
English Extension 1 (Year 12) – Part B – critical reflection
12.1 – ‘Introduction to Literary worlds’
This document contains sample examination questions. This accompanies the teaching and learning program ‘Introduction to Literary worlds’ – Year 12, Program 12.1.
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Updating the table of contents
Want to update the table? Have you added content to the document and noticed the page numbers have changed? As you add content to this report, you can update the table of contents to accurately reflect the page numbers within the resource. To update the table:
· [bookmark: _Toc140045565]Right click on the table and select ‘Update table of contents’ (in the browser version) or ‘Update field’ (in the desktop app). In the browser version, it will automatically update the entire table.
· In the desktop app, you will then need to select ‘Update entire table’. Your table numbers should then update to reflect your changes.

[bookmark: _Toc239753557]About this resource
This sample examination has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create and deliver assessment practices that are contextualised to their classroom. It is designed as an example of how the English Extension 11–12 Syllabus (2024) (NESA 2024) could be implemented.
[bookmark: _Toc140045566][bookmark: _Toc239753558]Purpose of resource
[bookmark: _Toc145666033]This sample examination is not a standalone resource and aligns with the following support materials for the program ‘Introduction to Literary worlds’:
Assessment resources: Assessment notification – 12.1; Student assessment samples – 12.1; Core formative tasks – 12.1
Programming resources: Program – 12.1
Resource and activities support in Word: Resources and activities – 12.1; Core texts – 12.1
Resources and activities in PowerPoint: Phase 1 – introduction to Literary worlds – 12.1; Phase 2 – from theory to creative practice – 12.1; Phase 3 – Natural worlds – MacLeod – 12.1; Phase 4 – Natural worlds – Yunkaporta – 12.1; Phase 6 – Literary worlds audio recording assessment support – 12.1
Scope and sequence: English Extension 1 Year 11–12
Assessment schedule: English Extension 1 Year 11–12.
All documents associated with this resource can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage.
This resource is intended to support teachers to provide a model of syllabus-aligned examination practice.
It is acknowledged that many schools have their own examination templates. The content in the examination questions is student facing and there are teacher-facing notes, however, these can be modified for students.
[bookmark: _Toc140045567][bookmark: _Toc239753559]Target audience
[bookmark: _Toc140045568]The sample examination is intended to support teachers to develop a consistent approach to examination structure, guide interpretation of the syllabus and provide a model of syllabus-aligned examination practice. A combination of teacher and student information is contained in this resource. The purpose of the content intended for teachers is as an educative tool to support the teacher and their practice as they design examination-style tasks for their students.
Teacher note: the text in the blue feature boxes are instructions for the classroom teacher engaging with the resource. These boxes should be deleted before issuing the examination to students.
[bookmark: _Toc239753560]When and how to use
[bookmark: _Toc140045569]This sample examination has been developed to assess students’ ability to reflect on and evaluate their knowledge of the Literary worlds focus area. They will discuss their stylistic and language choice, the purpose and the connection to the Literary worlds focus area.
This sample document is designed to be adapted by classroom teachers to meet the needs of their students. Some students may require adjustments or additional supports to access the examination and demonstrate achievement of outcomes. The suggested time for the in-class examination is 30 minutes plus 5 minutes reading time.
[bookmark: _Toc239753561]Opportunities for collaboration
The How to use the English 11–12 sample assessments page provides an outline of some of the ways the sample assessment and examination resources can be used with colleagues.

[bookmark: _Toc239753562]Introduction to Literary worlds – examination – Part B critical reflection
Teacher note: ‘Introduction to Literary worlds’ – Part B – critical reflection provides students with an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in ways that align with their learning throughout the course. Students are expected to communicate their understanding of how literary worlds are constructed to express complex ideas and emotions, motivations, attitudes, experiences and values.
The examination style in-class task requires students to write a personal reflection on and evaluation of their writing process during a timed session. In their reflection, students should:
· explain how the core text(s) influenced their stylistic and structural choices
· evaluate how their writing establishes authority and connects with its intended audience
· use appropriate literary and writing metalanguage to critically evaluate their writing choices and process
· demonstrate the codes and conventions of reflective writing.
During the timed reflection, students will be given a question to guide their response. The question connects to concepts and ideas explored throughout the course and provides opportunities for students to discuss their stylistic and language choices, the purpose and the connection to the Literary worlds focus area.
In-class task focus
In this timed assessment, you will be required to:
critically evaluate how literary worlds are constructed to represent complex ideas, emotions, values, experiences and perspectives
demonstrate understanding of how literary theory, criticism and context shape the way literary worlds are constructed, interpreted and valued
analyse and evaluate how your chosen literary world has been constructed and shaped using style, form, voice, structure and language
reflect on and evaluate your writing process, explaining the compositional choices you made in style, language and performance, your intended purpose and how your work responds to the themes and concepts of the Literary worlds focus area.
[bookmark: _Toc239753563]General instructions
Teacher note: give students the opportunity to read the chosen questions for 5 minutes before commencing the examination.
Students should be reminded they cannot commence writing a response to the assessment question during this time.
Reading time – 5 minutes
Working time – 35 minutes
Write using a blue or black pen
Total marks – 15


[bookmark: _Toc239753564]Part B – critical reflection
Teacher note: for this sample examination 2 question options have been provided, along with a range of practice questions. Option 1 has been used to produce the WAGOLL sample response. Teachers should choose the question option that best supports their context and student cohort.
Outcomes:
EE2-12-04 uses independent inquiry skills to analyse key texts and compose complex texts
EE2-12-05 crafts extended texts that experiment with textual form and language features for a range of purposes and audiences
EE2-12-06 analyses choices in textual form and language, and their influence on the crafting of texts
English Extension 11–12 Syllabus (2024) © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc239753565]Critical reflection – practise questions
Below are a range of questions that could be used or adapted for timed or untimed practise responses.
How did your specific creative choices, such as character development, narrative perspective or thematic focus help build connection with your audience? Provide examples of how your creative choices invited your readers to engage with your literary world.
In what ways did experimenting with theoretical concepts enhance the literary world you created and its delivery? Discuss how these experiments affected your audience’s experience and understanding of the composition.
‘Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood.’
T.S. Eliot (1929) Dante
Critically reflect on how your use of particular language and oral features, such as imagery, diction, symbolism or dialogue contributed to constructing a vivid and immersive literary world. How did these features encourage your readers to explore deeper meanings related to self, society or culture?
[bookmark: _Toc239753566]Critical reflection – question options
Below are 2 example questions that can be used for the timed in-class task. Option 1 has been used in these resources to provide the What a Good One Looks Like (WAGOLL) in Resources and activities – 12.1.
Option 1
Literary worlds are imaginative textual creations that establish complex relationships between author, reader and text, often transcending time and space through narrative representations of people and events.
In your creative composition, how have you engaged with and experimented within this Literary worlds framework? Critically reflect on how your piece interprets and constructs narrative relationships across time and space to reflect the interplay between author, reader and text.
Option 2
‘The triumph of the written word is often attained when the writer achieves union and trust with the reader, who then becomes ready to be drawn into unfamiliar territory, walking in borrowed literary shoes so to speak, toward a deeper understanding of self or society, or of foreign peoples, cultures, and situations.’
Chinua Achebe (2012) There Was a Country: A Personal History of Biafra
Critically reflect on how your creative decisions and purpose fostered a connection with your audience, discussing how your experimentation with textual form and language features helped construct your literary world.


[bookmark: _Toc230092932][bookmark: _Toc239753567][bookmark: _Hlk172109441]Marking guidelines
The following table features the marking guidelines for Part B – critical reflection
Table 1 – teacher-facing criteria for Part B – critical reflection
	[bookmark: _Toc238028068]Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Crafts a highly sophisticated and sustained reflective composition that confidently experiments with textual form and language features, demonstrating precise adaptation to purpose and audience and showcasing originality and conceptual depth (EE1-12-05)
Insightfully reflects on and evaluates the relationship between purpose, textual form, language features and context in the construction of an original literary world, demonstrating thorough independent inquiry and sophisticated conceptual integration (EE1-12-04)
Demonstrates outstanding understanding of how meaning is shaped through deliberate language and form choices and structural features, articulated through a sustained, insightful reflective evaluation of the creative process 
(EE1-12-06)

	B
	Crafts a clear and sustained reflective composition that shows some experimentation with textual form and language features, demonstrating competent control of language and emerging originality and conceptual understanding (EE1-12-05)
Thoughtfully analyses and evaluates the relationship between purpose, textual form, language features and context in the construction of a literary world, demonstrating well-developed independent inquiry and conceptual understanding (EE1-12-04)
Demonstrates thorough understanding of how meaning is shaped through language features and textual form, supported by a well-developed reflective evaluation of creative choices (EE1-12-06)

	C
	Presents a critical reflection that explains the rationale behind some creative decisions, drawing on some theoretical concepts and textual evidence to demonstrate developing engagement with the composition process
(EE1-12-05)
Analyses and evaluates the relationship between purpose, textual form and language features in the construction of a literary world, demonstrating sound evidence of independent inquiry (EE1-12-04)
Demonstrates sound understanding of how meaning is shaped through language features and textual form, supported by a competent reflection on creative choices (EE1-12-06)

	D
	Presents a basic reflective composition with limited experimentation in textual form and language features, demonstrating developing control of language and minimal originality or conceptual insight (EE1-12-05)
Describes aspects of purpose, textual form, language features and/or context in the construction of a literary world, demonstrating limited evidence of independent inquiry (EE1-12-04)
Demonstrates limited understanding of how meaning is shaped through language features and textual form, with a largely descriptive or superficial reflection (EE1-12-06)

	E
	Attempts a reflective composition with little or no experimentation in textual form and language features, demonstrating minimal control of language and negligible originality or conceptual understanding (EE1-12-05)
Attempts to describe aspects of purpose, textual form and/or language features demonstrating minimal understanding of the task or focus area 
(EE1-12-04)
Demonstrates minimal understanding of how meaning is shaped through language features or textual form, with little or no meaningful reflection 
(EE1-12-06)




[bookmark: _Toc239078596][bookmark: _Toc239753568][bookmark: _Toc176247346][bookmark: _Toc179810873]The English curriculum 7–12 team
[bookmark: _Toc138846993][bookmark: _Toc149324465][bookmark: _Toc150181684][bookmark: _Toc150259390][bookmark: _Toc151447422][bookmark: _Toc151632402]The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc239753569]Support and alignment
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of explicit teaching practices as per the goals of the Plan for NSW Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School Excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource aligns with the School Excellence Framework Leading domain – Educational leadership and the Learning domain – Curriculum as it models syllabus-aligned programming and assessment planning. It provides strategies for engaging in collaborative curriculum planning.
[bookmark: _Hlk205201026][bookmark: _Hlk181000363]Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 5.1.2, 3.3.2
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
Consulted with: Secondary Curriculum subject matter experts, teachers and head teachers from across NSW.
Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with disability and/or additional needs and High Potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
NSW Syllabus: English Extension 11–12 Syllabus (2024) (NESA 2024)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: examination
Related resources: further resources to support programming and assessment can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage.
Professional Learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English curriculum 11–12 professional learning SharePoint page (DoE staff only) and through the English curriculum professional learning calendar.
Creation date: 4 September 2026
Review date: 4 September 2028
[bookmark: _Toc148432937][bookmark: _Toc148433235]

[bookmark: _Toc179810874][bookmark: _Toc239753570]References
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© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026
The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material).
Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
[image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.
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