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[bookmark: _Toc238635188]Overview
This assessment task forms part of the Geography 7–10 scope and sequence and is designed for use during implementation of the focus area Interconnections and trade. It should be considered in conjunction with the sample program and related resources.


[bookmark: _Toc238635189]Assessment task – fieldwork
Type of task: interview and in-class written report
Suggested weighting: 25%
[bookmark: _Toc238635190]Outcomes
A student:
GE4-PRI-01 explains the processes and interactions that change people, places and environments
GE4-COM-01 uses concepts and terminology to communicate geographical information for a range of purposes, audiences and contexts
[bookmark: _Toc238635191]Content
Interconnections:
Personal, recreational and cultural connections that link individuals to people, places and environments
Geography 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc238635192]Task description
This task has 2 parts and will explore how interconnections between people, places and environments have changed a local recreational or cultural place. You will select ONE local recreational or cultural place in your community and conduct fieldwork to collect primary information on the changes that have taken place. You will interview ONE participant to inform your response. Your findings will be presented as an information report. 
[bookmark: _Toc238635193]Part A – fieldwork
The focus question for this research is: ‘How have the interconnections of people, places and environments changed a local recreational or cultural place?’
Conduct an interview in the field to identify, collect and record geographical information.
Interview requirements: 
Conducted between 2 people – the geographical investigator and the expert or appropriate person for interview.
Include between 5 to 8 interview questions.
[bookmark: _Toc238635194]Part B – information report
Examine your results and present these in an information report to address the focus question. 
You will construct the report in class under timed conditions (40 minutes).
Use the following structure for your report:
Introduction
outline what the reader can expect to learn from reading the report
include a brief outline of the subtopics within the report
address the focus question (answer the question)
include a sentence that concludes the introduction.
Body paragraphs
include body paragraphs for your subtopics
each body paragraph requires a topic sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph
the rest of the paragraph provides more details and examples that reference primary information collected from the interview.
Conclusion
summarise what was learned through the interview process
do not include any new information in the conclusion.
Ensure the information report answers the focus question: ‘How have the interconnections of people, places and environments changed a local recreational or cultural place?’ Key features of a well-developed report include: 
structure (use of subheadings)
academic voice (use technical language such as geography concepts and terminology).
[bookmark: _Toc238635195]Submission details
[bookmark: _Toc238635196]Part A – fieldwork
Part A will consist of developing interview questions in class and conducting interviews in the field.
Interview questions and responses must be submitted with the information report in Week 4.
[bookmark: _Toc238635197]Part B – information report
The information report will be constructed in class under teacher supervision.
You will have 40 minutes to write your geographical information report answering the question.
You can bring your interview transcript to the timed assessment.


[bookmark: _Toc238635198]Marking guidelines
Table 1 – assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Uses interviews to acquire and process detailed geographical information 
Comprehensively explains how interconnections between people, places and environments have influenced change in a local recreational or cultural place
Presents a structured information report that comprehensively engages with the focus question

	B
	Uses interviews to acquire and process relevant geographical information
Clearly explains how interconnections between people, places and environments have influenced change in a local recreational or cultural place
Presents a structured information report that clearly addresses the focus question

	C
	Uses interviews to acquire and describe geographical information
Describes how interconnections between people, places and environments have influenced change in a local recreational or cultural place
Presents an information report that addresses the focus question

	D
	Uses interviews to identify some geographical information
Identifies some ways interconnections between people, places and environments have influenced change in a local recreational or cultural place
Presents a basic information report that partially addresses the focus question

	E
	Demonstrates limited use of interviews to identify geographical information
Makes limited reference to interconnections between people, places and environments
Presents a limited response that minimally addresses the focus question




[bookmark: _Toc238635199]Support documentation
This documentation is designed to support teachers with implementing the assessment task. 
[bookmark: _Toc238635200]Steps to success
Note: this schedule is designed to support students and is not for compliance. Students should not be penalised for not meeting interim times. This scaffold is designed for chunking and sequencing learning by breaking the task into smaller goals to reduce the complexity. The second column could be:
· determined by the teacher
· co-constructed with students.
Table 2 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	When I need to do it

	Become familiar with the assessment task requirements
	Lesson 4

	Develop interview questions
	Lesson 4

	Conduct interview in the field
	During the term at an appropriate time

	Complete geographical information report
	Week 4




[bookmark: _Toc238635201]What is the teacher looking for?
Note: the advice below is framed for students and is based on the marking guidelines. It can be used to support unpacking the marking criteria with students as part of sharing success criteria. Ensure effective feedback practices are used in conjunction with marking guidelines to support student learning. Using effective feedback provides guidance on explicit teaching feedback strategies.
A-range response
An A-range submission could look like:
Introduction
This report examines how interconnections between people, places and environments have changed a local coastal reserve as a recreational place over time. It explains changes in visitor numbers, cultural influences and environmental impacts, and how processes such as globalisation, technology and tourism have reshaped the place. Overall, the report demonstrates that increasing interconnections have significantly transformed both the social and environmental characteristics of the reserve.
Increased connections between people and places
One major change to the coastal reserve is the increase in visitors from outside the local area. Interview responses revealed that the beach was once primarily used by local residents, but it now attracts tourists from across Sydney and overseas. Improved transport networks and digital navigation tools have made the reserve more accessible. Social media platforms also promote the beach as a scenic destination, strengthening connections between people and this place at a regional and global scale. These processes demonstrate how people and place interconnections through technology and tourism have changed a local recreational place.
Cultural changes and recreational use
The cultural identity of the reserve has also changed due to global influences. Interview responses indicated that community events now include multicultural food stalls and international sporting activities as a result of interconnections between new residents with varying cultural backgrounds. Recreational activities such as surfing have become more popular due to global media exposure and international competitions. These changes show how global cultural exchange has influenced local recreational spaces, altering how people interact with the recreational place.
Environmental impacts of interconnection
Increased interconnections between … and … have also affected the environment. Higher visitor numbers have resulted in more waste, erosion of sand dunes and pressure on local wildlife habitats. However, local council initiatives such as recycling stations and dune rehabilitation programs aim to reduce environmental degradation. This demonstrates the interaction between people, places and environments, where human activity both impacts and attempts to manage environmental change in a recreational place.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the coastal reserve has been significantly transformed by increasing interconnections. Processes such as tourism, global cultural exchange and technology have strengthened connections between people and places while also creating environmental challenges. Overall, the reserve reflects how globalisation reshapes local recreational through ongoing interactions between people, places and environments.
Why the first sample is an A-grade response
Comprehensive and sophisticated analysis:
The response describes why changes occurred (for example, globalisation, technology, tourism) and clearly links these processes to interconnections between people, places and environments.
Explicit, detailed and well-structured report:
The report directly answers the focus question throughout, uses clear topic sentences, integrates fieldwork evidence effectively, and provides detailed explanations with cause-and-effect relationships and geographical terminology.
C-range response
A C-range submission could look like:
Introduction
This report describes how interconnections between people, places and environments have changed a local coastal reserve. It will explain changes to the number of visitors, recreational activities and the environment. The report shows that connections between people and the reserve have changed the place over time.
Increased connections between people and places
The coastal reserve has become more popular with visitors over time. Interview responses stated that more people now visit the beach because it is easier to travel there. Roads, public transport and online maps help people access the reserve. The interview also explained that social media has encouraged more people to visit the area. This shows how connections between people and places have changed the recreational use of the reserve.
Cultural and recreational changes
Recreational activities at the reserve have changed over time. According to the interview, more people now use the beach for activities such as surfing and fitness training. Community events are also held at the reserve throughout the year. These activities have changed how people use the place and interact with others. This demonstrates how interconnections between people and culture can influence recreational places.
Environmental impacts
The increase in visitors has affected the environment of the reserve. Interview responses explained that there is more rubbish and damage to some sand dune areas. More people visiting the reserve has placed pressure on the environment. The local council has added rubbish bins and signs to encourage people to protect the area. This shows how people can both impact and manage environments.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the coastal reserve has changed because of increasing interconnections between people, places and environments. More visitors, changing recreational activities and environmental impacts have influenced the reserve over time. Overall, the report demonstrates that interconnections can change local recreational places.
Why the second sample is a C-grade response
The response identifies and describes changes to the recreational place, but explanations are more general and less detailed than the A-range sample. References to interconnections are present but not explored in depth.
The report follows the required structure with an introduction, body paragraphs and conclusion. It uses some interview information and geographical terminology, but examples and analysis are simpler and less sophisticated.
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