

Music 1 – Year 11
120-hour sample scope and sequence
This sample scope and sequence for Music 1 – Year 11 is aligned to the Music 1 11–12 Syllabus (2025). The assessments outlined in this document align with the assessment details included in the Music 1 Year 11 – sample assessment schedule document published on the Music 1 webpage of Planning, programming and assessing Creative Arts 11–12. The course requirements are outlined in the course structure and requirements section of the Music 1 11–12 Syllabus (2025).
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Table 1 – Term 1
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus area and learning overview
	Context of music – 40 hours
Students explore music notation systems as a way of communicating musical ideas within various historical, cultural and technological contexts through engaging with diverse repertoire.
Students learn about selected notation systems and their applications in composition and performance, recognising how notation shapes musical interpretation, preserves musical traditions and evolves alongside technological change. Through this study, students deepen their understanding and analysis of Music language, including identifying stylistic features and recognising rhythmic, melodic and harmonic structures. Students will develop the ability to appropriately apply notation methods in their own creative and performance work.
Students are provided guidance in developing both a performance and viva voce through in-class activities and formative assessment.

	Repertoire requirements
	Music of contemporary popular styles, Western art music, music of global music culture, a range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music.

	Outcomes
	MU1-11P-01, MU1-11P-02, MU1-11L-01, MU1-11L-02, MU1-11C-01, MU1-11C-02

	Assessment
	Performance of one piece that reflects the focus area and presentation of a musicology viva voce.
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Term 2 (40 hours)
Table 2 – Term 2
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus area and learning overview
	Creative practice – 40 hours
Students develop their creative practice through composing, performing, listening, analysing and responding activities. Students engage in generating, organising and refining musical ideas using Compositional and Theoretical language across a range of styles and technologies, with an emphasis on experimentation, innovation and personal expression. Exploration of individual and collaborative strategies are implemented to reflect artistic intentions, interpretations and outcomes.

	Repertoire requirements
	A range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music, electronic music, music of contemporary popular styles.

	Outcomes
	MU1-11P-01, MU1-11P-02, MU1-11L-01, MU1-11L-02, MU1-11C-01, MU1-11C-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities and in-class activities to support the development of a composition and supporting log. Students submit a composition and composition log which documents the creative process.


Music 1 11–12 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2025.

Term 3 (40 hours)
Table 3 – Term 3
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Focus area and learning overview
	Music in focus – 40 hours
Students begin the unit by engaging in a guided study of jazz, examining its defining features, conventions, historical context and techniques such as improvisation, harmony and rhythm. This foundational investigation supports the development of listening, analytical, creative and performance skills while exploring how musical techniques, structures and expressive devices communicate meaning.
Building on this foundation, students select a music genre of personal interest and engage in independent research, repertoire analysis and practical activities. Through this individual study, students will deepen their understanding of how musical ideas are constructed and conveyed within that genre, considering the relationship between context, musical techniques, structures and expression.
The unit encourages creative exploration and supports students in presenting their findings through a performance.

	Repertoire requirements
	Jazz, a range of vocal, instrumental, solo and ensemble music.

	Outcomes
	MU1-11P-01, MU1-11P-02, MU1-11L-01, MU1-11L-02, MU1-11C-01, MU1-11C-02

	Assessment
	Written paper – aural skills examination based on the focus areas: Contexts of music, Creative practice and Music in focus. Performance of one piece representing individual study in Music in focus.
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