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All NSW public schools need to plan curriculum and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990 (NSW) and the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses and credentialing requirements. Scope and sequences form part of the ongoing documentation or evidence schools maintain to comply with the department’s policy, policy standards and registration requirements.
This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create learning that is contextualised to their classroom. It can be used as a basis for the teacher’s own program, assessment, or scope and sequence, or be used as an example of how the new curriculum could be implemented. The resource has suggested timeframes that may need to be adjusted by the teacher to meet the needs of their students.
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Note: the ‘Term and duration’ column provides guidance on scheduling and duration of units and should be adjusted to suit your school context. 
The content available for Stage 4 is identical to that available for Stage 5. When teaching the course in Stage 4, the Stage 5 outcomes may be adjusted as appropriate to the needs of students in Years 7 and 8. Geography Elective 7–10: Suggested Stage 4 outcomes are provided on the digital syllabus Teaching and learning support page. 
The related Life Skills outcomes have been included in the scope and sequence to support the alignment and integration of Life Skills, however, students may not access Life Skills outcomes and other outcomes from the same subject. The Life Skills outcomes included reflect all possible related outcomes that could be aligned to the focus area being taught. A teacher has the flexibility to select appropriate outcomes for their classroom context when integrating Life Skills content.
Table 1 – Geography Elective (Stage 5) 200-hour scope and sequence
	Term and duration
	Learning overview
	Outcomes
	Concepts and skills
	Assessment

	Year 1 Term 1
Weeks 1–10 
Year 1 Term 2
Weeks 1–5
38 hours
	Physical geography: Planet Earth
Students develop an understanding of the natural systems that shape the Earth. They learn about geomorphic and geophysical processes, climate patterns and factors influencing climate variability and biodiversity, ecosystem relationships and human interactions with the environment, including the interactions of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples or other international Indigenous Peoples.
	GEE5-DFC-01, GEE5-PRI-01, GEE5-PAT-01, GEE5-GIE-01, GEE5-TAP-01, GEE5-COM-01
Related Life Skills outcomes: GEELS-DFC-01, GEELS-DFC-02, GEELS-PRI-01, GEELS-PRI-02, GEELS-PAT-01, GEELS-PER-01, GEELS-RES-01, GEELS-RES-02, GEELS-TAP-01, GEELS-TAP-02, GEELS-COM-01, GEELS-SAF-01
	Concepts
Environment, Change.
Skills
Acquiring geographical information, processing geographical information, communicating geographical information.
	Fieldwork task

	Year 1 Term 2
Weeks 6–10 
Year 1 Term 3
Weeks 1–10 
37 hours
	Human geography: Global citizenship
Students develop an understanding of the values and attitudes that underpin global citizenship. They learn about the interdependence of the global economy, the environment and society and how global challenges require collective action and international cooperation. Through case studies of global citizenship in action, students investigate initiatives that promote human rights, sustainability and equity, including the contributions of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples and other international Indigenous Peoples.
	GEE5-PRI-01, GEE5-PER-01, GEE5-RES-01, GEE5-GIE-01, GEE5-TAP-01, GEE5-COM-01
Related Life Skills outcomes: GEELS-PER-01, GEELS-RES-01, GEELS-RES-03, GEELS-GIE-01, GEELS-TAP-01, GEELS-TAP-02, GEELS-COM-01
	Concepts
Interconnection, Sustainability.
Skills
Acquiring geographical information, processing geographical information, communicating geographical information.
	Research task

	Year 1 Term 4
Weeks 1–10
25 hours
	Physical geography: Oceanography
Students develop an understanding of the significance of the world’s oceans. They learn about the relationship between ocean currents and climate, the different dimensions of human interaction with oceans and the challenges of managing ocean spaces, including consideration of international treaties, sustainability efforts and the rights and Knowledge Systems of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples and other international Indigenous Peoples.
	GEE5-DFC-01, GEE5-PRI-01, GEE5-RES-01, GEE5-GIE-01, GEE5-TAP-01, GEE5-COM-01
Related Life Skills outcomes: GEELS-DFC-01, GEELS-DFC-02, GEELS-PRI-01, GEELS-PRI-02, GEELS-PAT-01, GEELS-PER-01, GEELS-RES-01, GEELS-RES-02, GEELS-RES-03, GEELS-GIE-01, GEELS-TAP-01, GEELS-TAP-02, GEELS-COM-01, GEELS-SAF-01
	Concepts
Scale, Sustainability.
Skills
Acquiring geographical information, processing geographical information, communicating geographical information.
	Stimulus-based task

	Year 2 Term 1
Weeks 1–10
Year 2 Term 2
Weeks 1–5
38 hours
	Human geography: Primary production 
Students develop an understanding of the role of primary production in providing essential resources, sustaining economies and supporting livelihoods. They learn about the spatial distribution and processes involved in agriculture, mining, fishing and forestry. They explore the global patterns of production, the economic significance, the influence of multinational organisations and the contribution of primary industries to local and global communities. They consider environmental impacts, challenges and sustainable practices that aim to reduce harm and secure future production.
	GEE5-DFC-01, GEE5-PRI-01, GEE5-PER-01, GEE5-GIE-01, GEE5-TAP-01, GEE5-COM-01
Related Life Skills outcomes: GEELS-DFC-01, GEELS-PAT-01, GEELS-RES-02, GEELS-GIE-01, GEELS-TAP-01, GEELS-TAP-02, GEELS-COM-01, GEELS-SAF-01
	Concepts
Space, Sustainability.
Skills
Acquiring geographical information, processing geographical information, communicating geographical information.
	Geographical inquiry task

	Year 2 Term 2
Weeks 6–10 
Year 2 Term 3
Weeks 1–10 
37 hours
	Physical geography: Extreme environments
Students develop an understanding of the global distribution and environmental conditions of extreme environments. They learn how different factors contribute to environmental extremes and influence the survival of living organisms. Students also investigate how climate change can intensify and expand the severity and extent of extreme environments, as well as the significance of Indigenous Knowledges in management and response contexts.
	GEE5-DFC-01, GEE5-PRI-01, GEE5-PAT-01, GEE5-GIE-01, GEE5-TAP-01, GEE5-COM-01
Related Life Skills outcomes: GEELS-DFC-01, GEELS-DFC-02, GEELS-PRI-01, GEELS-PRI-02, GEELS-PAT-01, GEELS-RES-01, GEELS-RES-02, GEELS-GIE-01, GEELS-TAP-01, GEELS-TAP-02, GEELS-COM-01, GEELS-SAF-01
	Concepts
Place, Change.
Skills
Acquiring geographical information, processing geographical information, communicating geographical information.
	Stimulus-based task

	Year 2 Term 4
Weeks 1–10
25 hours
	Human geography: Australia’s neighbours 
Students develop an understanding of the physical, cultural and economic geography of the Asia-Pacific region. They learn about the diversity of physical environments and how geomorphic and atmospheric processes influence human settlement, access to resources and environmental challenges, the cultural and historical factors that shape societies across the region, the spatial variations in development, patterns of production and trade, and the economic interdependence between countries in the Asia-Pacific region.
	GEE5-PRI-01, GEE5-PER-01, GEE5-RES-01, GEE5-GIE-01, GEE5-TAP-01, GEE5-COM-01
Related Life Skills outcomes: GEELS-DFC-01, GEELS-DFC-02, GEELS-PAT-01, GEELS-RES-01, GEELS-GIE-01, GEELS-TAP-01, GEELS-TAP-02, GEELS-COM-01, GEELS-SAF-01
	Concepts
Place, Interconnection.
Skills
Acquiring geographical information, processing geographical information, communicating geographical information.
	Research task
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This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
· the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
· material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.
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