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[bookmark: _Toc230101425]Overview
This resource is designed to support teachers and students when implementing the Geography (Stage 4) – sample assessment task 3 notification – Water in the world. It should be considered in conjunction with the sample program and sample assessment task for resource context and teaching guidance. 
This support material provides teacher notes and outlines the steps for success for students attempting sample assessment task 3 notification. Teacher notes should be removed prior to distributing to students.
[bookmark: _Toc230101426]Steps to success
When a question asks you to explain, it means you need to:
show how or why something happens
link ideas together using words like because, so, this causes, as a result
use the stimulus (image, map or diagram) to support your ideas
identify natural and human processes (for example, rainfall, evaporation, farming, dams)
show how these processes change people, places or the environment
use geographical words to make your answer clear (for example, catchment, run-off, scarcity, custodianship).
Note: this schedule is designed to support students and is not for compliance. This scaffold is designed for chunking and sequencing learning by breaking the task into smaller goals to reduce the complexity. The second column could be:
· determined by the teacher
· co-constructed with students.
Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	When I need to do it

	Stimulus 1
	Lesson 2 – quantifying global water distribution 

	Stimulus 2
	Lesson 5 – humans and the water cycle

	Stimulus 3
	Lesson 11 – aesthetic and economic value of water

	Stimulus 4
	Lesson 13 – spiritual and cultural value of water

	Stimulus 5
	Lesson 22 – technological responses to water scarcity


[bookmark: _Toc230101427]Stimulus-based response
Note: this booklet should be provided to students prior to undertaking the stimulus-based response(s) in-class. The questions are provided in the Geography (Stage 4) – sample assessment task notification 3.
[bookmark: _Toc230101428]Instructions
Ensure you:
carefully review each stimulus
record your responses in the spaces provided in the booklet
submit the stimulus-based responses on the due date.
You will be assessed on your completed stimulus-based responses to teacher-selected pieces of stimulus materials.
You will have 5 minutes per stimulus (25 minutes in total) to complete your responses.
[bookmark: _Toc230101429]Stimulus 1
Figure 1 – percentage of fresh and salt water on Earth
[image: A salt shaker over a column graph showing the percentage of water on Earth that is salt water 96.5% and fresh water 3.5%.]
[bookmark: _Hlk221791252]Source: © State of New South Wales through Department of Planning and Environment 2022 and WaterNSW.

Stimulus 1 – response 
Table 2 – student response
	5 marks

	




[bookmark: _Toc230101430]Stimulus 2
Figure 2 – the urban water cycle
[image: A diagram showing the water cycle through an urban space. Clouds with raindrops with an arrow directing to a dam or ocean. An arrow connects the dam or ocean to water filtration plant which connects with an arrow to reservoirs. The reservoirs are connected by an arrow to houses with divert the water in two directions. Either through stormwater or water recycling plan which returns the water to the ocean where its evaporated into the atmosphere by the heat of the sun.]
[bookmark: _Hlk221619731]This image is adapted from ‘Module 4 – The water cycle’ by © State of New South Wales through Department of Planning and Environment 2022 and WaterNSW.
Stimulus 2 – response 
Table 2 – student response
	5 marks

	


[bookmark: _Toc230101431]Stimulus 3
Figure 3 – agriculture and water
[image: A irrigation system spraying water on a field.

]
This image is adapted from ‘Module 1 – Water and us’ by © State of New South Wales through Department of Planning and Environment 2022 and WaterNSW.
Stimulus 3 – response 
Table 2 – student response
	5 marks

	


[bookmark: _Toc230101432]Stimulus 4
Figure 4 – Significant Cultural Area
[image: A sign outlining the Weengallon Aboriginal Rock Wells, a Significant Cultural Area with a hand print, council and government logos. ]
Source: © State of New South Wales through Department of Planning and Environment 2022 and WaterNSW.
Stimulus 4 – response 
Table 2 – student response
	5 marks

	


[bookmark: _Toc230101433][bookmark: _Toc177715030]Stimulus 5
Figure 5 – urban design
[image: A drawing of a house. Half of the image illustrates a home exterior with a kitchen, bathroom and laundry. The other half illustrates the home exterior with drainpipes running along the roof to a water storage tank.

]
Source: © State of New South Wales through Department of Planning and Environment 2022 and WaterNSW.
Stimulus 5 – response 
Table 2 – student response
	5 marks

	




[bookmark: _Toc230101434]Support documentation
This documentation is designed to support both teachers and students when implementing the assessment task. 
[bookmark: _Toc177715032][bookmark: _Toc230101435]What is the teacher looking for?
Note: the advice below is framed for students and is based on the marking guidelines. It can be used to support the unpacking of the marking criteria with students as part of sharing success criteria. Ensure effective feedback practices are used in conjunction with marking guidelines to support student learning. Using effective feedback provides guidance on explicit teaching feedback strategies.
Sample stimulus and question
Using the image, explain how global variations in the distribution, quantity and quality of water resources affect people, places and environments. In your response, refer to:
natural processes that influence the availability and quality of water in different parts of the world
how interactions between people and water resources can change environments over time.
Figure 6 – globe showing ocean and ice percentages
[image: A blue planet with green continents and black arrows showing percentages of ice and salt water on the planet.]
This image is adapted from ‘Module 1 – Water and us’ by © State of New South Wales through Department of Planning and Environment 2022 and Water NSW.

Sample response (A-range)
An A-range submission could look like:
The image shows that 96% of Earth’s water is saltwater and only 3% is freshwater, which demonstrates major global variations in where usable water is found. Natural processes such as rainfall patterns, climate zones and the location of glaciers influence water quantity and quality, meaning some places have reliable freshwater while others receive very little. These variations affect people and environments by shaping where communities can live, how they farm and how ecosystems function. Human actions, such as extracting groundwater, polluting rivers and building dams, can further change the availability and quality of water, creating long-term impacts on both people and places.
Justification – a student performing at this level demonstrates the following:
application of geographical knowledge
applies comprehensive and accurate knowledge about global variations in water distribution, quantity and quality
shows strong understanding of natural processes (for example, rainfall patterns, climate zones, glacial storage) and human influences (for example, extraction, pollution, dams)
explanation of relationships (cause–effect)
provides clear, logical and detailed explanations of how natural processes and human actions interact to change people, places and environments
demonstrates depth by linking uneven water distribution to real impacts for communities and ecosystems
use of the stimulus
effectively integrates the stimulus by making specific, accurate references to the percentages and visual features of the image to support explanations
use of geographical terminology
communicates clearly, using accurate and specific geographical terminology (for example, freshwater, distribution, availability, climate zones, glacial storage, groundwater extraction)
response is well-structured, coherent and purposeful.
Sample response (C-range)
A C-range submission could look like:
The image shows that saltwater and freshwater are not evenly spread around the world. Natural processes such as climate and rainfall influence how much water places get. This affects people because some areas have more water than others. Human actions, like using water for farming, can also change how much water is available.
Justification: a student performing at this level demonstrates the following:
application of geographical knowledge
applies sound knowledge of global differences in water distribution, with some accuracy
shows basic understanding of natural processes and human actions affecting availability, though detail may be limited
explanation of relationships (cause–effect):
provides some explanation of how processes and interactions affect people, places and environments
cause–effect links may be general, partly developed or implied rather than explicit
use of the stimulus
makes some reference to the stimulus, though this may be descriptive or only loosely connected to the explanation
use of geographical terminology and communication
uses some correct geographical terminology, though inconsistently or with occasional errors
ideas are understandable but may lack depth, precision or strong organisation.
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Significant Cultural Area
Weengallon Aboriginal Rock Wells

This is a place of spiritual and cultural importance to the Aboriginal Traditional Owners
of this land.

The Weengallon Rock Wells consist of four large wells and numerous smaller soaks
which were used as a water source, and possible area for tribes passing through the
region to visit Boobera Lagoon, the Bunya Mountains and other places of spiitual

importance.
The wells are up to 12 metres deep and contain carvings.

This area also features a number of grinding grooves on mudstone which are evidence
of ochre being obtained for ceremonial use.
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