
1. Student responses will vary.
1. If you could understand some of the information, what clues did you use? If not, what hindered your ability to understand? Yes – images and captions, facial expression of person signing. No – cannot understand the signs.
1. What features were used in the video to support communication and understanding? Answers could include, the presenter wore black so signs were more easily seen, movement and location of hands, body language and facial expressions helped convey meaning, images and captions were used.
1. For non-Auslan users, what challenges are there to understanding the content of this video? Answers could include, could not understand the content, the pace of the signing, a lot was happening on screen to watch including signing, images and pop-up captions.
1. If Auslan news was your only source of information, as a non-Auslan user, how would this impact on your knowledge of community and world events? Answers could include, limited or no information on what is happening in the world, may miss community events, emergency warnings may not be conveyed, essential details may be miscommunicated
What strategies can you use to support communication when interacting with people who are not able to communicate through spoken English? Answers could include, use images and captions to support understanding, use appropriate facial features and body language to express meaning, be concise and use simple language, reduce how busy the screen is to ensure the main information is easy to access.
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