

Music Life Skills – Year 11–12
240-hour sample scope and sequence
This sample scope and sequence for Music Life Skills – Year 11–12 is aligned to the Music Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (2025). The learning outlined in this document aligns with resources published on the Music Life Skills 11–12 webpage of Planning, programming and assessing Creative Arts 11–12. The course requirements are outlined in the course structure and requirements section of the Music Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (2025). 


For Music Life Skills:
· Students are required to demonstrate achievement of one or more Music Life Skills 11–12 outcomes.
· Outcomes and content should be selected to meet the particular needs of individual students.
· The focus areas provide possible frameworks for addressing the Music Life Skills 11–12 outcomes and content, and are suggestions only. Teachers have the flexibility to select, group and sequence outcomes and content to meet the needs, strengths, goals, interests and prior learning of their students.
· Students should have the opportunity to engage with a broad range of repertoire. Repertoire should be selected to meet the needs, strengths, goals, interests and prior learning of students.
· Content from Music context and Elements of music should be integrated across the focus areas as appropriate to the needs, abilities and prior learning of students.
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As such, this sample scope and sequence provides suggested learning for each focus area only. Teachers may use the examples provided or use other examples to meet the particular needs of individual students.


[bookmark: _Toc112409826][bookmark: _Toc147483514]Context of music (40 hours)
Table 1 – Context of music
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus area and learning overview
	Students explore music by performing, creating, listening and responding, building their understanding of how music is organised, shared and interpreted in different social, cultural and historical settings. They develop knowledge of the Elements of music, including rhythm, melody and harmony through engaging with a variety of repertoire and ways of representing music. Students experiment with sounds, rhythms and structures, using a range of tools and techniques to express and communicate musical ideas.
Students are provided with opportunity and guidance to prepare a performance or music review through in-class activities.

	Repertoire
	Music of contemporary popular styles, Western art music, music of global music culture, a range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music.

	Outcomes
	MU-LSP-01, MU-LSP-02, MU-LSL-01, MU-LSL-02, MU-LSC-01, MU-LSC-02, MU-LS-01, MU-LS-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities as they engage with performing and listening and responding activities and receive feedback from their teacher and/or peers.
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Creative practice (40 hours)
Table 2 – Creative practice
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus area and learning overview
	Students engage in music through performing, creating, listening and responding, developing their creative practice as composers, performers and interpreters. They generate and refine original ideas through improvisation, songwriting and composition, using voice, instruments and digital technologies. Students explore how techniques, including performance and expressive aspects are used to shape and communicate musical ideas.
Students are provided with in-class activities to support documenting the creative and composition process.

	Repertoire
	A range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music, electronic music, music of contemporary popular styles.

	Outcomes
	MU-LSP-01, MU-LSP-02, MU-LSL-01, MU-LSL-02, MU-LSC-01, MU-LSC-02, MU-LS-01, MU-LS-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities as they experiment with performing and creating and composing activities and receive feedback from their teacher and/or peers.
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Music in focus (40 hours)
Table 3 – Music in focus
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus area and learning overview
	Students engage in an individual music investigation through performing, creating, listening and responding. They select a specific style, composer, genre, cultural tradition, performance practice or compositional approach and explore selected repertoire, to deepen their understanding of how Music context and Elements of music work together to communicate meaning. Students examine how musical ideas are created, interpreted and expressed.
Through creative exploration, students can demonstrate their learning through their selected method of presentation. 

	Repertoire
	As selected.

	Outcomes
	MU-LSP-01, MU-LSP-02, MU-LSL-01, MU-LSL-02, MU-LSC-01, MU-LSC-02, MU-LS-01, MU-LS-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities as they explore their selected area of interest and receive feedback from their teacher and/or peers.
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Music of the last 25 years (Australian focus) (40 hours)
Table 4 – Music of the last 25 years (Australian focus)
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus areas and learning overview
	Students explore the cultural, artistic and technological developments in contemporary musical practice by performing, creating, listening to and responding to selected repertoire. They examine how musical tools and technologies have fostered innovation, and how advancements in communication, recording, production and digital distribution have influenced the way music has been created, composed, performed and shared over the last 25 years.
Through active listening and experimentation with sound, students document their musical ideas and reflect on their creative choices.

	Repertoire
	Music of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, music of contemporary popular styles, a range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music, electronic music.

	Outcomes
	MU-LSP-01, MU-LSP-02, MU-LSL-01, MU-LSL-02, MU-LSC-01, MU-LSC-02, MU-LS-01, MU-LS-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities as they experiment with performing and creating and composing activities and receive feedback from their teacher and/or peers.
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Music across cultures, traditions and times (40 hours)
Table 5 – Music across cultures, traditions and times
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus areas and learning overview
	Students explore how music reflects and communicates cultural, historical and regional identities through the study of musical styles. They perform, create, listen to and respond to music to identify the key characteristics of the selected style, including its conventions and practices. Students examine how music is organised and expressed through sounds, vocal techniques or instrumental techniques, and communicate how the Elements of Music are used to convey ideas within the chosen style. Students are provided with opportunity and guidance to prepare a performance or music review of their chosen style through in-class activities.

	Repertoire
	Music of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, music of global music culture, a range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music, electronic music.

	Outcomes
	MU-LSP-01, MU-LSP-02, MU-LSL-01, MU-LSL-02, MU-LSC-01, MU-LSC-02, MU-LS-01, MU-LS-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities as they engage with performing and listening and responding activities and receive feedback from their teacher and/or peers.
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Music for screen, stage and story (Music for entertainment) (40 hours)
Table 6 – Music for screen, stage and story (Music for entertainment)
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus areas and learning overview
	Students explore how music for entertainment serves a specific purpose within artistic, social or communicative contexts. They perform, create, listen to and respond to music to investigate how it can tell stories, express emotions or engage audiences. Students examine how different musical sounds, styles and techniques are used to create mood or support the experience of entertainment, and how expression and performance techniques contribute to its impact. They also explore how music can be crafted or adapted to fit the story.

	Repertoire
	Western art music, a range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music, electronic music.

	Outcomes
	MU-LSP-01, MU-LSP-02, MU-LSL-01, MU-LSL-02, MU-LSC-01, MU-LSC-02, MU-LS-01, MU-LS-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities as they engage with performing and listening and responding activities and receive feedback from their teacher and/or peers.
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· material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
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