NSW Department of Education

Wk

GOVERNMENT

Preschool transition practices checklist

Planning for transition to preschool is crucial to ensure every child and family is well supported to
experience an inclusive, positive and successful start to preschool.

Use the table below as a quick reference guide to support your transition planning.

Overview

Transitions (Element 6.2.1) under Quality Area 6 of the National Quality Standard highlight that
continuity of learning and transitions for each child are supported by sharing information and clarifying
responsibilities.

Developing collaborative relationships with families is fundamental to achieving quality outcomes for
children, and community partnerships based on active communication, consultation and collaboration is
equally essential.

Transition to preschool practices Comments

The preschool has an identified transition
to preschool coordinator and an inclusive
transition team.

Key staff have been identified in the school
to support preschool transition (where
applicable):

+ preschool educators - Early Childhood
Teacher (ECT), School Learning Support
Officer (SLSO) Aboriginal Education
Officer (AEO)

« preschool supervisor/principal

« Learning and Support teacher (LaST)
+ school counsellor

- early intervention teacher (SCEI)

+ school administrative managers (SAMs)
and officers (SAOs).

Key contacts have been identified in the
local area such as:

+ Schools as Community Centres (SaCCs)

« Early Childhood Education and Care
services (ECEC)

+ playgroups

+ cultural organisations

+ community and government services
+ early intervention professional.
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https://www.acecqa.gov.au/national-quality-framework/the-national-quality-standard

Transition to preschool practices

The preschool is guided by the Leading
and operating public preschool guidelines
to evaluate and assess current transition
practices, inform transition planning and
review the preschool’s Enrolment and
Orientation procedure.

Transition coordinator collaborates regularly
with key staff to plan a range of orientation
visits to support children and families orient
to the preschool, build relationships with
educators and become familiar with the
preschool routines and environment.

Strategies are included in transition
planning that identify and connect with
priority cohorts and children requiring
additional support and individual transition
plans.

The preschool transition team prioritises
time to meet with families to discuss their
child to develop a shared understanding
and support continuity, including identifying
children who may need additional transition
time.

A planning and evaluation cycle exists to
guide continuous improvement of transition
practices. The preschool team identifies
transition as a focus/priority and develops a
transition goal for the Quality Improvement
Plan.

Transition planning is informed by an
understanding of the Early Years Learning
Framework (EYLF), National Quality
Standard (NQS) and Leading and operating
public preschool guidelines to support
continuity between home and preschool.
to support continuity between home and
preschool.

Feedback and information collected from
families is actively used to inform transition
planning and orientation visits and is evident
in practice, including the culture, language
and traditions of all families.
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The preschool team (nominated person)
prioritises developing the necessary health
care plans and sharing with the team.

The preschool works closely with their
learning and support team to identify

and respond to children with disabilities,
including developing Individual education
plans (IEPs) to support a successful start to
preschool.

Transition practices are designed with input
and feedback from families and children in
response to children’s prior knowledge, and
there are opportunities to hear children’s
voices through their questions, interests,
stories and concerns.
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The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned
by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of
Education (third-party material).

Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
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This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.

Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026.

Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material

material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain
permission from the third party to reuse its material.

Links to third-party material and websites

Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies

no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title.
School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement
the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.

If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party’s website, you acknowledge that the
terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party’s website apply to the use which may be
made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The
department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.
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