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All NSW public schools need to plan curriculum and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990 (NSW) and the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses and credentialing requirements. Scope and sequences form part of the ongoing documentation or evidence that schools maintain to comply with the department’s policy, policy standards and registration requirements.
This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create learning that is contextualised to their classroom. It can be used as a basis for the teacher’s own program, assessment, or scope and sequence, or be used as an example of how the new curriculum could be implemented. The resource has suggested timeframes that may need to be adjusted by the teacher to meet the needs of their students.
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Note: the ‘Term and duration’ column provides general guidance on scheduling and duration of units. Adjust to suit your school context.
Table 1 – Legal Studies 11–12 (Year 11) – sample scope and sequence
	Term and duration
	Learning overview
	Outcomes
	Assessment

	Term 1
Weeks 1–10
40 hours
	Investigating the law
Students explore the foundations of Australian and international law and how legal frameworks and institutions regulate society and protect rights. They examine key concepts such as justice, the rule of law and legal classification, alongside sources of law, legal institutions and the constitutional framework.
Students investigate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Customary Lore and the influence of international law, using contemporary examples to understand how the law operates in practice. Throughout the unit, students consider the relationship between rights and responsibilities and evaluate the effectiveness of legal systems in achieving justice.
	LST-11-01, LST-11-02, LST-11-03, LST-11-05, LST-11-07, LST-11-08
	Research and communication task 
Term 1 Week 9

	Term 2
Weeks 1–6
25 hours
	Disputes under the law
Students explore how the law protects individual rights and resolves disputes through criminal, civil and administrative law. Through the study of cases and real-world disputes, they examine legal processes, the roles of courts and legal personnel and the outcomes achieved.
Students evaluate the effectiveness of legal and non-legal responses in achieving justice, with reference to fairness, access and the protection of rights.
	LST-11-01, LST-11-03, LST-11-05, LST-11-06, LST-11-07, LST-11-08
	n/a

	Term 2
Weeks 7–10
Term 3
Weeks 1–2 
25 hours
	Changing the law
Students explore how and why laws change as a reflection of society’s values. Through 2 case studies, including the recognition of land rights and native title for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, they examine the reasons for reform, the drivers and processes of change, and the roles of individuals, institutions and the law-making bodies involved. Students analyse both formal and informal methods of law reform and evaluate the outcomes of change, while considering the benefits and limitations of reforms. 
	LST-11-01, LST-11-03, LST-11-04, LST-11-06, LST-11-07, LST-11-08
	Extended response
Term 2 Week 7

	Term 3
Weeks 3–10
30 hours
	Experiences with the law
Students examine how different groups experience the legal system and the extent to which justice is achieved. Through 2 case studies, including young people and one other group, they explore the nature of legal interactions, the need for protection and the challenges arising from contact with the law.
Students investigate access to justice, including legal protections, advocacy, legal processes and alternative approaches, as well as the role of non-government organisations. They evaluate the responsiveness of the legal system by assessing its effectiveness in delivering equitable outcomes, with reference to indicators of success and barriers to achieving justice.
	LST-11-01, LST-11-04, LST-11-05, LST-11-06, LST-11-07, LST-11-08
	Formal examination 
Term 3 
End of course examination period
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This resource contains NSW Curriculum and syllabus content. The NSW Curriculum is developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). This content is prepared by NESA for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales. The material is protected by Crown copyright.
Please refer to the NESA Copyright Disclaimer for more information https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/copyright.
NESA holds the only official and up-to-date versions of the NSW Curriculum and syllabus documents. Please visit NESA https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa and NSW Curriculum https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au.
Legal Studies 11–12 Syllabus @ NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2025.
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The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material).
Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
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This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.
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