
Human Society and its Environment (HSIE) current practice evaluation
Reflecting on current practice
Review the capacity matrix while considering the teaching and programming of geographical concepts, inquiry skills and tools within your Human Society and its Environment (HSIE) faculty. The criteria for the matrix includes:
Information – at this level, faculty programming and teaching reflects a basic awareness of geographical concepts, inquiry skills and tools. These elements may appear sporadically in lesson plans or programs, but there is no systematic or intentional integration.
Knowledge – at this level, geographical concepts, inquiry skills and tools are understood and explained within the faculty’s programming and teaching. There is evidence of their deliberate inclusion, though their application may vary across programs or teaching practices.
Know-how – at this level, geographical concepts, inquiry skills and tools are purposefully embedded within the faculty’s programming and teaching. Teachers make meaningful connections between these elements and other geographical content, fostering a more cohesive and effective learning experience for students.
Wisdom – at this level, the faculty consistently demonstrates excellence in embedding geographical concepts, inquiry skills and tools into programming and teaching. The integration is extensive, flexible and responsive to student needs. Faculty members also mentor and guide others in refining their practice to enhance teaching and programming further.
Table 1 – evaluation of current practice – concepts, inquiry skills and tools
For each matrix component in the table below, select the matrix criterion that best represent your faculty.
	Component
	Information
	Knowledge
	Know-how
	Wisdom
	Evidence
	Improvement

	Systematic – evaluate whether faculty programming includes intentional, consistent planning of geographical concepts, inquiry skills and tools across all year levels and courses.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	

	Sequential – assess how effectively the faculty’s programming builds student understanding over time, ensuring that each stage of learning builds on prior knowledge and skills.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	

	Structured – determine whether faculty teaching and programming balances time appropriately between content delivery and skill-building, ensuring all aspects of the curriculum are adequately addressed.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	

	Clear and concise – review whether faculty teaching provides clear explanations and manageable examples of concepts, inquiry skills and tools, ensuring accessibility for all students.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	

	Cumulative – examine whether faculty programming includes opportunities for students to revisit and consolidate their understanding of geographical concepts, inquiry skills and tools throughout the course.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	

	Mastery – evaluate whether faculty teaching ensures students understand concepts, demonstrate effective inquiry skills and use tools proficiently before advancing to more complex material, fostering deeper understanding.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
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