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Key information for the English Life Skills 11-12 (2024) syllabus

+ Schools and teachers use syllabuses to
develop educational programs for students.
The English Life Skills 11-12 (2024) syllabus is
tailored for students with intellectual disability
who cannot access the other senior English
courses with or without adjustments. This
course is designed to support the development
of their communication, language and literacy
skills and enhance their participation in post-
school life.

- The new English Life Skills 11-12 (2024)
syllabus is digital and formatted in this manner
for all reform syllabuses. The digital format
is interactive and allows for easy navigation.
You can filter, search for specific topics, and
explore resources directly. Categories include
overview; rationale; aim; outcomes; content;
assessment; glossary and teaching and
learning support.

Unlike the other senior English courses,
English Life Skills 11-12 does not contain
course requirements. Its course structure
allows ‘teachers the flexibility to select, group
and sequence outcomes and content’ (NESA
2024) to meet the needs of individual students.

Life Skills eligibility

- Stage 6 Life Skills courses are designed for

students with an intellectual disability or imputed
intellectual disability who cannot access related
general education courses. Principals decide

on course access through the collaborative
curriculum planning process with the student,
their parents/carers and teachers, considering
individual needs for each subject. These

courses are not suitable for students who could
engage with general course outcomes through
appropriate adjustments and support.

Decisions about accessing Stage 6 Life
Skills courses are made through the
collaborative curriculum planning process.
This involves the individual student (where
appropriate), their parents/carers and their
teachers. For further information, including
information on eligibility for Life Skills
courses refer to the ACE Rules.

- There are no prescribed texts for English

Life Skills 11-12. Teaching and learning
opportunities should ‘draw from a diverse
range of texts to assist students to broaden
and develop their own language skills’.
(NESA 2024)

English Life Skills 11-12 Syllabus (2024)
introduces aligned content and focus area
statements to support integrated delivery
with English Studies and English Standard.
This approach supports flexible, integrated
programming to meet the needs of students
accessing different courses in the same
class.

Assessment

+ Students are required to demonstrate

achievement of one or more Life Skills outcomes.
Students may access or demonstrate learning

in a range of ways, including using aspects of
their home languages and dialects, or using their
preferred communication form(s).

- Assessments can be flexible, using various

options (e.g., written, spoken, visual, assistive
technologies) and may be implemented in
different learning environments.

+ Formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes is not

required. More information about assessment can
be found at Assessment.

- Stage 6 Life Skills courses do not have external

examinations.


https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/learning-areas/english/english-life-skills-11-12-2024/overview/course
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/Diversity-in-learning/stage-6-special-education/collaborative-curriculum-planning
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/diversity-in-learning/special-education/collaborative-curriculum-planning
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/diversity-in-learning/special-education/collaborative-curriculum-planning
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/learning-areas/english/english-life-skills-11-12-2024/assessment
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Support materials

The English curriculum 7-12 team provides
resources to support NSW teachers in the
delivery of the English Life Skills 11-12 (2024)
syllabus and can be located on the English Life
Skills webpage. Here you will find planning
templates, sample documents, sample programs
and resources as well as links to professional
learning.

+ Resources can also be found on the English Life
Skills 7-12 (staff only) channel of the English
statewide staffroom (staff only).

+ NESA also has a range of support materials
that can be located under the Teaching and
learning support tab of the syllabus.

Professional learning

There are a range of ‘on demand’
professional learning resources to support
the implementation of the English Life
Skills (2024) syllabus including:

- English 11-12 microlearning

« English curriculum 11-12 professional
learning SharePoint (staff only)

We also offer a range of live online and
face to face professional learning events
throughout the year. To view any upcoming
events go to the Professional learning

English K-12 calendar.

Contact us

@

General HSC information

+ The NSW Education Standards Authority
(NESA) oversees the Higher School
Certificate (HSC).

+ The NESA Life Skills webpage provides
further information about Life Skills eligibility,
course options, planning and programming,
assessment and reporting and credentials.

+ The ACE rules outline important information
related to Life Skills including eligibility,
assessment, HSC requirements, course
completion and credentialling.

To contact us, you can email us via English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au or reach out to our team via

the English statewide staffroom (staff only).
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https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/english/planning-programming-and-assessing-english-11-12/english-life-skills
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/english/planning-programming-and-assessing-english-11-12/english-life-skills
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3A714c50c7e77e420ebeb4a662cc117da2%40thread.skype/13 English Life Skills 7-12?groupId=7cace238-04f1-4f87-a5dc-d823e51c9765&tenantId=05a0e69a-418a-47c1-9c25-9387261bf991
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3A714c50c7e77e420ebeb4a662cc117da2%40thread.skype/13 English Life Skills 7-12?groupId=7cace238-04f1-4f87-a5dc-d823e51c9765&tenantId=05a0e69a-418a-47c1-9c25-9387261bf991
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3A88aaff1954984b3d821940244a27a355%40thread.skype/conversations?groupId=7cace238-04f1-4f87-a5dc-d823e51c9765&tenantId=05a0e69a-418a-47c1-9c25-9387261bf991
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3A88aaff1954984b3d821940244a27a355%40thread.skype/conversations?groupId=7cace238-04f1-4f87-a5dc-d823e51c9765&tenantId=05a0e69a-418a-47c1-9c25-9387261bf991
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/learning-areas/english/english-life-skills-11-12-2024/teaching-and-learning
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/learning-areas/english/english-life-skills-11-12-2024/teaching-and-learning
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/english/professional-learning-english-k-12/english-7-12-professional-learning-catalogue/english-s6-microlearning
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/entity/2a527703-1f6f-4559-a332-d8a7d288cd88/_djb2_msteams_prefix_1980288621?context=%7B%22channelId%22%3A%2219%3A752b86ff84f04d81ab058d12233fdc2c%40thread.skype%22%7D&tenantId=05a0e69a-418a-47c1-9c25-9387261bf991
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/entity/2a527703-1f6f-4559-a332-d8a7d288cd88/_djb2_msteams_prefix_1980288621?context=%7B%22channelId%22%3A%2219%3A752b86ff84f04d81ab058d12233fdc2c%40thread.skype%22%7D&tenantId=05a0e69a-418a-47c1-9c25-9387261bf991
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/english/professional-learning-english-k-12
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/english/professional-learning-english-k-12
https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/hsc
https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/hsc
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/Diversity-in-learning/stage-6-special-education/life-skills
https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/ace-rules/ace2/assessment-programs#acerule=n2_1_hsc_school_based_assessment
mailto:English.curriculum%40det.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%253A88aaff1954984b3d821940244a27a355%2540thread.skype/conversations%3FgroupId%3D7cace238-04f1-4f87-a5dc-d823e51c9765%26tenantId%3D05a0e69a-418a-47c1-9c25-9387261bf991?subject=

