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This document contains the core and prescribed texts that accompany the teaching and learning program for ‘Language, identity and culture’ – Year 12, program 2.
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[bookmark: _Toc148432928][bookmark: _Toc148433226]Updating the table of contents
Want to update the table? Have you added content to the document and noticed the page numbers have changed? As you add content to this report, you can update the table of contents to accurately reflect the page numbers within the resource. To update the table:
· Right click on the table and select ‘Update table of contents’ (in the browser version) or ‘Update field’ (in the desktop app). In the browser version, it will automatically update the entire table.
· In the desktop app, you will then need to select ‘Update entire table’. Your table numbers should then update to reflect your changes.


[bookmark: _Toc243563471]About this resource
This core texts booklet has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create and deliver teaching and learning programs and assessment that align with the English EAL/D 11–12 Syllabus (2024) (NESA 2024). More information is available via How to use the English 11–12 core texts.
[bookmark: _Toc148432929][bookmark: _Toc148433227][bookmark: _Toc243563472]Purpose of this resource
This core texts booklet is not a standalone resource and aligns with the following support materials for the program ‘Language, identity and culture’:
Assessment resources: Assessment – 12.2; Student assessment samples – 12.2; Core formative tasks – 12.2
· Programming resources: Program – 12.2
Resource and activities support in Word: Resources and activities – 12.2
Resources and activities in PowerPoint: Phase 2 – exploring language, identity and culture – 12.2; Phase 2 – introduction to drama – 12.2; Phase 3 – developing the language to engage with text – 12.2; Phase 3 – CFT 2 and intertextuality – 12.2; Phase 4 – Lily and Adeline – 12.2; Phase 4 – syntax and surtitling – 12.2
Scope and sequence: English EAL/D Year 11–12
Assessment schedule: English EAL/D Year 11–12.
All documents associated with this resource can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc148432930][bookmark: _Toc148433228][bookmark: _Toc243563473]Target audience
This core texts booklet is created as a teacher resource. It provides the full version of texts or the full excerpts that are licensed and explored in the ‘Language, identity and culture’ – Year 12, program 2.
[bookmark: _Toc148432931][bookmark: _Toc148433229][bookmark: _Toc243563474]When and how to use
The core texts provided can be used as a basis for the teacher’s own programming and assessment processes. Texts have been selected to support teachers as they address the Stage 6 English EAL/D text requirements in the NSW English EAL/D 11–12 Syllabus (2024) (NESA 2024). More information is available via How to use the English core texts.
Teacher note: the blue feature boxes include instructions for the classroom teacher engaging with the resource. These are to be deleted by the teacher before issuing the core texts to students.
[bookmark: _Toc177734515][bookmark: _Toc189750537][bookmark: _Toc243563475]Opportunities for collaboration
How to use the English 11–12 core texts provides an outline of some of the ways the core texts can be used with colleagues.
[bookmark: _Toc180147746]

[bookmark: _Toc243563476]Core texts and text requirements
A succinct overview of the texts required for the teaching and learning program is provided in the table below. This brief overview provides the name and details of each text, the syllabus requirement being addressed and points of note.
Table 1 – core texts and their alignment to the text requirements
	Text
	Text requirement
	Annotation and overview

	Michelle Law (2016) Miss Peony, Currency Press, Sydney. ISBN: 9781760628178
[bookmark: _Hlk205980608]Reproduced and made available for copying and communication by the NSW Department of Education for its educational purposes with the permission of Currency Press. This resource is licensed up until 30 June 2030.
	The text Miss Peony meets the Text requirements for the English EAL/D 11–12 Syllabus as it is a drama text from the Prescriptions (2027–2030), an Australian text that is widely regarded as quality literature and represents a range of social, cultural and gender perspectives.
The text contains a range of markers which align to the moderately complex to highly complex level of the Text Complexity scale as per Appendix 2: Text complexity. This can be downloaded on Understanding this general capability – Literacy page of The Australian Curriculum website. It provides students with the opportunities to engage with multilingual dialogue and complex characterisation reflecting diverse experiences within culturally specific and universal contexts. The text also uses dramatic devices such as metaphor, dialogue and symbolic objects to convey cultural tensions and identity struggles.
EEA-12-01 evaluates the ways an author’s choice of textual forms and features shapes meaning in texts from different modes and mediums
EEA-12-02 analyses the ways context, cultural references and perspectives influence composition and audience response
	Miss Peony is an Australian contemporary drama that explores complex themes of language, identity, cultural heritage and intergenerational relationships within the global Chinese diaspora in Australia.
The play challenges conventional theatrical norms by incorporating Cantonese dialogue subtitled for English-speaking audiences, engaging bilingualism and multicultural audience responses. It offers a rich lens into social and cultural issues, addressing ideas of filial piety, lateral violence, assimilation, cultural hybridity and community belonging. Through its interwoven personal and collective narratives, Miss Peony supports students in exploring multiple perspectives and sophisticated representations of cultural identity, and challenges stereotypes in Australian literature and theatre.

	Will Kostakis (2024) Hands, Green Square English writer’s project, Australia. The English curriculum 7–12 team have licensed this text.
	The text Hands meets the Text requirements for the English EAL/D 11–12 Syllabus as it is an Australian text that represents a range of social, cultural and gender perspectives.
The text contains a range of markers which align to the moderately complex to highly complex level of the Text Complexity scale as per Appendix 2: Text complexity. This can be downloaded on Understanding this general capability – Literacy page of The Australian Curriculum website. It focuses on personal and cultural identity, social relationships, and the power of memory. It supports students in analysing figurative language and exploring the lived experiences behind migrant stories within an Australian context, fostering intercultural understanding and emotional resonance.
EEA-12-01 evaluates the ways an author’s choice of textual forms and features shapes meaning in texts from different modes and mediums
EEA-12-02 analyses the ways context, cultural references and perspectives influence composition and audience response
	Hands is a hybrid text exploring ideas of family, migration, cultural heritage and intergenerational care through intimate imagery of the grandmother’s hands. The text contrasts past and present migrant experiences, highlighting resilience, community and the transmission of cultural identity across generations. Kostakis uses simple yet evocative language, metaphor and sensory detail to convey emotional depth and connection. The structure is chronological and narrative, inviting empathy and personal reflection.

	[bookmark: _Hlk176765852]Vivian Huynh (20 June 2022) ‘The beauty of wearing a jade bangle I can’t take off’, Voices, Special Broadcasting Service (SBS), Australia.
	The text ‘The beauty of wearing a jade bangle I can’t take off’ meets the Text requirements for the English EAL/D 11–12 Syllabus as it is a non-fiction, digital, Australian text that represents a range of social, cultural and gender perspectives.
The text contains a range of markers which align to the moderately complex to highly complex level of the Text Complexity scale as per Appendix 2: Text complexity. This can be downloaded on Understanding this general capability - Literacy page of The Australian Curriculum website. It features cultural terms, idiomatic expressions and language with subtle connotations. It blends simple narrative with extended sentences, reflective tone and figurative language. The structure is nonlinear, combining anecdote, narrative and reflection, and develops depth through flashback and family interactions. The content explores multiple perspectives, implicit connections between culture, identity and family, along with emotional nuance. Layout features include traditional essay format, descriptive passages, dialogue and sensory imagery, supporting student engagement with nuanced discussions on heritage, belonging and self-expression within multicultural Australia.
EEA-12-01 evaluates the ways an author’s choice of textual forms and features shapes meaning in texts from different modes and mediums
EEA-12-02 analyses the ways context, cultural references and perspectives influence composition and audience response
	‘The beauty of wearing a jade bangle I can’t take off’ is a non-fiction personal essay that explores ideas of cultural identity, heritage, belonging and self-acceptance through the author’s experience of wearing a traditional jade bangle. It reflects on the complexities of growing up caught between Vietnamese cultural expectations and Western assimilation pressures. The author uses vivid personal narrative, descriptive language and cultural symbolism of the jade bangle to depict a journey from cultural shame to pride. The essay incorporates cultural history, family relationships and sensory detail, providing multiple perspectives on migrant experience and identity formation.


English EAL/D 11–12 Syllabus (2024) © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.


[bookmark: _Toc243563477][bookmark: _Toc148432933][bookmark: _Toc148433231]Prescribed text and core texts
The following texts are included in the teaching and learning program for ‘Language, identity and culture’ – Year 12, program 2.
[bookmark: _Toc243563478]Prescribed text – Miss Peony by Michelle Law
Teacher note: this text is used and referred to throughout the teaching and learning program for ‘Language, identity and culture’ – Year 12, program 2.
[bookmark: _Toc148432936][bookmark: _Toc148433234]Licensed excerpts of Miss Peony have been included throughout the teaching and learning resource suite. It is strongly recommended that each student is provided a copy of the text to engage with it in its entirety.


[bookmark: _Toc243563479]Core text 1 – Hands by Will Kostakis
Teacher note: this text is used in Phase 2 of the teaching and learning program for ‘Language, identity and culture’ – Year 12, program 2.
Yiayia’s hands tell a story, softly.
Look hard and you’ll notice
an arthritic finger bent from years of
sewing
grandsons’ split pants back together.
Watch how they wrap vine leaves,
time after time after time,
like her muscles move without her mind.
Imagine all the folks her hands have fed,
and all the clothes two hands can mend.

When we travel across the world, we carry home in our pockets. We can connect to an airport’s WiFi the moment we step off a plane, and before we’ve even splashed water on our faces in the bathroom, we can video call our families to tell them we’ve arrived safely.
My grandparents journeyed across the world in the 1960s. Colour TV wasn’t a thing in Australia yet, let alone mobile phones and Wi-Fi, so they could only contact home with handwritten letters and the occasional expensive phone call. They were in a strange new country where they didn’t speak the language, and the only people they knew, they had met on the forty-day boat journey from Greece.
They built a community quickly. All the Greeks lived close, and their young children ran from house to house in Redfern like they would’ve in Agrinioii. They shared food and jobs and wisdom. They helped each other because they were all they had.
Until they had children.
And their children had children.
One of my earliest memories is of pressing my ear against the plush carpet of my grandparents’ Carlingford home. I could hear the muffled whirr of the sewing machine through the floor. My grandmother worked in the garage below, altering garments for friends and family. In the thirty-plus years she had lived in Australia, she had learnt enough English to get by. What she couldn’t say with words, she said with deeds. Sewing. Cooking. When I was older, and my grandmother lived in Monterey, she would send me next door with a tray of Greek dishes that the neighbours couldn’t pronounce. It had been decades since the Redfern days, when my grandmother was one of many migrants in a strange new country, but she hadn’t lost that sense of community. She was one of many.
Nowadays, she needs more help than she used to. Jars are more difficult to open and it’s trickier to work the Foxtel. When she calls over the back fence, the neighbour whose pants she patched, answers. He comes over, fixes what needs fixing, and it’s no trouble. When the neighbour who was often surprised with dolmades deliveries on New Year’s Day, peers out his front window to see her waiting to be picked up, he rushes over with an umbrella to shield her from the mid-morning sun. He keeps her company, but never lets her realise he’s only out there because of her.
I don’t know what made my grandmother a generous person. I can’t say if it was the experience of restarting her life on the other side of the world, or if it’s always been her nature, but I can say I’ve seen what she brings out in others. The way she lives reminds us we are part of something greater.
And after a lifetime of her lending others a hand, we lend her ours.

Yiayia holds me up by the hand.
We’re laughing.
She’s in polka dots, and I’m half her height,
in clothes she made.
We’re out of focus, my eyes are shut.
Given the chance, Mum’d retake the photo
to make sure it was perfect.
I’m taller now. Yiayia shuffles in a hospital gown
and my hand’s on her back to keep her upright.
She turns her wheeled walker in bursts.
I beep, like she’s a truck.
She laughs.
I think of the photo, it’s perfect.
It's all been perfect.


[bookmark: _Toc243563480]Core text 2 – ‘The beauty of wearing a jade bangle I can’t take off’ by Vivian Huynh
Teacher note: this text is used in Phase 4 of the teaching and learning program for ‘Language, identity and culture’ – Year 12, program 2.
‘The beauty of wearing a jade bangle I can’t take off’ can be accessed through the SBS Voices webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc148432937][bookmark: _Toc148433235]
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© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026
The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material).
Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
[image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.
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