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[bookmark: _Toc238463850]Overview
In this task, students will complete an independent investigation into how historians and other producers of history have interpreted and debated the past. They will create and research their own historiographical question based on the issues raised in the key questions.
Students will analyse, synthesise and evaluate interpretations from a range of sources, then develop and justify their own position. Their essay must show that they understand different perspectives and can challenge competing views.
Students will present their investigation as a well-structured, critical and coherent argument, using sophisticated historical expression and consistent referencing. Teachers are advised to refer to the History project component of the syllabus to ensure a clear understanding of the project’s specific requirements.


[bookmark: _Toc238463851]Assessment task – History project
Type of task: Historiographical investigation
Suggested weighting: 40 %
[bookmark: _Toc238463852]Outcomes
A student:
HX-12-02 constructs a position about an area of historiographical interpretation, and discusses and challenges other positions
HX-12-03 plans, conducts and presents a substantial investigation involving analysis, synthesis and evaluation of information from historical sources of differing perspectives and historiographical approaches
HX-12-04 communicates through detailed, well-structured texts to explain, argue, discuss, analyse or evaluate historiographical issues
History Extension 11–12 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc238463853]Task description
Students will undertake an independent, substantial historiographical investigation in response to a self-devised, syllabus-appropriate historiographical question.
The investigation must demonstrate:
informed and justified selection of historians and sources from differing perspectives
effective analysis, synthesis and evaluation of historiographical interpretations
a clearly articulated and defensible historiographical position
sustained and coherent communication using appropriate historical language and structure.
Students must construct a response that communicates their investigation and historiographical argument with clarity, depth and academic rigor.
Students are required to submit 4 components for the History Project. All components must be submitted by the set due date.
Students must submit the following elements.
[bookmark: _Toc238463854]Project proposal
The project proposal outlines what you plan to investigate, a description of the preliminary research and how you intend to investigate. It is to be submitted before the rest of the task and approved by the teacher before commencing the investigation part of the assessment. The project proposal is not formally assessed as part of the school assessment program.
Students’ project proposal must include:
their proposed historiographical question
a brief explanation of the historical issue and context
an outline of the focus and scope of their investigation
an initial list of historians or perspectives they intend to explore including an outline of 3 preliminary sources
a short explanation of how this question connects to one or more of the syllabus key questions.
[bookmark: _Toc238463855]Written response
This is the main part of the assessment and will be marked using the assessment criteria. It should:
communicate through an essay of no more than 2,500 words, to
analyse historical and historiographical perspectives or issues
explain and argue for an historiographical position
discuss and challenge other historiographical positions
use consistently formatted footnotes or endnotes to acknowledge the source of statements in the text or make minor clarifications to the text.
[bookmark: _Toc238463856]Bibliography
This must be included at the end of the student’s written response. The bibliography is required to demonstrate research depth and academic integrity. It should contain:
a list of all sources used in your investigation
historians and other producers of history from differing perspectives and interpretations
a consistently formatted academic style.
[bookmark: _Toc238463857]Process log
The process log shows how students planned and carried out their investigation over time. It is a documentary record of their work. It should be submitted as a separate document and is not formally assessed as part of the school assessment program. It should contain:
the topic choice, specific question and research intentions
sequentially dated records or digital recordings of the inquiry process, such as research plans, resourcing or correspondence
evidence of academic research such as sources, summaries and notes
progressive dated drafts of work
evidence of teacher and peer feedback, and reflection
ethical considerations where relevant.
[bookmark: _Toc238463858]Submission details
You are required to submit all 4 components of the History Project by the respective due dates. Each student must sign a History Project Declaration and Certification Form statement, witnessed by the supervising teacher, declaring that the submitted project is their own work. The following are proposed due dates and will need to be adjusted to suit the school timetable.
History project proposal – Term 4 Week 8 [not assessable]
History project written response and bibliography – Term 3 Week 2 [assessable]
History project process log – Term 3 Week 2 [not assessable]
Submit your task via [as per school requirements] by 9:00 am on the due date.
Make sure your file is clearly named with your surname and first name.
A signed History Project Declaration and Certification Form.
Late submissions will be handled according to school assessment policy.
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Table 1 – assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	33–40
	Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of historiographical approaches, concepts and issues
Conducts a sustained and insightful investigation, analysing, synthesising and evaluating interpretations from differing perspectives
Constructs a clear, well-justified historiographical position, effectively discussing and challenging alternative interpretations
Communicates through a coherent, well-structured and precise written response, using relevant historiographical language, with consistent referencing and a correctly formatted bibliography

	25–32
	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of historiographical approaches, concepts and issues
Conducts a well-developed investigation, with effective analysis and evaluation of differing perspectives
Constructs a clear and defensible position, engaging with alternative interpretations
Communicates through a clear and logically structured written response, using appropriate historical language, referencing and cited in bibliography

	17–24
	Demonstrates some understanding of historiographical approaches, concepts and issues
Conducts an investigation that meets requirements, with some analysis of differing perspectives
Presents an evident position with some consideration of alternative interpretations
Communicates through a generally structured response, with inconsistent use of historical language and referencing with bibliography

	9–16
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of historiographical approaches and issues
Conducts a narrow or underdeveloped investigation, with little analysis or evaluation
Presents a limited, unclear or ineffectively supported position
Communicates with limited structure and clarity, using historical language inconsistently and/or incorrect referencing and bibliography

	1–8
	May provide isolated observations about historiographical approaches or issues
Investigation is incomplete or largely generalised, with minimal use of relevant sources
No clear historiographical position is established or justified
Communication is unclear or unstructured, with little appropriate historical language and little or no referencing or bibliography




[bookmark: _Toc238463860]History Extension project – proposal proforma
Student name:
Topic area (main theme/idea/era/personality):
Date submitted:
	Description of preliminary research
Provide a brief description of your chosen topic and explain the historical context in which it sits. Then select at least 3 sources you have begun to consult and explain how each source has shaped or refined your research question(s). For each source, include full bibliographic details and a clear explanation of its value to your investigation (for example, its perspective, argument, evidence or historiographical approach). Aim to select your strongest academic sources at this stage of your research. You should write a minimum of half a page for each source.

	

	Focus question(s)
Identify the key question your essay will address. Compose one or more working question(s) that reflect your area of interest. These questions do not need to be final and may be refined after receiving feedback. Your question(s) should focus primarily on historiography – that is, historians’ interpretations and debates – rather than a narrative of historical events. You may find it helpful to frame your question using prompts such as: ‘Evaluate the view that …’, ‘To what extent …’, ‘Assess the …’

	

	Inquiry questions
These are supporting questions that help you develop the depth of understanding required to answer your central (big) question with authority. They guide your research and ensure your argument is informed, balanced and well-evidenced. For example, before writing with authority about Henry Reynolds, on Australian post-colonial history, you would first need to consider questions such as: What is Reynold’s personal and temporal context? How might this context help explain his interpretations and arguments? What claims has he made in his writings about Australian history? How have other historians responded to, supported or challenged his views?

	

	Link to key questions
Explain (don’t just identify) how your proposed question/area of study links to one or more of the key questions.

	

	Research intentions
a) Areas/texts to examine. Describe the types of sources you plan to consult as part of your investigation. Then provide a list of sources you have identified so far (for example, books, academic journals, scholarly articles, historians/academics, documentaries or films). The majority of these sources should be academic in nature and explicitly focused on historiography – that is, historians’ interpretations, debates and schools of thought – rather than purely narrative accounts of events.

	

	Research intentions
b) Methods of investigation. Explain the methods you plan to use in your investigation. This may include analysis of primary and secondary sources, interviews (identify who you could interview, including specific names and/or types of interviewees), and the use of relevant conceptual or historiographical frameworks (for example, feminist, revisionist, Marxist or post-colonial perspectives). You may also refer to other appropriate methods such as surveys, legislation, oral history or different historical approaches, including microhistory and macrohistory, where relevant to your topic.

	

	Approved: YES/NO
Feedback:
Date:
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