

English Life Skills 11–12 – formative assessment schedule template
This is a formative assessment schedule template for English Life Skills 11–12 and it is aligned to the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024).
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[bookmark: _Toc205209305]Rationale
This formative assessment schedule template will be useful during the engage and enact Phases of the curriculum implementation cycle. It is not a standalone resource, and should be used in consultation with the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024) and its assessment requirements. This formative assessment schedule template is designed to be used in conjunction with the English Life Skills 11–12 scope and sequences and course requirements planner published on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc205209306]Purpose, audience and suggested timeframes
Many schools will have their own assessment schedule templates. The layout of this document is intended to support faculty communication, professional learning and collaborative planning which should be completed for each stage and course. The document is also designed to support schools to meet the requirements outlined in the ACE Rules. See also sections on ‘Reporting on learning outcomes for students with disability’ and ‘Students with a personalised learning program’ in the department’s Curriculum policy standards.
[bookmark: _Toc205209307]Life Skills eligibility
Life Skills courses are designed for students with intellectual disability in Years 7 to 12 who cannot access stage or prior stage outcomes with or without adjustments, as determined through Collaborative curriculum planning involving the student, parents or carers, and teachers. They are not suitable for students without intellectual disability or students who could meet outcomes with adjustments.
[bookmark: _Toc205209308]Assessment of Life Skills outcomes
Students must demonstrate achievement of one or more Life Skills outcomes. Assessments can be flexible using various options, for example written, spoken, visual and assistive technologies, and may be implemented in different learning environments. Formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes is not required.
NESA has provided assessment advice on the Assessment of Life Skills outcomes webpage. NESA identifies that:
Students are required to demonstrate achievement of one or more Life Skills outcomes. Assessment should provide opportunities for students to demonstrate achievement in relation to the selected outcomes. Assessment can occur in a range of situations or environments, such as the school and the wider community. Evidence of achievement can be based on:
formative assessment opportunities
summative assessment opportunities.
There is no requirement for formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes. Stage 6 Life Skills courses do not have external examinations or mandatory projects.
The assessments in this assessment schedule align with the sample materials that have been published on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage. Each program is supported by a series of formative assessments that build towards an optional formal assessment. Life Skills notes are provided to identify the ways that assessments could be adjusted, or where an alternate task could be provided, where appropriate.
[bookmark: _Toc205209309]Text selection
Each school is responsible for selecting texts appropriate for the learning needs of their students and their community context. This is reflective of the guidelines within the NSW Department of Education’s Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy standards and the Controversial issues in schools policy. When planning the texts consult the text considerations for the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus, specifically the advice found in the Course structure and the examples informing text selections alongside the Teaching advice found in the focus areas.
[bookmark: _Toc205209310]Opportunities for collaboration
The Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 page provides an outline of some of the ways this formative assessment schedule template could be used with colleagues as part of the professional learning cycle.
The information for each syllabus assessment schedule comes from the relevant NESA information. It is important all collaborators re-read and cross reference the relevant syllabus and assessment and reporting information on the NESA English syllabuses website. This ensures your practice is an accurate reflection of all requirements. Links contained within this resource were correct as of 22 May 2025.


[bookmark: _Toc205209311]Formative assessment schedule template for Year 11
The following table provides an indicative guide to possible assessment opportunities for Year 11 English Life Skills. The tasks included here would not represent a formal assessment schedule. Teachers are encouraged to adapt, modify or replace tasks based on student needs, interests and school-based decisions.
Tasks should align with the outcomes from the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus and may support the development of portfolio-style evidence over time.
Table 1 – an overview of core formative tasks for Year 11 English Life Skills
	Assessment details
	[Name of program]
	[Name of program]
	[Name of program]

	Core knowledge and skills
	
	
	

	Suggested timeline
	
	
	

	Assessment examples
[Indicative only – teachers should use examples of appropriate formative tasks. The final core formative task in each column could be used as a concluding, summative or formal assessment that informs decisions on teaching and learning adjustments for future programs.]
	[Insert a broad overview description of core formative tasks for this program. List each core formative task in order below.]
	
	

	Relevant outcomes
	[Insert course outcome codes here]
	
	

	Suggested text(s)
	[Insert titles of relevant texts here]
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc205209312]Formative assessment schedule template for Year 12
The following table provides a formal assessment schedule template for Year 12 English Life Skills. The assessments outlined in this document should align with the assessment details included in the English Life Skills Year 12 – sample scope and sequence document published by the school and given to all students.
Table 2 – an overview of core formative tasks for Year 12 English Life Skills
	Assessment details
	[Name of program]
	[Name of program]
	[Name of program]
	[Name of program]

	Core knowledge and skills
	[Insert knowledge and skills]
	]
	
	]

	Suggested timeline
	[Insert due weeks, days and dates]
	
	
	

	Assessment examples
[Indicative only – teachers should use examples of appropriate formative tasks. The final core formative task in each column could be used as a concluding, summative or formal assessment that informs decisions on teaching and learning adjustments for future programs.]
	[Insert a broad overview description of core formative tasks for this program. List each core formative task in order below.]
	
	
	

	Relevant outcomes
	[Insert course outcome codes here]
	
	
	

	Suggested text(s)
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc205209313]The English curriculum 7–12 team
[bookmark: _Hlk193877003]The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc205209314]Support and alignment
[bookmark: _Hlk193877024][bookmark: _Hlk193361211]Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of explicit teaching practices as per the goals of the Plan for NSW Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School Excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource aligns with the School Excellence Framework Leading domain – Educational leadership and the Learning domain – Curriculum as it models syllabus-aligned programming and assessment planning. It provides strategies for engaging in collaborative curriculum planning.
Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 5.1.2, 7.2.2 as it provides an example of how to use syllabus requirements in the planning, design, implementation and review of coherent and well-sequenced programming and assessment plans.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877046]Consulted with: Secondary Curriculum subject matter experts and teachers and head teachers from across NSW; the Inclusion and Wellbeing team, Inclusive Education.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877079]Differentiation: further advice relevant to curriculum can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. Further advice to support Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with disability and/or additional needs and High potential and gifted students is available on these department webpages.
NSW Syllabus: English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: English Life Skills 11–12 formative assessment schedule template
[bookmark: _Hlk193877100]Related resources: further resources to support programming and assessment can be found on the NSW Department of Education curriculum website.
Professional learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English statewide staffroom and through the English curriculum professional learning calendar.
Creation date: 5 June 2025
Review date: 5 June 2027
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[bookmark: _Hlk200958582]This resource contains NSW Curriculum and syllabus content. The NSW Curriculum is developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority. This content is prepared by NESA for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales. The material is protected by Crown copyright.
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[bookmark: _Hlk200958685]© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2025
The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material).
Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
[image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2025.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
[bookmark: _Hlk200958659]Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.
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