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Australian drama and theatre
Table 1 – Terms 4–1
	Essentials
	Unit overview

	Duration
	Term 4 Weeks 1–10
Term 1 Weeks 1–3

	Intended learning
	Focus area: Australian drama and theatre
Students investigate how Australian practitioners use dramatic forms, styles and conventions to communicate ideas and perspectives to audiences. They explore and analyse the contexts, ideas and images in 2 prescribed Australian works, experimenting with dramatic elements and processes to interpret and embody dramatic moments and explore dramatic meaning. Through these embodied and creative and critical processes, students engage with and critically reflect on Australian voices, perspectives and representations in Australian drama and theatre.

	Course requirements
	2 prescribed Australian works

	Outcomes
	DR-12M-01, DR-12M-02, DR-12M-03, DR-12P-01, DR-12P-02, DR-12P-03, DR-12R-01, DR-12R-02, DR-12R-03

	Assessment
	Workshopped presentation of moments from prescribed Australian works.
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Individual project 
Table 2 – Terms 4–2
	Essentials
	Unit overview

	Duration
	Term 4 Weeks 1–10 approximately 10 hours
Term 1 Weeks 4–8 intensive
Term 2 Weeks 1–10 approximately 10 hours

	Learning overview
	Focus area: Individual project 
Students work on the ongoing development of an individual project in one dramatic form; design (costume OR promotion OR set), director’s folio, performance, scriptwriting or short film. The learning in this unit will occur across the first 3 terms of Year 12 with a 5-week development intensive in Term 1. Throughout the development of the Individual project, students engage in regular self, peer and teacher feedback cycles to identify issues and apply solutions in the development of their work, documenting these processes in an ongoing way.
In Term 4, students engage in weekly individual project lessons that focus on initiating their project. They select a project option and then research the purpose, approaches and/or conventions of their chosen form. They investigate the project requirements and establish the directorial vision, design concept and/or creative intent of their work.
In Term 1, students complete a 5-week intensive development workshop, using class time to focus on structuring their project as they apply their knowledge of their chosen form, style and conventions. They make creative choices that help craft their directorial vision by selecting and applying dramatic contexts, processes and elements appropriate to their chosen form and intention.
In Term 2, weekly Individual project lessons resume and students focus on clarifying their directorial concept and shaping the dramatic journey of their project for an audience. 

	Course requirements
	works listed in the HSC Drama prescriptions for Individual projects

	Outcomes
	DR-12M-01, DR-12M-02, DR-12M-03, DR-12P-01, DR-12P-02, DR-12P-03, DR-12R-01, DR-12R-02, DR-12R-03

	Assessment
	Pitch of the directorial vision for the project.
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Approaches to drama and theatre
Table 3 – Terms 1–2 
	Essentials
	Unit overview

	Duration
	Term 1 Weeks 9–10 
Term 2 Weeks 1–10 

	Learning overview
	Focus area: Approaches to drama and theatre 
Students investigate, research and experiment with the theatre making approaches of a prescribed practitioner. They draw on these approaches to collaboratively devise an ensemble performance, applying and manipulating dramatic processes and the conventions of the prescribed practitioner’s approach to generate, structure, rehearse and refine their work. Through critical reflection and evaluation, students refine and document creative choices and stage their ensemble performance to communicate meaning and creative intent. They perform their draft work for an invited audience and record this performance so it can be revisited and refined in Term 3 when they will rehearse and present the ensemble performance for external examination.

	Course requirements
	one prescribed practitioner

	Outcomes
	DR-12M-01, DR-12M-02, DR-12M-03, DR-12P-01, DR-12P-02, DR-12P-03, DR-12R-01, DR-12R-02, DR-12R-03

	Assessment
	Presentation and documentation of refined ensemble performance moments.
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A practitioner prepares
Table 4 – Term 3
	Essentials
	Unit overview

	Duration
	Term 3 Weeks 1–10

	Learning overview
	Focus areas: Australian drama and theatre, Approaches to drama and theatre, Individual project 
Students engage in the final refinement of their Individual project, layering ideas and refining their creative choices to realise a coherent, aesthetic experience appropriate to form and style. They also refine and rehearse their ensemble performance in preparation for external examination. Students document their final exploration of how dramatic meaning can be communicated for an audience and the final refinement of their creative decisions in both the Individual project and ensemble performance. 
Following the performance examinations and project submission, students revise for the written examination through engagement in experiential workshops, viewing recorded performances, and completing draft responses and timed writing exercises drawn from Australian drama and theatre and Approaches to drama and theatre content.

	Course requirements
	2 prescribed Australian works
one prescribed practitioner
works listed in the HSC Drama prescriptions for Individual projects

	Outcomes
	DR-12M-01, DR-12M-02, DR-12M-03, DR-12P-01, DR-12P-02, DR-12P-03, DR-12R-01, DR-12R-02, DR-12R-03

	Assessment
	A written examination which will consist of different question types which will assess knowledge and understanding of dramatic contexts, elements, processes, practitioners and works experienced across the course.
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