

Dance (Year 11)
120-hour sample scope and sequence
This sample scope and sequence for Dance (Year 11) is aligned to the Dance 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2025). In each term, the units outlined are designed to run concurrently and may be adapted as per the needs of the individual school context. The assessments in this document align with the assessment details included in the Dance (Year 11) – sample assessment schedule document published on the Dance 11–12 webpage of Planning, programming and assessing Creative Arts 11–12. The course requirements are outlined in the course structure and requirements section of the Dance 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2025).
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Table 1 – Term 1
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview
	Performance – students engage in learning that explores the conventions of contemporary dance practice specific to a dance style. The practical learning encompasses dance technique and safe dance practices specific to the context of the contemporary style which is taught through a series of class warm-up exercises, sequences and a dance work. Students are introduced to the elements of dance and learn how to use their bodies to communicate the choreographer's intent when performing a short, structured dance work.
Choreography – students are introduced to the language of choreography and learn about the responsibilities and protocols specific to the creation of dance works. Initial learning activities are driven by improvisation tasks in response to a range of stimuli that support students to generate abstract symbolic movements that communicate the intent. Students engage in individual and small group collaborative tasks to experiment with elements of dance, and structuring phrases.

	Outcomes
	DA-11P-01, DA-11P-02, DA-11P-03, DA-11P-04, DA-11C-01, DA-11C-02, DA-11C-03, DA-11C-04

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities in Performance and Choreography. The summative assessment is the performance of a dance work and a submitted analysis of their performance.
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Table 2 – Term 2
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview
	Choreography – students use a prop as stimulus to generate abstract symbolic movement, combine the elements of dance and structure a dance work to purposefully communicate an intent. The prop is used in an integral way to create and refine their personalised movement vocabulary to communicate the intent. Students reflect critically on their choreographic process.
Appreciation – students are introduced to the role of the viewer when watching and engaging with professional dance works. They use the language of dance analysis to engage with short excerpts from professional dance works, including an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander dance work and a work by an international choreographer. Students research and analyse the context of the dance works and identify the idea and intent evident within the excerpts. They describe how the choreographer has used the dancers, elements of dance and structure to communicate the intent.

	Outcomes
	DA-11C-01, DA-11C-02, DA-11C-03, DA-11C-04, DA-11A-01, DA-11A-02, DA-11A-03, DA-11A-04

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities in Choreography and Appreciation. The summative assessment is the presentation a choreographed dance work and a discussion.
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Table 3 – Term 3
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview
	Appreciation – the teacher selects one dance work from Term 2 to analyse in greater depth. Students analyse context and how the choreographer uses the dancers, the elements of dance and structure to communicate intent in the professional dance work.
Performance – students learn a short dance work in a different dance style to the one previously studied in Term 1. Students engage in regular dance classes to develop technique and kinaesthetic awareness specific to the stylistic features of the new dance work. Students learn to control and manipulate the elements of dance to communicate the intent. The structure of the dance work is deconstructed by exploring the auditory elements of the accompaniment that supports the communication of the intent of the dance work.

	Outcomes
	DA-11A-01, DA-11A-02, DA-11A-03, DA-11A-04, DA-11P-01, DA-11P-02, DA-11P-03, DA-11P-04

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities in Appreciation and Performance. The summative assessment is a written analysis of the Appreciation dance work studied in class.
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