


English Advanced 11–12 – sample scope and sequence – option 1
This is a sample scope and sequence for English Advanced 11–12 and it is aligned to the English Advanced 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024). Samples of teaching and learning programs and assessment plans outlined in this scope and sequence will be made available on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage throughout 2026.
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[bookmark: _Toc224042414]Rationale
This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create and deliver teaching and learning practices that are contextualised to their classroom. All NSW public schools need to plan curricula and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990, the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses and credentialing requirements.
Scope and sequence documents form part of the ongoing evidence schools maintain to comply with the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy standards, the HSC monitoring advice and NESA’s Registration process. The sample scope and sequence uses NESA’s Selecting and sequencing.
[bookmark: _Toc176693161][bookmark: _Toc190433487][bookmark: _Toc224042415]Purpose, audience and suggested timeframes
The sample scope and sequence will be useful during the engage and enact Phases of the curriculum implementation cycle. It is not a standalone resource. This sample is teacher facing and is designed to assist teachers as they familiarise themselves with the English Advanced 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024) and plan for implementation. Many schools will have their own scope and sequence templates. This sample is designed to be flexible and able to be adapted and refined by teachers as they plan for student learning needs.
[bookmark: _Toc176693162][bookmark: _Toc190433488][bookmark: _Toc224042416]Opportunities for collaboration
The following is an outline of some of the ways this sample scope and sequence could be used with colleagues as part of the professional learning cycle.
Use the structure and/or content of the sample as a model of compliant scope and sequencing and make modifications reflective of contextual needs.
Examine the sample during faculty meetings and/or planning days and collaboratively refine scope and sequences based on faculty or school goals, or plan opportunities for collaborative development.
Use the programming, assessment or text requirement suggestions as an opportunity to backward map from Year 12 into Year 11 and consider entry points from Stage 5.
Use the planning as an opportunity to consider the individual requirements of the different Year 11 and 12 English courses.
Teacher note: this sample scope and sequence is organised to reflect the student learner journey. The Backward design model was used in the planning stages. It is recommended that teachers begin planning for Stage 6 with the Year 12 course. Skills and knowledge should be identified and the progression of these purposefully mapped through the Year 11 course.

[bookmark: _Toc176693163][bookmark: _Toc190433489][bookmark: _Toc224042417]Sample scope and sequence for Year 11
The following tables set out the 3 sample programs that make up the English Advanced Year 11 scope and sequence.
[bookmark: _Toc190433490][bookmark: _Toc224042418]Reading to write: Transition to English Advanced – 11.1
In this focus area, students are provided with an opportunity to deepen their understanding of themselves and others and enhance their enjoyment of reading to strengthen their personal voice as writers. Teachers can establish a culture of reading, writing and collaboration within the classroom.
Table 1 – English Advanced Year 11, program 1 – Reading to write: Transition to English Advanced
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Reading to write: Transition to English Advanced – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate that for the English Advanced Year 11 course, students are required to ‘complete Reading to write: Transition to English Advanced as the first unit of work’.

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How does the study of quality literature help us develop insights into the world, deepen our understanding of ourselves and the lives of others and enhance our enjoyment of reading?
How do texts read as models of writing help us to experiment with language and form in our own texts?
How does reflection on our knowledge and skills as writers assist us in responding perceptively to the works of other writers?

	Assessment
	Extended response and reflection – students will compose a discursive or imaginative text (700 to 800 words) and a reflection on how their use of language features, text structures and stylistic choices shape ideas and convey perspectives in their own writing (600 to 700 words).

	Outcome codes
	A student:
EAV-11-04 composes texts using language forms and features in new and different contexts
EAV-11-05 composes critical and creative texts for a range of audiences and purposes
EAV-11-06 evaluates own compositional processes and the ways choice of language, form and structure can shape meaning

	Text and text requirements
	A range of short texts, including:
Pearson N ‘Eulogy for Gough Whitlam’ (nf)
Money J ‘if I write a poem’ (p)
Garner H ‘What makes me happy now’ (nf)


[bookmark: _Toc224042419]Narratives that shape our world – 11.2
In this focus area, students explore the impact of storytelling on societies past and present, and explore the ways narratives connect people across cultures, communities and historical periods.
Table 2 – English Advanced Year 11, program 2 – Narratives that shape our world
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Narratives that shape our world

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How do stories rooted in place, whether across generations or in a single moment, shape our understanding of identity, belonging and cultural memory?
In what ways do shifting voices and perspectives invite us to reflect on humanity’s relationship with nature, time and change?
How do narrative choices in form, structure and voice influence the authority and enduring impact of a text on its audience?

	Assessment
	Multimodal task – students will present their own interpretation of the prescribed text, supported by research and close reading. They will explore how stories connected to specific places shape a person’s identity and memories. They will also examine how changes in voice show our relationship with nature and time, and how choices in form, structure and voice help a writer sound confident and influential. They also engage with the text’s context and the perspectives of others while communicating a personal interpretation of how narratives shape our world.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
EAV-11-02 analyses the relationships between texts through context, form and language
EAV-11-03 analyses the ways context and values influence composition and audience response
EAV-11-04 composes texts using language forms and features in new and different contexts

	Text and text requirements
	Mason D ‘North Woods’ (pf)
Frost R (‘Mending Wall’, ‘The Road not Taken’, ‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening’ and ‘Birches’) (p)


[bookmark: _Toc190433492][bookmark: _Toc195527588][bookmark: _Toc224042420]Critical study of literature – 11.3
In this focus area, students engage with a substantial literary text to develop their own increasingly informed personal responses to the text in its entirety.
Table 3 – English Advanced Year 11, program 3 – Critical study of literature
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Critical study of literature

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How do close readings of a text reveal the ways language, form and structure shape meaning and invite multiple interpretations?
In what ways can critical perspectives, such as postcolonial, feminist or psychoanalytic readings, challenge or extend our understanding of characters, power and authority?
How does engaging critically with a canonical text invite us to question its cultural significance, values and relevance for contemporary audiences?

	Assessment
	Critical response and reflection – students will analyse how language and form convey meaning in an unseen passage from their core text through an annotated response. They will then compose an extended response exploring how the broader themes of the core text reflect its ideas, values and context.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
EAV-11-01 analyses the ways an author’s choice of language, form and structure shapes meaning in texts of different modes and mediums
EAV-11-03 analyses the ways context and values influence composition and audience response
EAV-11-05 composes critical and creative texts for a range of audiences and purposes

	Text and text requirements
	Shakespeare W ‘The Tempest’ (d)


[bookmark: _Toc190433493][bookmark: _Toc224042421][bookmark: _Toc176693164]Sample scope and sequence for Year 12
The following tables set out the 4 sample programs that make up the English Advanced Year 12 scope and sequence.
[bookmark: _Toc190433494][bookmark: _Toc195527590][bookmark: _Toc224042422]Texts and human experiences – 12.1
In this focus area, students study a text from the HSC prescribed text list to develop their knowledge and understanding about the ways the content, form and language of a text can shape a range of perspectives about human experiences.
Table 4 – English Advanced Year 12, program 1 – Texts and human experiences
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Texts and human experiences – the course requirements of the English Advanced Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate that ‘for the English Advanced Year 12 course, students are required to complete Texts and human experiences as the first unit of work’.

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How do texts represent the ways memory and history shape personal identity and collective experience?
In what ways can narrative voice, form and structure reveal the complexity of trauma, resilience and the search for meaning?
How do texts invite us to reflect on our own values, assumptions and perspectives when engaging with stories of belonging, loss and cultural legacy?

	Assessment
	Multimodal presentation – students will create a multimodal presentation that explores how texts provide insight into emotional, intellectual, physical, cultural and lived experiences. They will analyse how memory, history, voice and structure shape identity, trauma and resilience. They reflect on their own values and assumptions while engaging with stories of belonging, loss and cultural legacy.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
EAV-12-01 critically analyses the ways an author’s choice of language, form and structure shapes meaning in complex texts of different modes and mediums
EAV-12-03 evaluates the ways context and values influence composition and audience response
EAV-12-04 composes texts using language forms and features in new and different contexts

	Text and text requirements
	Flanagan R ‘Question 7’ (nf)


[bookmark: _Toc190433495][bookmark: _Toc195527591][bookmark: _Toc224042423]Textual conversations – 12.2
In this focus area, students undertake a comparative study. Students study a pair of texts from the HSC prescriptions list to compare the ways contexts, values and purposes of TWO texts shape meaning.
Table 5 – English Advanced Year 12, program 2 – Textual conversations
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Textual conversations

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How do texts from different contexts use symbolism, imagery and narrative voice to interrogate ideas about innocence, corruption and the human relationship with the natural world?
In what ways does the dialogue between narratives challenge readers to reconsider ideas of morality, justice and authority?
How does reading these texts in conversation deepen our understanding of how writers use form and perspective to critique dominant cultural values and propose alternative ways of seeing the world?

	Assessment
	Analytical response – students will compose an extended response in a test of limited scope (50 minutes plus 5 minutes reading time) with 3 possible questions that will be provided in advance. The response will explore how texts from different contexts use symbolism, imagery and narrative voice to examine ideas of innocence, corruption and humanity’s relationship with the natural world. Students will also consider how the dialogue between texts challenges assumptions about morality, justice and authority, and how form and perspective offer alternative ways of seeing the world.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
EAV-12-02 evaluates the relationships between texts through context, form and language
EAV-12-03 evaluates the ways context and values influence composition and audience response
EAV-12-05 composes critical and creative texts for a range of audiences and purposes

	Text and text requirements
	Blake W ‘The Complete Poems’ (p)
‘To Morning’, ‘The Sick Rose’, ‘The Tyger’, ‘The Human Abstract’, ‘A Poison Tree’, ‘Proverbs of Hell’, ‘The Book of Urizen, Chapter I’
Tokarczuk O ‘Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the Dead’ (pf)
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[bookmark: _Toc224042424]Critical study of literature – 12.3
In this focus area, students develop knowledge, understanding and skills that are central to the way they develop an informed response to literature.
Table 6 – English Advanced Year 12, program 3 – Critical study of literature
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Critical study of literature

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How does the text explore the tension between order and disorder and what insights does this provide into the exercise of power and leadership?
In what ways do contrasts between characters reveal competing values, identities and notions of honour?
How does the play’s use of form, language and dramatic structure shape its representation of human ambition, morality and the responsibilities of authority?

	Assessment
	Trial HSC Examination – students will compose an extended response as part of the Trial HSC Examinations.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
EAV-12-01 critically analyses the ways an author’s choice of language, form and structure shapes meaning in complex texts of different modes and mediums
EAV-12-03 evaluates the ways context and values influence composition and audience response
EAV-12-05 composes critical and creative texts for a range of audiences and purposes

	Text and text requirements
	Shakespeare W ‘King Henry IV, Part 1’ (d)


[bookmark: _Toc190433497][bookmark: _Toc195527593][bookmark: _Toc224042425]The craft of writing – 12.4
In this focus area, students experiment with language and form to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills as writers. Works chosen should model a range of ways for students to manipulate language, form and structure, and shape meaning in their own discursive, persuasive and reflective compositions.
Table 7 – English Advanced Year 12, program 4 – The craft of writing
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	The craft of writing

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How can experimenting with language, voice and structure for different purposes and audiences build authority and precision in our own writing?
How does close study of quality texts inform the way we shape meaning, establish credibility and create sustained and cohesive compositions?
How can reflecting on the writing process help us evaluate and refine our use of textual forms and features to compose with greater clarity, impact and control?

	Assessment
	Composition and reflection – students will compose a discursive or persuasive text of 800 to 900 words. They will compose an in-class reflection explaining how their writing demonstrates authenticity and authority, informed by their study of core texts and a series of critical reflection questions provided before the due date. This in-class reflection will take place under timed conditions (40 minutes plus 5 minutes reading time) on the task due date.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
EAV-12-04 composes texts using language forms and features in new and different contexts
EAV-12-05 composes critical and creative texts for a range of audiences and purposes
EAV-12-06 evaluates own compositional processes and the ways choice of language, form and structure can shape meaning

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk194483853]A range of short texts and extracts from:
Saunders M ‘Overture’, in This All Come Back Now (nf)
Winch TJ ‘The Yield’ (pf)




[bookmark: _Toc190433498][bookmark: _Toc224042426]The English curriculum 7–12 team
[bookmark: _Toc190433499]The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc224042427]Support and alignment
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of explicit teaching practices as per the goals of Our Plan for NSW Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School Excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource aligns with the School Excellence Framework Leading domain – Educational leadership and the Learning domain – Curriculum as it models syllabus-aligned programming and assessment planning. It provides strategies for engaging in collaborative curriculum planning.
[bookmark: _Hlk193878969]Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 3.2.2 as it provides an example of how to use syllabus requirements in the planning, design, implementation and review of coherent and well-sequenced programming and assessment plans.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
Consulted with: Secondary Curriculum and Multicultural Education subject matter experts and teachers and head teachers from across NSW.
Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with disability and/or additional needs and High Potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
NSW Syllabus: English Advanced 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: English Advanced 11–12 sample scope and sequence
Related resources: further resources to support programming and assessment can be found at Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12.
Professional learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English statewide staffroom and through the Professional learning English K–12 calendar.
Creation date: 1 December 2025
Review date: 1 December 2027
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