

Music Extension – Year 12
60-hour sample scope and sequence
This sample scope and sequence for Music Extension – Year 12 is aligned to the Music Extension 11–12 Syllabus (2025). The assessments outlined in this document align with the assessment details included in the Music Extension Year 12 – sample assessment schedule document published on the Music Extension webpage of Planning, programming and assessing Creative Arts 11–12. The course requirements are outlined in the course structure and requirements section of the Music Extension 11–12 Syllabus (2025).


[bookmark: _Toc112409826][bookmark: _Toc147483514]Term 4 (15 hours)
Table 1 – Term 4
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus areas and learning overview
	Interpretative practices – 5 hours
Students investigate, examine and compare the creation, performance, and interpretation of 2 short musical works and/or extracts by ONE significant composer or ONE musical style. Students critically analyse and evaluate the use of Music context and Music language in these works/extracts as they explore the perspectives of composers, performers and audiences. They engage with scores, recordings, interviews and critical commentary to evaluate how interpretative meaning is shaped by cultural, historical and social contexts. One work will be an original work, and one work will be a recontextualised and/or reinterpreted representation of the original work.
Major work – 10 hours
Students undertake a specialisation in either performance OR composition OR musicology. Throughout the development of the Major work, students are required to evaluate and reflect on their creative processes in their Major work journal. Students use current musical practices, research and commentary to guide the development of their work in their chosen specialisation and understand how this influences the musical intent and effect of their work. 
In performance, students begin to select and rehearse solo and ensemble repertoire and develop critical listening skills to support technique and style. With guidance, they identify areas of difficulty in the repertoire to develop a practice plan to overcome these challenges. Music context and Music language is explored when considering stylistic, technical and expressive decisions.
In composition, students begin developing compositional ideas for one or both contrasting pieces/movements using listening and score study to explore compositional techniques and stylistic features. With guidance, they experiment with writing for voices and/or instruments and begin to apply aspects of Music context and Music language to shape their work.
In musicology, students begin developing skills in critical listening and analysis. They learn to organise and express ideas in structured written responses supported by musical examples. With guidance, they explore primary and secondary sources, begin forming a research question and apply aspects of Music context and Music language in their analysis.

	Outcomes
	MUE-12L-01, MUE-12L-02 and
MUE-12P-01, MUE-12P-02 or MUE-12C-01, MUE-12C-02 or MUE-12M-01, MUE-12M-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities on their Major work.
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Term 1 (15 hours)
Table 2 – Term 1 
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus areas and learning overview
	Interpretative practices – 5 hours
Students investigate 2 short musical works and/or extracts different from those studied in Term 4, but by the same chosen significant composer or within the same musical style. They examine and compare the creation, performance and interpretation of these works. Students critically analyse and evaluate the use of Music context and Music language in musical works and extracts, exploring the perspectives of composers, performers and audiences. They engage with scores, recordings, interviews and critical commentary to evaluate how interpretative meaning is shaped by cultural, historical and social contexts. One work will be an original work and one work will be a recontextualised and/or reinterpreted representation of the original work.
Major work – 10 hours
Students continue developing their knowledge and skills in their specialisation, seeking regular feedback and evaluating and reflecting on their creative processes in their Major work journal. They continue to analyse and evaluate musical materials related to their specialisation to deepen their knowledge and understanding of how Music context and Music language shape musical intent and effect.
In performance, students practise their chosen solo and ensemble repertoire and participate in masterclasses and rehearsals. They develop technical proficiency through preparing repertoire with attention to idiomatic, technical and musical components. Students apply masterclass feedback and knowledge of music makers’ interpretation of repertoire to enhance their own technical and stylistic interpretation. They integrate Music context and Music language in decision-making processes, including how contexts and practices of performing shape musical intent and effect.
In composition, students continue to develop and revise ideas in contrasting compositions using critical listening and score study to inform musical choices in compositional language and style. They apply Music language to innovative music making techniques, considering a collaborative approach to the creation and development of original musical ideas. Students apply technical and stylistic understanding and integrate Music context and Music language throughout the composition and score development process, including how creating, improvising and composing shape musical intent and effect.
In musicology, students deepen skills in critical listening and analysis. They develop more sustained written arguments in musicology essay drafts, supported by relevant musical examples and quotations. Students compare and synthesise evidence from a range of primary and secondary sources. They begin to construct and defend a critical position, integrate Music context and Music language and evaluate musical intent and effect based on the research and interpretation of sources.

	Outcomes
	MUE-12L-01, MUE-12L-02 and
MUE-12P-01, MUE-12P-02 or MUE-12C-01, MUE-12C-02 or MUE-12M-01, MUE-12M-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities on their Major work. Students present or submit their Major work in progress and Major work journal and complete a one question, in-class written task, focusing on Interpretative practices.
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Term 2 (15 hours)
Table 3 – Term 2 
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus areas and learning overview
	Interpretative practices – 5 hours
Using the selected works and extracts studied in Term 4 and Term 1, students examine and evaluate how composers and musical styles inherit and innovate musical traditions. They examine and analyse how works are reinterpreted and recontextualised over time and how musical meaning emerges from the creative practices of composers and performers in context.
Major work – 10 hours
Students begin to refine their knowledge and skills in their specialisation, seeking regular feedback and evaluating and reflecting on their creative processes in their Major work journal. Students continue to analyse and evaluate musical materials related to their specialisation to deepen their knowledge and understanding of how Music context and Music language shapes musical intent and effect. 
In performance, students continue to regularly practise selected repertoire and make decisions about their solo and ensemble leadership and collaboration in preparation of musical performances. They analyse recordings and reflect on feedback to evaluate their technical and expressive interpretation and identify areas for improvement. Students apply performance techniques and strategies to the expressive components of musical interpretation.
In composition, students refine and realise musical decisions through workshops with other creators in working towards the completion of contrasting compositions. They demonstrate musical leadership and collaboration in exploring technical capabilities and conventions when resolving and refining score conventions, including composer instructions to performers, as required, to aid the communication of musical intent and effect.
In musicology, students apply the analyses from critical listening and annotated and integrated musical evidence from primary and secondary sources to construct coherent, well-supported written arguments to justify a critical position. Through the integration of Music context and Music language, students focus on how music functions as a site of artistic, cultural, historical and social practice and meaning, to demonstrate musical intent and effect.

	Outcomes
	MUE-12L-01, MUE-12L-02 or
MUE-12P-01, MUE-12P-02 or MUE-12C-01, MUE-12C-02 or MUE-12M-01, MUE-12M-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities on their Major work. Students present or submit their draft Major work and participate in an interview that focuses on the skills developed and the evaluation and justification of the creative process of the Major work. The Major work journal may support this interview.
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Term 3 (15 hours)
Table 4 – Term 3 
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus areas and learning overview
	Interpretative practices – 5 hours
Students revise and consolidate learning of musical works and extracts studied for the chosen composer or style in preparation for the HSC written examination. This will include applying their knowledge and understanding of Music context and Music language to HSC-style questions. Students refine their writing and analysis skills through consideration of the HSC marking criteria.
Major work – 10 hours
Students finalise and refine their Major work and prepare for submission or performance.
In performance, students engage with performance opportunities to refine their performance pieces with consideration of the HSC requirements, marking criteria and feedback.
In composition, students refine and finalise their composition score with consideration of the HSC requirements, marking criteria and feedback. Students plan and facilitate the creation of an audio recording to support the intent of their composition.
In musicology, students refine and finalise their musicology essay, musical examples, quotations and bibliography and/or discography with consideration of the HSC requirements, marking criteria and feedback.

	Outcomes
	MUE-12L-01, MUE-12L-02 and
MUE-12P-01, MUE-12P-02 or MUE-12C-01, MUE-12C-02 or MUE-12M-01, MUE-12M-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities on their Major work. Students complete a written paper under HSC examination conditions and submit their Major work journal inclusive of a final draft score and recording or a final draft musicology essay or a live performance.
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