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[bookmark: _Toc225758492][bookmark: _Toc233891841]Overview
This assessment task support document is designed for use during implementation of the sample program: ‘Depth study (core) – Australia: making a nation – from Federation to WWI (1889 – c. 1919)’ which can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing History 7–10 (2024) webpage. It should be considered in conjunction with the sample assessment schedule and related resources.

[bookmark: _Toc225758493][bookmark: _Toc233891842]Assessment task – ‘Making a nation’: an historical podcast
Type of task: research and digital oral presentation
Suggested weighting: 25%
[bookmark: _Toc225758494][bookmark: _Toc233891843]Task advice – creating a podcast
Think carefully about the conventions of a podcast but be sure not to overly focus on the creative side, as the historical research, detail and judgement are the main focus. Consider the following:
The episode should begin with an appropriate title, followed by an introductory song or tune and other features like sound effects or segments such as questions from listeners.
There should then be an interesting introduction, or what is called a ‘hook’. This is the first 30 seconds of the program, where you capture the attention of the audience with an engaging pitch about the topic and question, almost a sales pitch so that they continue to listen.
The hook should be followed by a more formal welcome and introduction to the episode and guest speaker.
This is an oral, not a visual, medium, so think about variation in voice, tone, expression and the vocabulary you use. While this is a form of popular history and you want to entertain, it is a serious topic so the register needs to be academic and formal.
Rather than a traditional essay or extended response, here you are trying to express your response in the form of a scripted conversation of no more than 1200 words, so keep this limit in mind.
There are some fantastic examples of history podcasts to both inspire you and provide you with an exemplar. They include but are not limited to:
The Rest Is History
Stuff the British Stole
You’re Dead to Me
Dan Snow’s History Hit.
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[bookmark: _Toc233891844]Task advice – exemplar group: workers
How did the period of making a nation (1889 – c. 1919) impact different groups in Australia?
Relevant areas to focus on and related talking points:
Table 1 – impact of nation-making on workers
	Area
	Talking points

	Immigration Restriction Act
	The Immigration Restriction Act 1901, together with the Pacific Island Labourers Act 1901, continued existing restrictions on Asian and Pacific Islander workers by effectively denying them entry to Australia through the strategic ‘dictation test’. It was based on fears of non-white workers taking away the rights and privileges enjoyed by white Australian workers. Other workers were sent home.
The ‘working man’s paradise’ only applied to white Australians.

	Trade unions and workers’ movement
	The Factories and Shops Act 1896 created minimum wages and working conditions for workers in specific industries such as clothing and furniture manufacture. It also restricted employment of children. Again, though, the same opportunities were not extended to women or Chinese workers.
The Australian Workers’ Union, formed in 1894, pushed for laws such as the Council and Arbitration Act 1904, which allows for legally binding wages and conditions for workers.
The Australian Labor Party formed in 1901 to represent Australian workers.
The Harvester Judgement (1907) was a turning point in workers’ rights in creating a ‘fair and reasonable wage’ which would allow people to meet the cost of living. 
The Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act 1908 created the beginnings of social security and welfare in Australia. Several groups were excluded, such as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders, Pacific Islanders and ‘natives’ of Africa and New Zealand.

	WWI
	There was a huge impact for men who went to war and for women workers on the home front who had the opportunity to take on roles usually restricted to men. At the end of the war, though, women were expected to return to gendered roles.
There was unequal pay, as the women who took on the work usually received substantially less for the same work.
Working conditions and cost of living went up, leading to strikes, while the government tried to restrict the power of the unions.
There was discrimination against migrant workers, with ‘enemy alien’ groups like German Australians targeted and taken away from their jobs.
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Source 1
Figure 1 – medal awarded to Stephen Barker
[image: Photograph of a vintage commemorative medal with a twisted rope border and a pin attachment at the top. Medal features embossed text "8 HOURS ANNIVERSARY 1897" and "COMMITTEE" surrounding a central design of three large number eights.]
Source: Medal awarded by the Eight Hour Anniversary Committee to Stephen Barker in 1897, Melbourne Victoria, courtesy of Museums Victoria CBY (licensed as Attribution 4.0 International).
There are 2 ways that you can use the source.
Include a referenced picture of it in your podcast script with a brief explanation of what it demonstrates about the impact of the period on your group. For example:
‘Source 1 demonstrates the celebration of one of the key achievements for workers in this period, the campaign for the 8-hour work day. The medal symbolises the labour movement’s principle of 8 hours of work, 8 hours of leisure and 8 hours of sleep as a response to poor working conditions and extremely long working hours.’
Incorporate the source into your actual podcast conversation or dialogue. For example:
Host (Megan): ‘Mr Williams, you have brought a special object with you, haven’t you? An item that commemorates the achievements of the labour movement during this period for workers. I will try and describe it for our listeners: it is a brilliant, shiny silver medal and has the numbers 888 across it, as well as the year 1897. What else can you tell the audience about it?’
Mr Williams: ‘Thank you, Megan, absolutely. The late 1800s into the early 1900s was a key moment in the history of our nation for Australian workers. This medal celebrates the 30th anniversary of stonemasons in Melbourne striking after their employers refused to reduce their working hours. A deal was struck and the stonemasons only had to work 8 hours a day. A huge campaign began to expand this right to other workers. You mentioned the 888 on the medal, which refers to a 19th-century worker’s ditty: “8 hours to work, 8 hours to play, 8 hours to sleep. Eight bob a day. A fair day’s work, for a fair day’s pay.”’
[bookmark: _Toc225758497]
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This documentation is designed to support students with approaching the assessment task. ‘here are many types of podcasts, this task asks you to construct an interview between a podcaster or host and a historian (you) on the topic of Australia as a nation during this period. The podcast proforma below has been prepared using examples and guidance from The Student Podcaster.
Consider watching the clip Behind the News: Meet the kids who are producing a podcast at their school (2:46), as well as an appropriate and age-relevant history podcast, to break down components and familiarise students with the format. Examples include No One Saw It Coming and Hey History!.
Note: the timings in the proforma below are just examples.
Table 2 – podcast planning template for students
	Time
	 ü 
	Script
	Sound effects
	Music
	Images or sources

	0:00
	ü
	Acknowledgement of Country
	
	
	Appropriate accompanying image or slide

	0:20
	ü
	Voice-over that features in each podcast ‘opening’
	
	Intro music
	Accompanying image

	0:51
	ü
	Introduction by host to episode, topic and interviewee (you)
	
	
	Visual collage of era

	1:51
	ü
	
	Interlude music
	
	Visual transition

	1:56
	ü
	Questions and answers on progressive achievements and identity
	Where appropriate
	
	Accompanying sources

	4:56
	ü
	
	Interlude music
	
	Visual transition

	5:01
	ü
	Questions and answers on challenges to democracy and identity
	Where appropriate
	
	Accompanying sources

	9:01
	ü
	
	Interlude music
	
	Visual transition

	9:06
	ü
	Overall judgement on Australia as a nation over the period
	Where appropriate
	
	Accompanying sources

	11:06
	ü
	Host summarises findings of podcast and thanks guest
	Closing music begins quietly in the background
	
	

	12:36–13:16
	ü
	Host concludes episode, farewells audience, mentions next episode
	
	Closing music
	Appropriate closing images
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