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[bookmark: _Toc240443651]Overview
This assessment task is designed for use during the implementation of the Depth study (core): Australia at war – WWII (1939 – c. 1945) program of learning. It should be considered in conjunction with the sample assessment schedule, program and related resources. Depending on school context and assessment scheduling, teachers may wish to use the final lesson of the unit to unpack the assessment task. This may include reviewing the task requirements and clarifying key terminology. Teachers may also provide students with opportunities to practise relevant historical skills, such as source analysis, using evidence and constructing historical explanations, to support successful completion of the task.


[bookmark: _Toc240443652]Assessment task – experiences of Australians in World War II
Type of task: in-class source analysis
Suggested weighting: 20%
[bookmark: _Toc240443653]Outcomes
A student:
HI5-SOU-01 integrates evidence from sources to develop historical accounts, explanations and arguments about the past
[bookmark: _Toc240443654]Content
Reasons for the enlistment, and the experiences of servicemen and servicewomen in Australia’s defence forces, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
History 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc240443655]Task description
Students will complete an in-class written task worth 30 marks.
Students will use 2 provided historical sources and their own knowledge to respond to 3 questions about the experiences of Australians during World War II.
Students will have access to the questions 2 weeks prior to the assessment to support planning and preparation. The historical sources will be unseen until the assessment begins.
The task will be completed individually under teacher supervision in a 60-minute lesson, consisting of 10 minutes for reading and planning and 50 minutes for writing.
During the task, students will be expected to select and use relevant evidence from the sources and apply their own historical knowledge to support their responses. In Question 3, students will be expected to integrate evidence from both sources with their own knowledge to develop an historical explanation.
[bookmark: _Toc240443656]Questions
You will answer 3 questions using Sources A and B and your own knowledge. 
Using Source A and your own knowledge describe the experiences of Australian soldiers during World War II. (5 marks)
Using Source B and your own knowledge explain the changing role of women on the Australian home front during World War II. (10 marks)
Using Sources A and B and your own knowledge, explain the differing experiences of Australians during World War II. (15 marks)
[bookmark: _Toc227832859][bookmark: _Toc240443657]Skills
This task will assess your ability to use and analyse historical sources to understand the experiences of different groups of Australians during World War II.
Note: ensure you have removed the sources before distributing the notification to students.
Source A
This photograph shows Australian soldiers crossing the Brown River during the Kokoda Campaign in Papua New Guinea. It provides visual evidence of the difficult terrain, environmental conditions and challenges faced by Australian troops fighting in the Pacific War.
Figure 1 – infantry Battalions crossing the Brown River on the Kokoda Track
[image: Infantry Battalions crossing the Brown River on the Kokoda Track.]
‘PAPUA, NEW GUINEA. 1942-10. A PATROL OF 2/25TH AND 2/33RD AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALIONS CROSSING’ by Thomas Fisher from the Australian War Memorial is available in the public domain.

Source B
This photograph depicts a munitions worker in New South Wales during World War II. It illustrates the changing role of women in the workforce and provides evidence of how the war affected life on the Australian home front.
Figure 2 – munitions worker, NSW, Australia, WW2
[image: Woman working in a wartime munitions factory, surrounded by ammunition, showing women’s contribution to Australian industry during World War II.]
‘Munitions worker, NSW, Australia, WW2’ (c. 1942) from the Australian War Memorial is licensed under the CC0 1.0.


[bookmark: _Toc240443658]Marking guidelines
Table 1 – experiences of Australian soldiers
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Provides a comprehensive and accurate description of the experiences of Australian soldiers during World War II
Integrates relevant evidence from Source A and own knowledge to support the description
Consistently uses appropriate historical terms and concepts

	B
	Provides a thorough description of the experiences of Australian soldiers during World War II
Uses relevant evidence from Source A and own knowledge to support the description
Uses appropriate historical terminology

	C
	Provides a sound description of the experiences of Australian soldiers during World War II
Makes some use of Source A and/or own knowledge
Uses some historical terms

	D
	Provides a basic description of the experiences of Australian soldiers during World War II
Makes limited reference to Source A and/or relevant own knowledge

	E
	Makes general statements
May refer to Source A


Table 2 – experiences of women on the Australian home front
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Provides a comprehensive and accurate explanation of the changing role of women on the Australian home front during World War II
Integrates relevant evidence from Source B and own knowledge to develop a thorough historical explanation
Consistently uses appropriate historical terms and concepts

	B
	Provides a thorough explanation of the changing role of women on the Australian home front during World War II
Uses relevant evidence from Source B and own knowledge to support the explanation
Uses appropriate historical terminology

	C
	Provides a sound explanation of the changing role of women on the Australian home front during World War II
Makes some use of Source B and/or own knowledge
Uses some historical terms

	D
	Provides a basic description of the changing role of women on the Australian home front during World War II
Makes limited reference to Source B and/or relevant own knowledge

	E
	Makes general statements
May refer to Source B


Table 3 – different experiences of Australians during World War II
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Provides a comprehensive and accurate explanation of the different ways Australians experienced World War II
Integrates relevant evidence from Sources A and B and own knowledge to develop a thorough historical explanation
Makes clear connections between the different experiences represented in the sources and broader Australian experiences during World War II
Consistently uses appropriate historical terms and concepts

	B
	Provides a thorough explanation of the different ways Australians experienced World War II
Uses relevant evidence from Sources A and B and own knowledge to support the explanation
Makes connections between different Australian experiences during World War II
Uses appropriate historical terminology

	C
	Provides a sound explanation of different Australian experiences during World War II
Makes some use of Sources A and B and/or own knowledge
Identifies some differences between Australian experiences
Uses some appropriate historical terms

	D
	Provides a basic description of some Australian experiences during World War II
Makes limited use of Sources A and B and/or own knowledge
Identifies limited differences between experiences

	E
	Makes general statements about Australian experiences during World War II
May refer to Sources A and B or own knowledge




[bookmark: _Toc178317965][bookmark: _Toc240443659]References
This resource contains NSW Curriculum and syllabus content. The NSW Curriculum is developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). This content is prepared by NESA for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales. The material is protected by Crown copyright.
Please refer to the NESA Copyright Disclaimer for more information https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/copyright.
NESA holds the only official and up-to-date versions of the NSW Curriculum and syllabus documents. Please visit NESA https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa and NSW Curriculum https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au.
History 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
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