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This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create learning that is contextualised to their classroom. It can be used as a basis for the teacher’s own program, assessment, or scope and sequence, or be used as an example of how the new curriculum could be implemented. The resource has suggested timeframes that may need to be adjusted by the teacher to meet the needs of their students.


[bookmark: _Toc112681289]Overview
Description: this learning sequence addresses law reform and is the fourth sequence in a series addressing the Core Part 1: The Legal System within the Preliminary Legal Studies course. The lessons and sequences in this program of learning are designed to allow students to develop an understanding of the nature and functions of law through the examination of the law reform processes and institutions. Students engage with the following themes and challenges:
the need for law in the operation of society
the importance of the rule of law for society
the relationship between different legal institutions and jurisdictions
the development of law as a reflection of society
influences on the Australian legal system.
Duration: this program of learning is designed to be completed in approximately 4 hours. EAL/D learners may need additional time to be able to learn, practise and consolidate new language, knowledge and skills.
This resource includes topics that may be considered controversial or sensitive. Teachers are to respect the diverse views and experiences of all students and approach discussions in a manner that are impartial, free from harassment and discrimination, supportive of students’ wellbeing needs and aligned with the department’s Code of conduct, Anti-racism policy, Controversial issues in schools procedures, and values in NSW public schools. Teachers should facilitate rational discourse and objective study while tailoring the content to meet the unique needs of their students. Where possible, teachers should consult with the school’s wellbeing team before using contexts that may be sensitive for some students. 


Outcomes
A student:
P1 – identifies and applies legal concepts and terminology 
[bookmark: _Hlk176248534]P2 – describes the key features of Australian and international law
P3 – describes the operation of domestic and international legal systems
P4 – discusses the effectiveness of the legal system in addressing issues
P5 – describes the role of law in encouraging cooperation and resolving conflict, as well as initiating and responding to change
P6 – explains the nature of the interrelationship between the legal system and society
P7 – evaluates the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice
P8 – locates, selects and organises legal information from a variety of sources including legislation, cases, media, international instruments and documents
P9 – communicates legal information using well-structured responses
P10 – accounts for differing perspectives and interpretations of legal information and issues.
Legal Studies Stage 6 Syllabus © 2009 NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
Note: the outcomes above are fully addressed when all learning sequences associated with Core Part 1 are taught. Individual learning sequences may not address all outcomes.


Learning sequence 4 – law reform
This sequence is designed to take 4 hours. Students will draw on knowledge from previous content in learning sequences 1, 2 and 3, which address basic legal concepts, sources of contemporary Australian law and the classification of law. An understanding of key terms such as justice, law reform and mechanisms of reform is needed. This learning sequence is designed to support the development of student language and literacy skills in reading and writing including using text structure and vocabulary effectively in context. This sequence should be taught with awareness of the Controversial Issues in Schools policy.
Consider the following when adapting this learning sequence to your school context:
The appropriateness of individual sources and content given the age and maturity level of your students.
The presence of students with close links to the events discussed in the learning sequence. This is particularly important when referencing the impact of the legal system and laws upon Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Peoples.
The literacy needs of students, especially in relation to reading and understanding legal sources.
The opportunities to further differentiate the content to better support your students.

[bookmark: _Toc178662346]Syllabus content
Table 1 – excerpt of Legal Studies Stage 6 Syllabus 2009
	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	conditions that give rise to law reform including: changing social values, new concepts of justice, new technology
agencies of reform including law reform commissions, parliamentary committees, the media, non-government organisations
mechanisms of reform including courts, parliaments, United Nations intergovernmental organizations
	examine the conditions that give rise to law reform
describe the role of agencies involved in law reform
examine the operation of the different mechanisms of reform




[bookmark: _Toc178662348][bookmark: _Toc112681291]Conditions that give rise to law reform
[bookmark: _Toc178662349]Learning intentions and success criteria
Note: these learning intentions and success criteria are general and should be contextualised to suit your school and students’ needs. Success criteria can be differentiated to depending on the starting point of diverse students. For more information on this explicit teaching strategy, see Sharing success criteria.
Learning intention
We are learning: 
to identify and examine the conditions that cause the law to be changed
Success criteria
I can:
correctly explain the roles of changing social values, new ideas of justice and new technology in causing the law to be changed
write a 1 PEEL paragraph response evidencing the cause for legal change
Note: teachers should consider the Controversial Issues in Schools policy and ensure all material used is appropriate for individual classroom and school context. The syllabus strongly recommends that students have opportunity to observe the operation of courts or tribunals during this learning sequence (accessible at Rule of Law Education Centre).
Defining law reform
Law reform is the process by which the law is changed. It takes place through a variety of mechanisms including the establishment of common law precedents, amendments to statutes in parliament and ratification of international law. Law reform may occur for one or more reasons including changing social values, new concepts of justice or the development of new technologies that require regulation.
Check for understanding: Use a Google Form or similar quick response activity to enable students to record their definitions of ‘law reform’. Where incorrect definitions are recorded, the teacher should reteach the content to improve student understanding.
Draw on your prior knowledge to brainstorm the definitions of the below terms related to law reform.
law
society
jurisdiction
parliament
reform
media
Collaborate in small groups to construct joint definitions of each of the above terms. Share your joint definitions with the class. 
Note: teachers may use the above activity to assess student preparedness to distinguish between public and private law, given the level of complexity of the definitions. For EAL/D students, consider using visuals to support this language-dependent activity to help build conceptual understanding and to connect students with their prior learning. EAL/D students who speak the same home language should be given an opportunity to discuss the definitions in their own language first. Teachers should use gradual release of responsibility throughout the activity, including moving between modelled, guided and independent practice.
Watch Why is law reform important (1:52). Discuss the conditions that cause law reform as a class by drawing on the content in the video and prior knowledge from learning sequences 1-3.
Checking prior knowledge: ask students complete a KWLH chart to reflect on their learning about the causes of law reform from previous lessons. Teachers should collect the chart, make a copy, return the original to students and analyse the copies to assess student understanding. Students should retain the KWLH chart until the end of the unit and check whether they have answered the questions that they have developed.
Modelled practice: demonstrate to students how to go through the research task below to elicit deeper understanding of the question.
Engage with Law Reform and Parliamentary Committees - NSW Parliament Education then support students to answer the following questions:
Define ‘law reform’.
Outline how laws are reformed in NSW. 
Explain how law reform resulted in changes to ‘double-jeopardy’ laws in NSW.
Guided practice: guide students as they move through the research task below, supporting students to give more of the responses and then jointly construct the explanation.
Engage with ‘Open justice is deceptively simple’ then answer the following questions:
Define ‘justice’.
Outline how changing concepts of justice have informed the reform recommendations made by the NSW Law Reform Commission.
Explain why is it hard to “balance the interests of open justice against interests such as the protection of vulnerable people, the right to a fair trial and the integrity of police investigation”?
Independent practice: release students to complete the research activity below, regularly checking for student understanding and reteaching elements of the process as necessary. 
Engage with Crackdown on drone use (6:30) then answer the following questions:
Define ‘technology’.
Outline how changing technology has created a need for law reform.
Explain why it is challenging to regulate drone use. 
Explain how organisations have tried to regulate drone use.
Note: the following activity can be converted to a jigsaw activity with groups allocated to specific cases to suit student ability level and prior knowledge. Teachers should model the desired response as a part of their explanation of the task. EAL/D students will require support to access and understand the text in order to work through the different stages of the jigsaw activity.
Break into groups of 3 to 4 students and explore each of the cases in Table 3 using the links provided. Identify if they address law reform due to changing social values, new concepts of justice or new technologies and the mechanism of law reform (common law precedent or amendment to legislation) by completing the table. Summarise the outcome of the change in the final column.
Note: the articles in the table below reference sensitive issues including domestic violence and pornography. Teachers should consider the appropriateness of the texts for their students prior to beginning the lesson and comply with the Controversial issues in schools policy.
[bookmark: _Ref176160184]Table 3 – case analysis scaffold
	Reform
	Reason for law reform
	Mechanism of reform
	Outcome

	Causation under the civil liability acts
	
	
	

	Ticketless parking fines
	
	
	

	Pets in rental properties
	
	
	

	Social media age limits
	
	
	


Select one of the above examples of law reform and write a write a 1-paragraph response to the following question: “Why was law reform necessary in your chosen example and how was it achieved?”
Differentiation: students should be encouraged to use the terminology in Table 2 as a supporting resource when writing an ordered paragraph comparing the outcomes of the associated cases. This may include using the type of law or courts involved in the case as the basis for paragraph structure in a short response. The teacher should explicitly teach students how to develop logical structures in legal writing and explain the way that these structures enable the generation of ordered and cohesive texts. Provide novice student-writers with a writing scaffold to support paragraph construction. The teacher could also provide a model paragraph to support students’ writing and consider discussion of cohesive devices. Teachers should use gradual release of responsibility throughout the activity, including moving between modelled, guided and independent practice.

[bookmark: _Toc178662350]Agencies of law reform 
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Note: these learning intentions and success criteria are general and should be contextualised to suit your school and students’ needs. Success criteria can be differentiated to depending on the starting point of diverse students. For more information on this explicit teaching strategy, see Sharing success criteria.
Learning intention
We are learning:
describe and compare the roles of agencies involved in law reform processes
Success criteria
I can:
work with peers to create a profile of one agency that supports law reform processes in Australia
write a multi-paragraph response comparing the roles and contributions of three agencies involved in law reform processes
Note: students should be supported to generate structured, multi-paragraph responses through the explicit teaching of sentence-level, paragraph-level and response level structures, which may include the use of writing scaffolds.
Access NSW Law Reform Commission – What we do. Read the information on the page and respond to the following questions and prompts:
What is the role of the NSW Law Reform Commission?
Why does the NSW Law Reform Commission prioritise a ‘collaborative process’ when investigating law reform?
Who does the NSW Law Reform Commission present its recommendations to?
Access NSW Law Reform Commission – Our law reform process. Explore each of the tabs to learn about steps in the law reform process and then respond to the following questions and prompts:
Create a graphic organiser such as a flow chart to represent the process that the NSW Law Reform Commission uses to develop recommendations for law reform.
Work with a peer to discuss the possible strengths and weaknesses of the process used by the NSW Law Reform Commission. Consider who does get to and who does not get to contribute to law reform in NSW.
Note: the teacher should provide students with at least 3 hardcopies of Table 4 prior to completing the activity below. The following activity can be converted to a jigsaw activity with groups allocated to specific agencies to suit student ability level and prior knowledge. Teachers should model the desired response as a part of their explanation of the task. EAL/D students will require support to access and understand the text in order to work through the different stages of the jigsaw activity.
Break into groups of 2 to 3 students and select one of the agencies of law reform listed below to study. Each group should address a different agency of law reform.
Access the website of your chosen group. Navigate to the ‘about us’ or ‘who we are’ section of the website and read the information that is provided there as a starting point for the activity below.
Australian Law Reform Commission
NSW Parliamentary Committees 
The Human Rights Law Centre
Australian Human Rights Commission
Redfern Legal Centre
GetUp! Australia
Rule of Law Institute of Australia
Complete the table below for your chosen agency of law reform in hard copy. Be sure to carefully consider the jurisdiction (type of law and area of application of that law), which your agency addresses. Some agencies only support law reform in a particular state and others only support law reform that addresses certain areas of law.
Table 4 – agency of law reform analysis scaffold
	Attribute
	Research

	Name of agency
	

	Date of formation
	

	Type of agency (government or NGO)

	

	Jurisdiction of advocacy (e.g. NSW)

	

	Current campaigns or projects

	

	Examples of contributions to law reform







	


Ensure that each member of your group has a completed copy of the table for the group’s chosen agency of law reform. 
Move in your group to one part of the classroom, away from other groups, to display your table. 
Conduct a gallery walk to examine the tables created by other groups in the class. While conducting your gallery walk, complete the 2 remaining hardcopy tables for agencies of law reform that are different to your group’s agency. Ensure that you complete the table for 1 government agency and 1 non-government agency (NGO).
Note: teachers may wish to use writing scaffolds to support students in completing the task below.
Use your 3 completed tables to individually write a multi-paragraph response comparing the roles and contributions of the 3 agencies involved in law reform processes. 
Note: the activity below is a case study of the ‘Your Right to Know’ campaign and the role of the media in prompting law reform. Students should be made aware of the political nature of the resources that they are viewing prior to the lesson. Teachers should consider the Controversial Issues in Schools policy and ensure all material used is appropriate for individual classroom and school context.
Engage with the campaign website for the “Your Right to Know” campaign. Examine the Who’s Involved and Why it Matters tabs to develop an understanding of the objectives of the campaign. 
Use your knowledge of law reform processes and the information on the campaign website for the “Your Right to Know” campaign to respond to the following questions and prompts:
Create a list of the media outlets supporting the campaign.
Describe the law reform that the campaign seeks to achieve.
Explain how the media is trying to influence government to undertake law reform.
Engage with the article ‘Your Right to Know Campaign Launches’ and respond to the following questions and prompts:
Describe possible criticisms of the media campaigning for law reform.
To what extent do you think the media should use its platform to campaign for law reform?
[bookmark: _Toc178662352]Mechanisms for law reform
[bookmark: _Toc178662353]Learning intentions and success criteria
Note: these learning intentions and success criteria are general and should be contextualised to suit your school and students’ needs. Success criteria can be differentiated to depending on the starting point of diverse students. For more information on this explicit teaching strategy, see Sharing success criteria.
Learning intention
Students:
understand how the law is reformed at domestic and international levels.
Success criteria
Students can:
create a flow-chart illustrating the process of law reform in the NSW parliament.
write a 1-paragraph examining how changes in international law can prompt domestic law reform
Note: it is important for students to have a clear understanding of the relationship between international law and domestic law prior to beginning this sequence. Teachers may wish to refer students back to learning sequence 1 to remind them of the role of international law in the legal system.
Access Amendments and read the content under “Amending an Act of Parliament”. Carefully examine the How Laws are Changed and Made for a reminder of the process used to create and amend laws. Respond to the following questions and prompts:
Describe the similarities and differences between the processes for creating and amending legislation in NSW. 
Create a graphic organiser such as a flow chart to represent the process that occurs when the NSW Government uses an amendment to reform an existing law.
Note: the teacher should access Parliament and the courts: Reforming the law prior to the beginning of the activity below and ensure that they can access the associated video resources. While this is a high quality resource, it is worth noting for students that it addresses the Victorian legal system rather than the NSW legal system.
Watch the video Reforming the law – 1, Processes for reforming the law (14:36) and engage in a class discussion about the role of courts in prompting law reform. 
Participate in a Think-Pair-Share routine to response to the following question: “How do courts support law reform”?
Respond to the following questions and prompts individually:
Describe the limitations of law reform arises from the courts.
Describe the advantages of law reform that arises from the courts.
How might the courts make a stronger contribution to law reform processes?
Differentiation: Students who prefer to use a language other than English should be given opportunities throughout this lesson to develop oral as well as written language. This may include using subtitles when viewing the video, working with peers as they complete the Think-Pair-Share routine or responding to the above questions in verbal rather than written form. Teachers should integrate Universal Design for Learning principles into their delivery of lesson content wherever possible.
Discuss the contents of Human Rights Treaties and International Law in Australia as a class. Focus on content under the subheading “The treaty process in Australia”. 
Respond to the following questions and prompts:
What is an international treaty?
Create a graphic organiser such as a flow chart to represent the process that enables international law to be implemented in Australia.
Summarise how the above process was applied in relation to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) and the Racial Discrimination Act 1975.
With the support of your teacher, engage with the contents of Inquiry into the Application of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Australia. This may be supplemented with engagement with the UN Explainer on UNDRIP: 
Respond to the following questions and prompts:
What is the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)?
Why is the adoption of the declaration by the United Nations not enough to ensure the application of UNDRIP in Australian domestic law?
How does the Law Council of Australia suggest that UNDRIP might be better applied in Australian law?
What mechanisms for law reform can be used by the Australian Government to act on the recommendations of the Law Council of Australia, if it wishes to do so?
Write a 1-paragraph explanation of how changes in international law can prompt domestic law reform using UNDRIP as an example.
Note: the activity below is designed to consolidate student understanding of the mechanisms by which the law can be reformed.
Reflect on your understanding of the differing mechanisms by which the law can be reformed in Australia and record your reflections on a class Affinity diagram. Copy the diagram into your notes once complete.
Note: the class Affinity diagram should be used by the teacher as an opportunity to check for student understanding of content in the previous activity.


Additional information
The information below can be used to support teachers when using this teaching resource for Stage 6 legal studies.
[bookmark: _Toc1022999069][bookmark: _Toc112409496][bookmark: _Toc178662354]Support and alignment
Resource evaluation and support: all curriculum resources are prepared through a rigorous process. Resources are periodically reviewed as part of our ongoing evaluation plan to ensure currency, relevance and effectiveness. For additional support or advice, or to provide feedback, contact the HSIE Curriculum team by emailing hsie@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Hlk148105154]Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, EALD students, students with a disability and/or additional needs and High Potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning programming and assessing 7-12 webpage. This includes the Inclusion and differentiation 7–10 advice webpage.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning programming and assessing 7-12 webpage. This includes the Classroom assessment advice 7-10. For summative assessment tasks, the assessment task advice 7-10 webpage is available.
Explicit teaching: further advice to support explicit teaching is available on the Explicit teaching webpage. This includes the CESE Explicit teaching – Driving learning and engagement webpage.
Consulted with: Curriculum and Reform, Literacy and Numeracy and Explicit Teaching.
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: School Excellence Policy, Our Plan for NSW Public Education.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource supports the School Excellence Framework elements of curriculum (curriculum provision) and effective classroom practice (lesson planning, explicit teaching).
Alignment to Australian Professional Teaching Standards: this resource supports teachers to address Australian Professional Teaching Standards [3.2.2, 3.3.2].
Creation date: December 2024.
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