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Table 1 – Photography, Film and Digital Media 7–10 scope and sequence
	Term
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Unit title
	Alchemical impressions
	Into the obscura 
	Suspended action
	Framing the familiar

	Assessment Outcomes
	PFM5-PMP-01
PFM5-CHP-01
	PFM5-PMC-01
PFM5-CHC-01
	PFM5-PMC-01
PFM5-CHC-01
	PFM5-PMV-01
PFM5-CHV-01

	Assessment
	Students develop a body of experimental photomedia artworks and analyse the practice of a selected photomedia artist in relation to their own developing practice.
	Students present a selection of their photomedia works and analyse contemporary and historical examples, applying Artworld concepts to explore meaning, context and value.
	Students create a series of sequential still images and a short moving image. Students interpret the meaning and significance of photomedia artworks using the Artworld concepts.
	Students produce a series of still life photographs and conduct an interview about a still life photomedia artwork informed by the Viewpoints.
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Table 2 – Photography, Film and Digital Media 7–10 scope and sequence
	Term
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Unit title
	Mise en scène
	Shot by shot 
	Light of our land 
	Streets that speak

	Assessment Outcomes
	PFM5-PMV-01 
PFM5-CHV-01
	PFM5-PMP-01 
PFM5-CHP-01
	PFM5-PMC-01 
PFM5-CHC-01
	PFM5-PMP-01 
PFM5-CHP-01

	Assessment
	Students plan and control mise en scène elements to construct meaning in a staged photomedia artwork, documenting their practice throughout. They also critically and historically interpret selected photomedia artists’ works through the Viewpoints.
	Students respond to feedback from formative assessment opportunities as they document their collaborative practice, work independently and collaboratively to create a short film, produce a showcase for audiences and complete a film review.
	Students produce a series of photographs of their local environment, using light to reveal aspects of landscape and community. They curate a selection of photographs supported by written text informed by the Artworld concepts.
	Students curate and contribute to a school exhibition, presenting a body of work that reflects their developed skills in photomedia practice. An accompanying statement demonstrates their understanding of the field.
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Term 1 – Alchemical impressions (25 hours)
Table 3 – Term 1
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview 
	What does ‘photography’ look like without a camera? How might alternative photomedia practices offer ways to document lived and temporal experiences?
Students explore the constructed nature of photomedia works by generating images without a camera. Through experimentation with photosensitive materials and varied light sources, they investigate the origins and evolution of cameraless photography. Students test plant-based emulsions, chemical processes and digital capture techniques to examine the alchemical relationship between light, time and material. Subject matter is drawn from organic materials, body contact and layered or translucent surfaces. Drawing on historical and contemporary examples of cameraless practices from diverse cultural contexts, students analyse how images function as evidence of presence, absence and lived experience. Through iterative experimentation, they refine their ideas and develop resolved works that reveal photography as a deliberate and transformative act of making.

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMP-01 selects and applies aspects of Photomedia practice to represent points of view in a body of work
PFM5-CHP-01 investigates and interprets aspects of photomedia practice to represent critical and historical perspectives

	Assessment 
	Students develop a body of experimental photomedia artworks and analyse the practice of a selected photomedia artist in relation to their own developing practice.
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Term 2 – Into the obscura (25 hours)
Table 4 – Term 2 
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview 
	Were photographs ever a reliable source of truth? In what ways does photography mediate truth and perception?
Students investigate the role of formal visual elements in photographs and how photographic images mediate reality rather than simply record it. They build pinhole cameras to investigate aperture, exposure and light sensitivity, recognising how materials, processes and technologies influence photomedia works. Digital transformation allows students to reimagine pinhole prints, introducing tonal control that aids image refinement. Drawing on historical and contemporary photomedia, students examine how meaning is shaped and how relationships between artist, artwork, world and audience evolve. They consider the ethical implications of digital manipulation and AI, exploring how these tools challenge authenticity and truth. 

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMC-01 makes and refines photomedia artworks to represent different ideas informed by an understanding of Artworld concepts and their relationships
PFM5-CHC-01 analyses and interprets photomedia artworks using the Artworld concepts and their relationships in Critical and historical studies

	Assessment 
	Students present a selection of their photomedia works and analyse contemporary and historical examples, applying Artworld concepts to explore meaning, context and value.
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Term 3 – Suspended action (25 hours)
Table 5 – Term 3 
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview 
	How does the portrait capture presence? How does the human face transform a fleeting moment into an enduring image?
Students explore how photomedia captures and manipulates moments in time through the lens of portraiture, investigating how the face, gaze and identity have been recorded across the history of photography and film. They examine portraiture conventions and how photomedia has captured identity and presence over time. Students plan and storyboard ideas, considering camera angles, framing, lighting, movement and timing to develop concepts that explore identity and the self. They experiment with depth of field, shutter speed, ISO and aperture to create mood and atmosphere, exploring film techniques such as sequencing, layering and looping across the history of cinema. Students analyse photomedia artworks using multiple Viewpoints to interpret meaning.

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMC-01 makes and refines photomedia artworks to represent different ideas informed by an understanding of Artworld concepts and their relationships
PFM5-CHC-01 analyses and interprets photomedia artworks using the Artworld concepts and their relationships in Critical and historical studies

	Assessment
	Students engage in regular formative assessments throughout the unit and create a series of sequential still images and a short moving image. Students interpret the meaning and significance of photomedia artworks using the Artworld concepts.
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Term 4 – Framing the familiar
Table 6 – Term 4
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview 
	How can everyday objects and familiar spaces hold memory and tell stories? What is revealed when students slow down and look closely at the world around them? 
Students explore how photomedia reveals the quiet beauty of everyday life and the familiar through still life. They investigate how artists use objects to communicate memory. Students examine still life photography across historical and contemporary contexts, exploring how compositional choices transform ordinary subjects into images that speak to a wider world. The unit develops technical skills in digital photography and editing, alongside conceptual approaches to still life photography. Students practise arrangement, lighting, the use of negative space, scale and texture to create considered and intentional still-life images.

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMV-01 applies and evaluates Viewpoints to refine artistic intent and represent meaning in photomedia artworks
PFM5-CHV-01 interprets meaning and significance of photomedia artworks and the world using Viewpoints

	Assessment 
	Students produce a series of still life photographs and conduct an interview about a still life photomedia artwork informed by the Viewpoints.
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Term 1 – Mise en scène
Table 7 – Term 1 
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview 
	How do photomedia artists ‘set the stage’ when constructing meaning in their artworks? How do the decisions we make before pressing the shutter determine the story an audience sees?
Students explore the symbolic and representative qualities of space, style, mood and characterisation as they construct a staged photoshoot using production design elements. They investigate historical and contemporary photographers and filmmakers who compose within the frame to communicate symbolic, personal, cultural and/or critical ideas to audiences, and explore ways to apply photomedia conventions in their own artmaking to represent their ideas about the world. Students consider how meaning can be created in photomedia artworks by carefully constructing a moment, planning and controlling what is revealed to audiences and inviting viewers into the narrative they have created.

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMV-01 applies and evaluates Viewpoints to refine artistic intent and represent meaning in photomedia artworks
PFM5-CHV-01 interprets meaning and significance of photomedia artworks and the world using Viewpoints

	Assessment 
	Students plan and control mise en scène elements to construct meaning in a staged photomedia artwork, documenting their practice throughout. They also critically and historically interpret selected photomedia artists’ works through the Viewpoints.
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Term 2 – Shot by shot
Table 8 – Term 2
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview
	How do filmmakers apply their knowledge of photomedia practice to create visually engaging and meaningful short films? How can students extend their practice from still to moving forms and represent a point of view to audiences in a short film?
Students respond to a stimulus and collaborate as a film crew, producing a short film that represents their shared intentions, choices and actions as filmmakers. They explore the language of film and apply their critical and historical interpretations of selected films as they learn to experiment with composition, framing, lighting, sequencing and sound to build a narrative. Students reflect on ethical and inclusive filmmaking practices to ensure their work is culturally sensitive and informed by an understanding of intellectual property, including Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual property (ICIP). They apply protocols for collaborative practice, including working safely with others in physical and online environments, giving and gaining consent, and controlling digital platforms to support respectful behaviour.

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMP-01 selects and applies aspects of Photomedia practice to represent points of view in a body of work
PFM5-CHP-01 investigates and interprets aspects of photomedia practice to represent critical and historical perspectives

	Assessment
	Students respond to feedback from formative assessment opportunities as they document their collaborative practice, work independently and collaboratively to create a short film, produce a showcase for audiences and complete a film review.
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Term 3 – Light of our land
Table 9 – Term 3
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview 
	How can light show a connection to the Australian landscape, communities and people? In what ways have photographers used light to convey identity, Country and belonging?
Students explore how light shapes representations of Australian landscapes, communities and portraits. They examine how photographic choices reveal stories of community and belonging. Building on prior camera skills and techniques, students refine exposure to manage wide-ranging lighting conditions, working with natural light across different times of the day. Students investigate Australian photomedia practices, focusing on Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander perspectives on Country, Community and portraiture, to inform and extend their own work.

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMC-01 makes and refines photomedia artworks to represent different ideas informed by an understanding of Artworld concepts and their relationships
PFM5-CHC-01 analyses and interprets photomedia artworks using the Artworld concepts and their relationships in Critical and historical studies

	Assessment 
	Students produce a series of photographs of their local environment, using light to reveal aspects of landscape and community. They curate a selection of photographs supported by written text informed by the Artworld concepts.
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Term 4 – Streets that speak
Table 10 – Term 4
	Essentials 
	Unit and assessment overview

	Learning overview 
	What stories do streets reveal about the people who move through them? How do photographers make ethical decisions when capturing life in public and domestic spaces?
Students explore street, documentary and reportage photography by capturing everyday moments that reveal personal and social narratives. They refine skills in composition, timing and framing to construct meaningful images while considering the ethical implications of photographing in public and domestic spaces. Through the study of historical and contemporary photomedia practice, students investigate how photographers represent public life and negotiate issues of authorship, power and the gaze. By experimenting with sequencing and juxtaposition, students shape meaning and build images into narratives that document and represent ideas about contemporary culture. Through ethical and innovative practice, they create photomedia artworks that express their perspectives and engage with contemporary life.

	Assessment outcomes
	PFM5-PMP-01 selects and applies aspects of Photomedia practice to represent points of view in a body of work
PFM5-CHP-01 investigates and interprets aspects of photomedia practice to represent critical and historical perspectives

	Assessment 
	Students curate and contribute to a school exhibition, presenting a body of work that reflects their developed skills in photomedia practice. An accompanying statement demonstrates their understanding of the field.
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