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[bookmark: _Toc229751636]Assessment task – stimulus-based response
Type of task: stimulus-based response
Suggested weighting: 25% (adjust for school context)
[bookmark: _Toc229751637]Outcomes
A student:
GE4-PRI-01 explains the processes and interactions that change people, places and environments
GE4-COM-01 uses concepts and terminology to communicate geographical information for a range of purposes, audiences and contexts
Geography 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc229751638]Content
Water resources and their value
Global variations in the distribution, quantity and quality of water resources
Hydrological processes that move water through a catchment area
· Factors influencing water flows and the availability of water resources in different places
The economic, cultural, spiritual and aesthetic value of water
Water scarcity and water management
Short-term and long-term responses to reduce the impacts of water scarcity
Methods used by Aboriginal Peoples to manage and care for water Country
[bookmark: _Toc229751639]Task description
The purpose of this assessment is for students to apply their knowledge of water in the world and understanding of human use and access to safe water. Students will construct geographical responses to a stimulus-based question(s) in-class. 
Note: to explain means to show the relationship between cause and effect Glossary of key words. Students must go beyond describing what they see – they need to make connections between processes, interactions and changes in people, places and environments.
In this task, students will:
apply acquired knowledge from the syllabus content
analyse and respond to geographical visual representations and photographs
explain relationships between people, places and environments
communicate geographical information using appropriate concepts and terminology.
Students will need to be provided with access to the accompanying resource Geography (Year 8) – sample assessment task 3 notification – support material.
[bookmark: _Toc229751640]Submission details 
Students respond to 5 stimulus-based response questions in-class under supervised conditions.
[bookmark: _Toc229751641]Suggestions for timing and structure
This assessment task has been designed as a summative assessment for the Program of learning – Water in the world with a focus on water resources, their value, scarcity and management. 
Teachers may choose to deliver the stimulus-based response question(s) where appropriate across the program. There are 5 questions for teachers to choose from and each have been designed to align to the Water in the world program and resources.
Teachers may provide additional support by guiding students through the sentence starters provided for each stimulus or providing WAGOLL responses.
Students will need to be provided with the Geography (Year 8) – sample assessment task 3 notification – support material. Teachers can choose to provide the document prior or on the day of the in-class assessment. 
[bookmark: _Toc229751642]Stimulus-based response questions
The following stimulus-based response questions align to the stimulus numbered in the Geography (Year 8) – sample assessment task 3 notification – support material.
Stimulus 1: explain how the uneven distribution of freshwater resources around the world affects people, places and environments. In your response, refer to:
natural processes that influence water availability and quality
human actions that influence water availability and quality.
[bookmark: _Hlk214020992]Note: teachers may need to support students by scaffolding the response. Example scaffolding might include sentence starters such as: 
‘Some places have more water because …’
‘Human activities such as …’
‘This affects people and environments by …’
Stimulus 2: explain how natural hydrological processes and human interventions interact to change the movement and availability of water within a catchment area. In your response, refer to:
processes such as evaporation, condensation, precipitation, infiltration and runoff
the role of human systems such as reservoirs, stormwater networks or water treatment plants in changing places and environments.


[bookmark: _Hlk214021952]Note: teachers may need to support students by scaffolding the response. Example scaffolding might include sentence starters such as: 
‘In a catchment, natural water cycle processes like …’
‘As water soaks into the ground (infiltration) or moves across the surface (runoff), human structures …’
‘The water cycle diagram shows that human activities …’
Stimulus 3: explain how the stimulus demonstrates the economic value of water. In your response, refer to:
how the use of water for farming can change people, places and environments
the factors that influence water flows in different places.
Note: teachers may need to support students by scaffolding the response. Example scaffolding might include sentence starters such as: 
‘The image of agriculture shows the economic value of water because …’
‘Water used for agriculture can affect communities and landscapes, for example …’
‘The image also shows that different factors, such as …’
Stimulus 4: explain the cultural and economic value of water for Aboriginal Peoples and how this influences their care for Country. In your response, refer to:
how people’s interactions with water can change places and environments over time
the ways Aboriginal Peoples contribute to water management in Australia.


Note: teachers may need to support students by scaffolding the response. Example scaffolding might include sentence starters such as: 
‘The image of the Significant Cultural Area shows the cultural …’
‘People’s interactions with water can influence landscapes, and for Aboriginal Peoples this relationship is …’
‘Aboriginal Peoples contribute to water management in Australia through …’
Stimulus 5: explain how the design of this house helps people reduce the impacts of water scarcity in both the short term and the long term. In your response, refer to:
ways the home collects, uses and saves water
how people’s actions can change places and the environment in the short term and long term.
Note: teachers may need to support students by scaffolding the response. Example scaffolding might include sentence starters such as: 
‘The design helps because …’
‘In the short term …’ 
‘In the long term …’
‘This changes the environment by …’


[bookmark: _Toc229751643]Marking guidelines
Note: the following marking guidelines should be amended to accommodate the specific content and stimulus chosen.
Table 1 – assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Demonstrates extensive understanding of geographical processes and interactions 
Uses cause-and-effect to clearly explain how people, places and environments change 
Explicitly references and integrates stimulus material
· Uses accurate geographical terminology and detailed examples

	B
	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of processes and interactions
Explains interactions with some cause-and-effect detail 
Makes explicit reference to stimulus material
· Uses some accurate terminology and examples

	C
	Demonstrates a sound understanding of processes and interactions 
Provides some explanation using limited cause-and-effect 
Refers to stimulus material
· Uses some appropriate terminology
· May refer to an example

	D
	Demonstrates a basic understanding of processes and interactions
Gives brief or inaccurate reference to the stimulus 
Lists ideas without clear links or explanation 
· Uses limited or incorrect terminology

	E
	· Demonstrates elementary understanding of processes and/or interactions 
· No clear reference to the stimulus 
· Response is unclear, off-topic or incomplete


[bookmark: _Toc211239318][bookmark: _Toc221792239][bookmark: _Toc202947622]

[bookmark: _Toc229751644]Support documentation
This advice is not required for students.
[bookmark: _Toc211239319][bookmark: _Toc221792240][bookmark: _Toc229751645]Purpose of the assessment
The purpose of this assessment is to provide Stage 4 students with an opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of water in the world by applying geographical knowledge, concepts and skills from the Geography 7–10 Syllabus (2024). Through responding to a stimulus-based question, students explain the processes and interactions that change people, places and environments, and analyse how natural and human factors influence water availability, value and management. The task also requires students to interpret visual geographical information, make connections between cause and effect and communicate their understanding using appropriate geographical terminology, reflecting the intended learning outcomes of the Stage 4 course. It allows teachers to:
· provide targeted feedback that supports further learning and skill development in geography
· assist students to develop an understanding and application of key Stage 4 syllabus content from Water in the world, including hydrological processes, water availability and the economic, cultural and environmental value of water
· assist students’ ability to explain relationships (cause – effect) between natural processes, human actions and the resulting changes to people, places and environments, as required in GE4-PRI-01
· assist students to enhance their skills in interpreting and using geographical stimuli, such as images and visual representations, to support analysis and explanations
· offer a structured approach for students to communicate geographical information using accurate concepts, terminology and structured written responses, aligning with 
GE4-COM-01
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