


English Life Skills 11–12 – syllabus requirements planner template
This syllabus requirements planner template is aligned to the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024). This planner identifies key requirements for planning and implementing the English Life Skills 11–12 syllabus. This planner is intended for a class that is not aligned to English Standard or English Studies. A completed sample of this requirements planner is available on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage.
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Rationale
The syllabus requirements planner will be particularly useful during the engage and enact Phases of the curriculum implementation cycle. It is not a standalone resource and should be used in consultation with the syllabus and the policies and procedures identified within the planner. This planner has been designed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education (DoE) schools as they plan the implementation of the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024)  to deliver teaching and learning practices that are contextualised to their classroom.
All NSW public schools need to plan curriculum and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990, the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses, the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy standards and NESA’s Registration process for the NSW government schooling system manual. These are referenced throughout the planner and should be consulted to ensure all curriculum materials reflect requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc205208937]Purpose, audience and suggested timeframes
[bookmark: _Toc193375612]Many schools will have their own planning templates. The layout of this document is intended to support faculty communication, professional learning and collaborative planning which should be completed for each stage and course.
Teacher note: each school is responsible for selecting texts appropriate for the learning needs of their students and their community context. This is reflective of the guidelines within the NSW Department of Education’s Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy and the Controversial issues in schools policy.
The texts suggested in this syllabus requirements planner provide one way to address the text requirements for the English Life Skills 11–12. The suggested texts are provided to spark curiosity for teachers. For students, they may act as quality models to support their understanding and responding.
The planner should be a live document that is completed collaboratively and reviewed periodically. This supports a consistent implementation of NESA and department policy requirements and whole-school and faculty requirements. It also establishes a shared vision for the scope of subject English and guides long-term design of teaching and learning programs. This shows that curriculum design and implementation is a dynamic and contextually specific process. This planner represents one way to map requirements, and it contains:
instructions for how it could be used by English teachers and faculties
direct links to policies and useful resources.
When planning Life Skills in Stage 6, teachers should consider the diverse needs, interests and preferred communication modes of their students. Using tools that support a collaborative approach to planning and implementation of teaching and learning is supported by extensive research, including CESE’s research What works best 2020 update, which is well worth exploring.
[bookmark: _Toc196831155][bookmark: _Toc205208938]Life Skills eligibility
Life Skills courses are designed for students with intellectual disability in Years 7 to 12 who cannot access stage or prior stage outcomes with or without adjustments, as determined through Collaborative curriculum planning involving the student, parents or carers, and teachers. They are not suitable for students without intellectual disability or students who could meet outcomes with adjustments.
[bookmark: _Toc193375613][bookmark: _Toc205208939]Assessment of Life Skills outcomes
Students must demonstrate achievement of one or more Life Skills outcomes. Assessments can be flexible using various options, for example written, spoken, visual and assistive technologies, and may be implemented in different learning environments. Formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes is not required.
NESA has provided assessment advice on the Assessment of Life Skills outcomes webpage. NESA identifies that:
Students are required to demonstrate achievement of one or more Life Skills outcomes. Assessment should provide opportunities for students to demonstrate achievement in relation to the selected outcomes. Assessment can occur in a range of situations or environments, such as the school and the wider community. Evidence of achievement can be based on:
formative assessment opportunities
summative assessment opportunities.
There is no requirement for formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes. Stage 6 Life Skills courses do not have external examinations or mandatory projects.
This syllabus requirements planner aligns with the sample materials that have been published on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage. Each program is supported by a series of formative assessments that build towards an optional formal assessment. Life Skills notes are provided to identify the ways that assessments could be adjusted, or where an alternate task could be provided, where appropriate.
[bookmark: _Toc193375614][bookmark: _Toc205208940]Text selection
Each school is responsible for selecting texts appropriate for the learning needs of their students and their community context. This is reflective of the guidelines within the NSW Department of Education’s Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy standards and the Controversial issues in schools policy. When planning the texts consult the text considerations for the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus, specifically the advice found in the Course structure and the examples informing text selections alongside the Teaching advice found in the focus areas.
[bookmark: _Toc205208941]Opportunities for collaboration
The Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 page provides an outline of some of the ways this syllabus requirements planner template could be used with colleagues as part of the professional learning cycle.
The information for each syllabus requirements planner comes from the relevant NESA information. It is important all collaborators re-read and cross reference the relevant syllabus and assessment and reporting information on the NESA English syllabuses website. This ensures your practice is an accurate reflection of all requirements. Links contained within this resource were correct as of 22 May 2025.
Teacher note: this syllabus requirements planner is organised to reflect the student learner journey. The Backward design model was used in the planning stages. It is recommended that teachers begin planning for Stage 6 with the Year 12 course. Skills and knowledge should be identified and the progression of these purposefully mapped through the Year 11 course.


[bookmark: _Toc205208942]Planning English Life Skills Stage 6 
The focus areas listed in the following table provide suggested frameworks for addressing the English Life Skills 11–12 outcomes and content. Consider the following when making planning decisions:
Content, program ideas and texts for English Life Skills can be drawn from the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus or adapted from the English Studies 11–12 and English Standard 11–12 syllabuses.
When completing the Year 11 and Year 12 planner, teachers could select a single focus area from English Life Skills, combine multiple focus areas or choose focus areas from English Studies or English Standard.
The Course structure and requirements for Year 11 and Year 12 mandate the indicative hours. This could be equally distributed across terms to align with other courses and timetabling. In specialised settings, this could be adjusted to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities while ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.
Table 1 – focus areas from English Life Skills, English Studies and English Standard
	Life Skills focus areas
	English Studies focus areas
	English Standard focus areas

	Communicating
Engaging with texts
Understanding and responding to texts
Expressing ideas and composing texts
	Year 11 – Reading to write
Year 12 – Narrative and human experiences
Year 12 – Writing for purpose
Elective A: Voices of Australia
Elective B: Media and influence
Elective C: On the road
Elective D: Playing the game
Elective E: Lyrical voices
Elective F: Everyday heroes
Elective G: Part of a family
Elective H: Uncovering the truth
Elective I: The big screen
Elective J: Representing the past
Elective K: Achieving through English – English in education, work and community
	Year 11 – Reading to write
Year 11 – Contemporary possibilities
Year 11 – Close study of literature
Year 12 – Texts and human experiences
Year 12 – Language, identity and culture
Year 12 – Close study of literature
Year 12 – The craft of writing




[bookmark: _Toc205208943]Year 11 English Life Skills planning template
This template contains spaces for unit names, suggested texts and outcomes. The instructions provided in the column labelled ‘Syllabus planning component’ should be enacted across all columns as part of the planning process. The examples provided in ‘Important information for the teaching and learning unit’ could be relevant across all units of work. These decisions would be contextual.
Table 2 – Year 11 assessment, teaching and learning plans
	[bookmark: _Hlk201159251]Syllabus planning component
	[Program name]
	[Program name]
	[Program name]

	Focus area(s)
	
	
	

	Text(s)
[There are no prescribed texts for English Life Skills Year 11–12. Identify the full name, publisher’s details and the textual form of the text(s) being taught within this focus area. Ensure that none of the texts you have selected are on the NESA HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028. Confirm that no texts selected were found on the Drama Stage 6 Prescriptions to make sure that you do ‘not teach any HSC course prescriptions until the commencement of the HSC course(s)’ (ACE rule 3.1.2.5).
	
	
	

	Important information for the teaching and learning unit
[Record important notes for the unit writer(s). You might explain essential activities and resources. You might refer to student or class data, or evaluation documents they could use to assist their writing process.]
	
	
	

	Staff responsible for the teaching and learning unit, resource creation, assessment notification and the associated timeline
[Identify the names of the staff responsible for writing or updating the unit and associated material. Also include due dates.]
	
	
	

	Suggested Life Skills outcomes
[Clarify if through collaborative curriculum planning, specific outcomes and content were selected for individual students.]
	
	
	

	In addition to Reading, Writing and Representing, the modes addressed throughout the teaching and learning unit
[Outline the core modes, as per the focus areas, selected outcomes and the assessments. This helps ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	[Outline the modes, to ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	[Outline the modes, to ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	[Outline the modes, to ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]

	Assessment outline
[Indicative only. This row contains suggestions and examples for teacher consideration. Note that there is no requirement for formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes, and no requirement to sit external examinations.
The final core formative task in each column could be used as a concluding, summative or formal assessment that informs decisions about directions in teaching and learning guided by the collaborative curriculum planning process.]
	Core formative tasks
	Core formative tasks
	Core formative tasks

	Evaluation results and plans for the future delivery of this content
[Evaluate the unit in consultation with students and staff, record the evaluations and implement them prior to the next teaching and learning cycle.]
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc205208944]Year 12 English Life Skills planning template
This planning template contains an outline that can be used to support the planning and evaluation process of Stage 6 English. The guidelines are just one way collaborative planning can occur. The template contains spaces for unit names, suggested texts, and outcomes. The instructions provided in the column labelled ‘Syllabus planning component’ should be enacted across all columns as part of the planning process. These decisions would be contextual.
Table 3 – Year 12 assessment, teaching and learning plans
	Syllabus planning component
	[Program name]
	[Program name]
	[Program name]
	[Program name]

	Focus area(s)
	
	
	
	

	Text(s)
[The following advice is provided for all Stage 6 English courses. Note that there are no prescribed texts for English Life Skills 11–12.
Ensure your core text is drawn from the NESA HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028 and the text requirements. Confirm that no supporting texts are found on the Drama Stage 6 Prescriptions to make sure that you do ‘not teach any HSC course prescriptions until the commencement of the HSC course(s)’ (ACE rule 3.1.2.5).]
	
	
	
	

	Important information for the teaching and learning unit
[Record important notes for the unit writer(s). You might explain essential activities and resources. You might refer to student or class data, or evaluation documents they could use to assist their writing process.]
	
	
	
	

	Staff responsible for the teaching and learning unit, resource creation, assessment notification and the associated timeline
[Identify the names of the staff responsible for writing or updating the unit and associated material. Also include due dates.]
	
	
	
	

	Suggested Life Skills outcomes
[Clarify if through collaborative curriculum planning, specific outcomes and content were selected for individual students.]
	
	
	
	

	In addition to Reading, Writing and Representing, the modes addressed throughout the teaching and learning unit
[Outline the core modes, as per the focus areas, selected outcomes and the assessments. This helps ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	[Outline the modes, to ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	[Outline the modes, to ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	[Outline the modes, to ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	[Outline the modes, to ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]

	Assessment outline
[Indicative only. This row contains suggestions and examples for teacher consideration. Note that there is no requirement for formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes, and no requirement to sit external examinations.
The final core formative task in each column could be used as a concluding, summative or formal assessment that informs decisions about directions in teaching and learning guided by the collaborative curriculum planning process.]
	Core formative tasks
	Core formative tasks
	Core formative tasks
	Core formative tasks

	Evaluation results and plans for the next iteration
[Evaluate the unit in consultation with students and staff, record the evaluations and implement them prior to the next teaching and learning cycle.]
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc205208945]Across Stage 6 English Life Skills text considerations
The following table outlines the suggested texts to meet the text selection advice within the Course description section of the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024). Teaching and learning opportunities should incorporate a diverse range of texts to support students in expanding and developing their language skills.
Table 4 – across Stage 6 English Life Skills text considerations
	Across Stage 6 text considerations
	Year 11
	Year 12

	Texts that are widely regarded as quality literature
	
	

	A range of Australian texts
	
	

	A range of texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples
[See the NESA syllabus for considerations for the selection and teaching of Texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples.]
	
	

	Prose fiction
	
	

	Drama
	
	

	Poetry
	
	

	Nonfiction
	
	

	Film
	
	

	Media
	
	

	Digital texts
	
	

	Modes addressed throughout the teaching and learning unit
	Speaking [TBD]
Listening [TBD]
Viewing [TBD]
Representing [TBD]
	Speaking [TBD]
Listening [TBD]
Viewing [TBD]
Representing [TBD]




[bookmark: _Toc205208946]Important resources for teaching English Life Skills
The table below contains a range of important websites and documents that should be used to inform the planning of English Life Skills syllabus delivery.
Table 5 – important resources for teaching English Life Skills
	Title and link
	Relevance for English Life Skills teaching

	NESA – English syllabuses
	The first source that should be accessed for all teaching and learning information related to Stage 6 English. The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) is responsible for the syllabus materials used to teach in NSW and the HSC examination.

	NESA – English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus
	The Stage 6 syllabuses reflect NSW and nationally agreed educational goals. They provide broad learning outcomes that summarise the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes important for students. Syllabuses are aligned to the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) and include the content of the Australian Curriculum as well as additional descriptions that clarify the scope and depth of learning.
NESA syllabuses support a standards-referenced approach to assessment by detailing the important knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes students will develop and outlining clear standards of what students are expected to know and be able to do.
Some students with intellectual disability may find Years 11–12 Life Skills outcomes and content the most appropriate option to follow in Stage 6. Before deciding that a student should undertake a course based on Life Skills outcomes and content, consideration should be given to other ways of assisting the student to engage with the outcomes of the equivalent Stage 6 course, with or without adjustments. Students with disability can access syllabus outcomes and content in a range of ways, including through a range of adjustments to teaching, learning and assessment activities.

	NESA – Collaborative curriculum planning
	This is the process to determine the most appropriate curriculum options and adjustments for a student with disability. Collaborative curriculum planning should take place within the broader context of personalised planning that includes interventions and other supports to address identified student learning and support needs. This involves a team who has significant knowledge and understanding of the student. The team comprises parents/carers, teachers and other significant individuals in the student’s life. It also includes the student themselves.

	NESA – Assessment in English Life Skills
	This part of the syllabus provides advice and requirements for school-based assessment programs for Year 11 and Year 12.

	NESA – Assessment and Reporting
	This webpage provides links to resources covering school-based assessment requirements, the principles of effective assessment, assessment in practice, and the awarding of grades in Stage 6.

	NESA – Course prescriptions for Drama Stage 6 2025–2027
	The study of texts prescribed in any course for the Higher School Certificate examination may not begin before the completion of the Preliminary course. ‘Study’ here means teacher-directed study and does not apply to attending performances in the Preliminary course of any plays prescribed as HSC texts in Australian Drama and Theatre, Studies in Drama and Theatre, or the Design list for the Individual Project. Students should not be involved in productions of any of these texts during the Preliminary year.

	NESA – ACE Rules
	Assessment Certification Examination (ACE) provides current, easily accessible information to principals, teachers, parents and students about the rules and procedures set by NESA for secondary education in New South Wales.
Commencement of study of prescribed texts: ACE rule 3.1.2 mandates that ‘in Stage 6, schools must not teach any HSC course prescriptions until the commencement of the HSC course(s)’.

	NESA – Compressed HSC curriculum delivery
	NESA provides advice and guidelines for schools enacting a compressed curriculum delivery model. This includes information about course commencement dates for Year 11 and Year 12. Ace rule 13.2.1 provides additional guidance regarding the delivery of a compressed curriculum.

	NESA – ACE rules for Life Skills in Stage 6
	NESA provides advice on the eligibility of students to study Stage 6 Life Skills courses. Information here covers entering students in courses, assessment, HSC requirements, course completion and credentialling.

	NSW DoE – Stage 6 – monitoring implementation and support
	This information provides guidance for schools when developing monitoring procedures to ensure Year 11 and Year 12 courses and student patterns of study comply with NESA and department requirements for the HSC. Record of school achievement (RoSA) information provides guidance for schools when developing monitoring procedures for the Record of School Achievement (RoSA).

	NSW DoE – English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (2024) – information for school leaders
	Learn about the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (2024) – what has changed and where to get further support.

	NSW DoE – Multicultural education policy
	This policy provides direction and guidance on meeting the educational needs of all students in NSW public schools, including students from culturally, linguistically and religiously diverse backgrounds, and preparing them for effective participation in Australian life. It also contains the Multicultural education procedures document.

	NSW DoE – Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K–12 policy
	This policy and its Curriculum policy standards document provide DoE requirements regarding how schools plan curriculum and teaching programs including assessment and reporting to parents.

	NSW DoE – Controversial issues in schools policy
	The controversial issues in schools policy provides direction for the management of controversial issues in schools. It contains important information for English teachers and faculty leaders, including what needs to be done to:
understand controversial issues in school contexts
manage controversial issues
comply with audiovisual material requirements
adhere to record-keeping requirements
understand when to gain parents’ or carers’ consent.
The audiovisual material requirements must be complied with when using any audiovisual material in teaching. There are specific requirements regarding principal approval and parental permissions and when to gain parents’ or carers’ consent for using PG, M and MA rated material in teaching and learning. This applies to all year groups, including Year 11 and 12. This is essential reading for all teachers and faculty leaders.

	NSW DoE – Policy Library
	The policy library contains all current operational policies in the NSW Department of Education. There are many policies that influence teaching, learning and assessment in schools. Schools and staff must ensure that they are acting in accordance with these policies when planning for effective teaching and learning. Schools should ensure that they consider the diverse and unique context of their schools and students when making these decisions and become familiar with the range of policies that affect these groups. These include the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K–12 policy, Multicultural education policy, the High potential and gifted education policy, the Inclusive education for students with disability policy and the Aboriginal education policy.

	NSW DoE – Students with disability
	This webpage provides links to programs and resources for students with disability. This includes links and information about personalised support for student learning and the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data for Students with Disability.




[bookmark: _Toc205208947]The English curriculum 7–12 team
The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc192237644][bookmark: _Toc205208948]Support and alignment
[bookmark: _Hlk193877024][bookmark: _Hlk193361211]Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of explicit teaching practices as per the goals of the Plan for NSW Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School Excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource aligns with the School Excellence Framework Leading domain – Educational leadership and the Learning domain – Curriculum as it models syllabus-aligned programming and assessment planning. It provides strategies for engaging in collaborative curriculum planning.
Alignment to Australian Professional Teaching Standards: this resource supports teachers to address Australian Professional Teaching Standards 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 3.2.2, 7.2.2 as it provides an example of how to use syllabus requirements in the planning, design, implementation and review of coherent and well-sequenced programming and assessment plans.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877046]Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
Consulted with: Secondary Curriculum subject matter experts and teachers and head teachers from across NSW; the Inclusion and Wellbeing team, Inclusive Education.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877079]Differentiation: further advice relevant to curriculum can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. Further advice to support Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with disability and/or additional needs and High potential and gifted students is available on these department webpages.
NSW Syllabus: English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: English Life Skills 11–12 syllabus requirements planner template
Related resources: further resources to support programming and assessment can be found on the NSW Department of Education curriculum website.
Professional learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English statewide staffroom and through the English curriculum professional learning calendar.
Creation date: 5 June 2025
Review date: 5 June 2027
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