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Assessment due date: Term 2 Week 4
Outcomes being assessed
A student:
· MU5-COM-01 improvises, arranges or composes with stylistic understanding and musical expression
· MU5-COM-02 manipulates and combines the elements of music to create musical ideas
· MU5-LIS-01 uses listening skills to analyse music in relation to stylistic, cultural, historical and social contexts
· MU5-LIS-02 uses listening skills to evaluate how the elements of music are manipulated and combined
Music 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
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An original 2 to 3-minute film music composition and accompanying portfolio.
Composition
Create an original piece of music 2 to 3 minutes in length to accompany a selected film scene. 
The composition must be:
· submitted with notation and MP3 recording
· convey the emotions and themes presented in the film scene
· manipulate the elements of music to enhance the impact of the ideas presented in the film scene. 
Portfolio
Develop a composition portfolio to show the development of your understanding of film music as applied to your composition. 
The portfolio must include:
· a minimum of 2 student worksheets (completed as part of the unit) that demonstrate listening skills
· a minimum of 2 assessment portfolio opportunities from the unit
· class activities that inspired your composition writing, including a statement for each on what aspect of the activity influenced your composition
· peer reviews and teacher feedback
· a score or notation of your composition
· a recording or live performance of your composition
· a statement outlining the selected film scene and its context
· an analysis of how your music complements or enhances the film scene, addressing aspects such as mood, character development and narrative
· a reflection on your creative process, including challenges faced, musical decisions made, how feedback influenced your work and thoughts on your completed composition. 
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The score or notation and recording are to be submitted in class in the first lesson of Term 2 Week 4. If performing the composition live, the performance will occur during this lesson.
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Activity 1.1 – scoring for screen – student worksheet
Activity 1.2 – composing for film – student worksheet
Activity 2.3 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 2.4 – varying a theme worksheet
Activity 2.5 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 3.1 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 3.2 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 3.5 – What does a DAW tell us? student worksheet
Activity 4.2 – Freya Berkhaut’s composition process – student worksheet
Activity 4.6 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 5.2 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 5.3 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 5.5 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 5.6 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 6.1 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 6.5 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 7.1 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
Activity 7.2 – analysing a scene student worksheet
Activity 7.3 – assessment portfolio item opportunity
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Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	Some ways I can do this

	Create a portfolio
	Include documentation for each of the following steps in my portfolio.
This can be in hardcopy or digital format. It is best to do this along the way so it is not a big job at the end.

	Choose a film scene excerpt
	Watch different film scenes to find an excerpt that inspires me.

	Analyse the emotions and themes in my chosen excerpt
	View my chosen excerpt and identify the characters and themes. What mood do these characters, themes or visuals create? 

	Start to create musical ideas
	Experiment with different melodies and rhythms that match the visuals.

	Create emotions through music
	Using the mood(s) I have identified, think about how to express them through sound.

	Use the elements of music
	Focus on the elements of music (pitch, duration, dynamics and expression, performing media and timbre, texture and structure) when developing my composition to match what is happening on the screen.

	Identify the class activities that inspired my composition
	Keep notes during class on what listening and composing activities I found helpful or inspirational and why.

	Peer review and feedback
	Ask my peers and teacher to review my composition ideas and drafts to get feedback. Analyse the feedback and make adjustments to my composition as needed. 

	Create a score or notation of my composition
	Document my composition using notation software or handwritten notation.

	Record my composition
	I can use the recording from the notation software or plan and set up a session to record my composition. 

	Prepare for the recording or live performance of my composition
	Set up some rehearsal times for myself or with a small ensemble to prepare for the recording or live performance of my composition. 
Note: this is not required if submitting the notation software recording.

	Outline the selected visual media and its context
	Write a brief summary explaining the film scene and what it is about.

	Analyse how my music complements the visuals
	Reflect on how my music enhances mood, character development, and the story.

	Reflect on my creative process
	Write about the challenges I faced, the decisions I made, and how the feedback helped me improve my composition.
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Table 2 – assessment rubric
	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Composes original music to support the emotions of a film scene demonstrating stylistic understanding and musical expression 
	I can compose original music that effectively and creatively enhances the emotions of a film scene with sophisticated stylistic understanding and musical expression.
	I can compose original music that creatively supports the emotions of a film scene through successful stylistic understanding and considered musical expression. 
	I can compose original music that supports the emotions of a film scene with some stylistic awareness and some musical expression.
	I can compose some original musical material that attempts to support the emotions of a film scene. Consideration is given to stylistic aspects and musical expression, however there are frequent inconsistencies.
	I can compose some musical material. Musical expression and style are not realised.

	Manipulates and combines the elements of music to create musical ideas
	I can skilfully manipulate and combine the elements of music to create imaginative musical ideas.
	I can effectively manipulate and combine the elements of music to create musical ideas.

	I can manipulate and combine the elements of music to create musical ideas.
	I can manipulate and combine some elements of music to create developing musical ideas.
	I attempt to make some musical decisions about using the elements of music.

	Evaluates the use of the elements of music through the analysis of film music in relation to stylistic, cultural, historical and social contexts 
	I can critically evaluate the use of the elements of music in film, providing detailed analysis that clearly connects stylistic, cultural, historical and social contexts.
	I can evaluate the use of the elements of music in film, making clear connections to stylistic, cultural, historical and social contexts with relevant examples.
	I can analyse the use of the elements of music in film and make connections to stylistic, cultural, historical and social contexts.
	I can describe some elements of music in film and make general connections to stylistic, cultural, historical or social contexts.
	I can identify a few elements of music in film but show little understanding of stylistic, cultural, historical or social contexts.

	Presents a portfolio demonstrating the creative process, development of and reflection in writing a composition for a film excerpt
	I can comprehensively document my creative process and development and perceptively reflect on composing music for a film excerpt.
	I can thoroughly document my creative process and development and reflect on composing music for a film excerpt.
	I can document my creative process and development and soundly reflect on composing music for a film excerpt.
	I can document my creative process or development with basic reflection on composing music for a film excerpt.
	I can present some evidence of my creative process or development, or elementary reflection on composing music for a film excerpt.

	Analyses repertoire in relation to its context
	I can analyse repertoire to perceptively interpret music in relation to its film music context.
	I can analyse repertoire to interpret music in relation to its film music context.
	I can analyse repertoire in relation to its film music context.
	I can describe repertoire in relation to its film music context.
	I can describe repertoire and/or ideas about its film music context.

	Uses listening skills to evaluate how the elements of music are manipulated and combined
	I can demonstrate extensive understanding of how composers manipulate and combine the elements of music to create musical ideas.
	I can demonstrate thorough understanding of how composers manipulate and combine the elements of music to create musical ideas.
	I can demonstrate sound understanding of how composers manipulate and combine the elements of music to create musical ideas.
	I can demonstrate basic understanding of how composers manipulate and combine the elements of music.
	I can demonstrate elementary understanding of the manipulation or combination of the elements of music by composers.
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Resources that are provided to support you in completing this task are listed below.
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Table 3 – composition planner A
	Time
	Duration
	Pitch
	Dynamics and expression
	Performing media and timbre
	Texture
	Structure

	0:00–0:10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0:11–0:20
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0:21–0:30
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0:31–0:40
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0:41–0:50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0:51–1:00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:01–1:10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:11–1:20
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:21–1:30
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:31–1:40
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:41–1:50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1:51–2:00
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Table 4 – composition planner B
	Description of what is on screen
	Duration
	Pitch
	Dynamics and expression
	Performing media and timbre
	Texture
	Structure
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Table 5 – peer review feedback form
	Peer review
	What do I want to do with the feedback?

	How do the composition ideas support the film scene excerpt?
Suggestion(s):
Rank:
☐	Great
☐	Needs minor changes
☐	Still more work to be done
	

	How does the notation reflect the intention of the music? 
Suggestion(s):
Rank:
☐	Great
☐	Needs minor changes
☐	Still more work to be done
	

	What are you doing well?
	

	Recommendations
	

	Reviewer name:
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Table 6 – teacher review feedback form
	Teacher review
	What do I want to do with the feedback?

	How do the composition ideas support the film scene excerpt?
Suggestion(s):
Rank:
☐	Great
☐	Needs minor changes
☐	Still more work to be done
	

	How does the notation reflect the intention of the music? 
Suggestion(s):
Rank:
☐	Great
☐	Needs minor changes
☐	Still more work to be done
	

	What are you doing well?
	

	Recommendations
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