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[bookmark: _Toc233635250]Overview
This assessment task forms part of the Modern History 11–12 (2024) support package and is designed for use during implementation of the Historical investigation – sample program of learning. It should be considered in conjunction with the sample assessment schedule, program and related resources.
The Historical investigation is designed to further develop relevant investigative, research and communication skills. The investigation may be undertaken as a standalone study or integrated into any other focus area in the Year 11 course. The investigation should extend a particular area of individual student or group interest. It may be conducted individually or collaboratively.
Note: the investigation must not overlap with, or duplicate significantly, any option in the Modern History or History Extension courses.
[bookmark: _Toc233635251]Planning considerations
Consider the Universal Design for Learning principles of engagement, representation and expression in conjunction with this sample assessment task when planning for teaching and learning. Consider adjusting the layout and language used in the assessment task for students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D) and diverse learners. Consider including additional scaffolding, steps to follow and checkboxes to help students keep track of what they need to do. Some students may need to be taught the writing process: plan, draft, edit, revise and publish, and given opportunities to practise, with teacher feedback.


[bookmark: _Toc233635252]Assessment task – Historical investigation
Type of task: Historical investigation – research essay
Suggested total weighting: 35%
Suggested total marks: 70 marks
Date/time of submission of all parts: [insert here as per school requirements]
Special requirements: [insert here as per school requirements]
[bookmark: _Toc233635253]Outcomes
A student:
MH-11-05 analyses different types of sources for evidence to support a historical account or argument
MH-11-07 communicates historical understanding, applying historical knowledge, terms and concepts
MH-11-08 plans and conducts historical investigations and presents conclusions, using evidence from a range of sources
Modern History 11–12 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.


[bookmark: _Toc233635254]Learning intentions
Students learn about:
the process of planning and conducting a historical investigation through historical inquiry 
appropriate ways to present and communicate the findings of a historical investigation using oral, written and/or multimedia forms.
[bookmark: _Toc233635255]Success criteria
Students will be able to:
follow the process of historical inquiry when developing their investigation 
produce a proposal for their research essay 
produce a literature review that identifies key scholarship relevant to their research essay 
produce a research essay and associated bibliography.
Task description
In this task, you are required to:
select an area of interest, from modern or early modern history (circa 1400 to the present)
investigate and research the chosen area of interest
communicate findings in the form of a [insert word limit as per school requirements] research essay and submit the 3 parts of the task by the due date.
When selecting a topic, you should consider the availability of information and a variety of sources. You can select one of the following themes to research in relation to your chosen area of interest:
aspects of a modern society as revealed through sources
the causes and impact of a historical event
the role of a significant historical individual
the significance of a historical development
tracing the development of an aspect of the past over time through a thematic approach
the analysis of a historical debate, controversy or representation of the past
the contribution of a historical site to our understanding of the past
the nature of social and cultural change in a decade of the 20th century
an interpretation or representation of an individual, group or event.
Modern History 11–12 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.


[bookmark: _Toc233635256]Submission detail
You should complete each of the below parts of the task by the due date.
[bookmark: _Toc233635257]Part 1 – proposal (10 marks)
The proposal will outline the question that you intend to answer in your essay. It will define the scope of your investigation and note the key sources that you intend to use.
Your proposal should:
be written in first person
be written in a legible font (Arial, Helvetica, Times New Roman)
be double-spaced with 2-centimetre margins and numbered pages
contain the following 5 subheadings and address the associated questions
Introduction: what is the key question(s) that you are hoping to answer and why is the answer important?
Research objectives: what are you aiming to achieve by conducting your research? This section should constitute a series of ‘To …’ statements.
Approach: what kind of theoretical framework and associated assumptions are you using in your research? Why is that framework appropriate given your subject matter?
Methodology: how do you intend to answer your question? What process or procedure will you follow to find a valid answer for your question?
Key sources: what sources do you anticipate using to answer your question(s)? Where will you get your sources from?
be developed in consultation with your teacher to ensure that the subject of your research is appropriate given the context and aligned with the purpose of the assessment task
be regularly revised prior to the submission date to incorporate advice from your teacher.
[bookmark: _Toc233635258]Part 2 – literature review (10 marks)
The literature review will summarise the existing research in relation to your working thesis.
Your literature review should:
be written in third person
be written in a legible font (Arial, Helvetica, Times New Roman)
be double-spaced with 2-centimetre margins and numbered pages
contain the following 3 subheadings and address the associated questions:
My analysis of existing research: what are the big historical debates that your research engages with? Which historical texts have influenced your thinking? How have these historical texts influenced your thinking and provisional argument?
My contribution to existing research: what is your provisional argument? How does your provisional argument contribute to existing answers to your question? Who are the key scholars that your work engages with and what debates do you engage with?
How I go beyond existing research: what aspects of your provisional argument extend or challenge existing answers to your question?
evenly spread the word count over the 3 sections
be developed in consultation with your teacher to ensure that the subject of your research is appropriate given the context and aligned with the purpose of the assessment task
be regularly revised prior to submission to incorporate advice from your teacher.


[bookmark: _Toc233635259]Part 3 – essay (40 marks) and bibliography (10 marks)
The essay will present a convincing answer for your question that integrates relevant sources and scholarship with consistent referencing according to a recognised style. A bibliography will accompany the essay.
Your essay should:
be written in third person
be written in a legible font (Arial, Helvetica, Times New Roman)
be double-spaced with 2-centimetre margins and numbered pages
contain minimal subheadings as is necessary to improve the clarity and cohesion of the work
broadly follow the structure below and address the associated questions
Hook: illustrate the question or problem that you are focusing on.
Introduction: summarise the proposal and literature review.
Essay body: analyse your sources according to your methodology. Interpret your sources according to your approach. Compare and contrast your conclusions to existing research.
Key implications: how does your argument change our understanding of the past (history)? How does your argument change how we ‘do’ history (historiography)?
Conclusion: summarise your findings and any new questions that your findings pose.
divide your word limit among the above sections as you choose
conclude with a bibliography that identifies the primary and secondary sources that informed your research.


[bookmark: _Toc233635260]Marking guidelines
Note: these guidelines are designed to support teachers and should be adapted to meet the needs of students and the school context as part of sharing success criteria.
[bookmark: _Toc233635261]Part 1 – proposal (10 marks)
Table 1 – Part 1 assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Clearly plans the historical investigation by posing one or more questions
Applies knowledge of historical terms and concepts to communicate an appropriate historical approach and methodology
Identifies a range of historical sources and explains their relevance

	B
	Plans the historical investigation by posing one or more questions
Applies knowledge of historical terms and concepts to communicate a historical approach and methodology
Identifies historical sources and explains their relevance

	C
	Plans elements of the historical investigation by posing questions
Applies knowledge of historical terms and concepts to communicate a historical approach and/or methodology
Identifies historical sources and explains their role

	D
	Plans elements of the historical investigation
References historical terms and concepts
References historical sources and/or attempts to explain their role

	E
	May plan elements of the historical investigation
May reference historical sources


[bookmark: _Toc233635262]Part 2 – literature review (10 marks)
Table 2 – Part 2 assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Clearly explains differing interpretations and representations of the past in existing research with reference to a range of secondary sources
Analyses the relationship between sources and proposed argument
Communicates how anticipated conclusions within the historical investigation advance existing interpretations of the past

	B
	Explains differing interpretations and representations of the past in existing research with reference to secondary sources
Explains the relationship between sources and proposed argument
Communicates how anticipated conclusions within the historical investigation relate to existing interpretations of the past

	C
	Describes differing interpretations and representations of the past in existing research with reference to selected secondary sources
References relationships between sources and proposed argument
May attempt to communicate how anticipated conclusions within the historical investigation relate to existing interpretations of the past

	D
	Identifies interpretations and representations of the past
May reference relationships between sources and proposed argument

	E
	May reference differing interpretations and representations of the past
May reference secondary sources in relation to the historical investigation




[bookmark: _Toc233635263]Part 3 – essay (40 marks)
Table 3 – Part 3 (essay) assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Provides a comprehensive analysis and interpretation of different types of sources for evidence
Presents sophisticated conclusions to support a historical argument through the integration of relevant evidence from a range of sources
Develops a sophisticated and well-structured response, supported by relevant and accurate historical knowledge, concepts and terms

	B
	Provides a thorough analysis and interpretation of different types of sources for evidence
Presents sound conclusions to support a historical account or argument through the use of relevant evidence from a range of sources
Develops a well-structured response, supported by relevant historical knowledge, concepts and terms

	C
	Provides a sound analysis and/or interpretation of sources for evidence
Presents general conclusions, which may support a historical account or argument, using relevant evidence from sources
Develops a structured response that may be supported by relevant historical knowledge, concepts and terms

	D
	Makes reference to sources for evidence, attempts to analyse sources
Attempts to present conclusions, using evidence from sources
Presents a basic response using historical information

	E
	Makes limited use of sources for evidence
Presents limited information through simple statements


[bookmark: _Toc233635264]Part 3 – bibliography (10 marks)
Table 4 – Part 3 (bibliography) assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Correctly presents the historical investigation by including a wide range of scholarly entries alphabetised by surname
Demonstrates substantial engagement with evidence through extensive record of primary and secondary sources consulted
Provides comprehensive bibliographical details

	B
	Presents the historical investigation by including a range of scholarly entries alphabetised by surname
Demonstrates engagement with evidence through extensive record of primary and secondary sources consulted
Provides substantial bibliographical details

	C
	Presents the historical investigation by including scholarly entries that may be alphabetised
Demonstrates some engagement with evidence through record of primary and secondary sources consulted
Provides basic bibliographical details

	D
	Presents the historical investigation by including bibliographic entries
Demonstrates limited engagement with evidence
Provides limited bibliographical details

	E
	May present the historical investigation by including bibliographic entries
May demonstrate engagement with evidence


[bookmark: _Toc233635265]Support documentation
This documentation is designed to support teachers with implementing the task. It includes:
‘Steps to success’ suggestions to support student preparation for the task.
[bookmark: _Toc233635266]Steps to success
Note: this schedule is designed to support students and is not for compliance. Students should not be penalised for not meeting interim times. This scaffold is designed for chunking and sequencing learning by breaking the task into smaller goals to reduce the complexity. The second column could be:
· determined by teacher
· co-constructed with students.
Table 5 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do to prepare for the task
	When I need to do it

	Revise course content
Historical investigation
	

	Revise historical concepts and skills
Historical concepts and skills 11–12
	

	Revise the process of historical inquiry
The process of historical inquiry
	

	Complete practise PEEL paragraphs
	

	Seek teacher feedback on drafts
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