

Drama Stage 5 (Years 9–10)
200-hour sample scope and sequence
Consulted with: Curriculum and Reform and subject matter experts
Creation date: 12 March 2024


[bookmark: _Toc112409826][bookmark: _Toc147483514]From me to we – exploring collaboration through devising (25 hours)
Table 1 – Term 1
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Course requirements
	At least one group-devised performance.

	Learning overview
	Students collaborate, improvise and devise in response to stimuli. They work together, using dramatic processes that enable physical, emotional and cultural safety, to generate a collaborative culture that is respectful and inclusive. Students engage in workshops and dramatic play as they embody their responses to a range of stimuli and explore the elements of drama by improvising, rehearsing and devising. They use improvising processes, including offering, accepting and extending as ways to devise imaginative and sensory theatrical moments. Students collaborate by seeking, exchanging and questioning perspectives as they co-construct theatrical moments for an audience. They collaboratively select and apply dramatic elements as they shape and refine a devised theatrical moment. Students consider the ways in which collaboration enables trust, creative risk taking and connection.

	Assessment outcomes
	DR5-MAK-01, DR5-MAK-02, DR5-PER-02, DR5-APP-01

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities They use dramatic processes and dramatic elements to collaboratively workshop and stage a short group-devised performance. Students document and reflect on their creative choices and experiences of engaging with dramatic processes in group-devising.
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Crafting character – performing scripted works (25 hours)
Table 2 – Term 2
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Course requirements
	At least one scripted work.

	Learning overview
	Students develop characterisation and performance skills through their exploration of scripted works. They apply respectful protocols when exploring scripted works by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander playwrights. Students enact, analyse and interpret scripted works to consider how a character’s journey can be shaped. They explore the ways scripted works express characters’ identities, values and perspectives. Students investigate key acting practitioners and develop performance skills through the embodiment of characters, situations and/or ideas. They improvise, experiment and use trial and error, applying and adapting the elements of performance to shape their characterisation. Students use script conventions and dramatic elements to develop a performance from a scripted work with a clear intention and dynamic characterisation. They reflect on how their creative choices can influence the experience of an audience.

	Assessment outcomes
	DR5-PER-01, DR5-PER-02, DR5-MAK-02, DR5-APP-01

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities They craft and perform a scene or moment from a scripted work. Students create and present multimodal work to document and reflect on creative and critical processes and analyse creative choices.
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Table 3 – Term 3
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Course requirements
	At least one group-devised performance. At least one scripted work.

	Learning overview
	Students make a short film and explore the ways in which collective creativity is generated through individual participation. They learn about the diverse roles required to produce a short film and consider how each of these roles collectively contributes to shared ownership and intention. Students explore the language of film as they learn to create coherent dramatic structures and manipulate the dramatic elements to sustain audience engagement. They reflect on the ethical processes used by artists to ensure their work is culturally sensitive and informed by an understanding of intellectual property. Students collaborate to make a short film and use protocols for working safely with others in online environments, including giving and gaining consent and controlling digital platforms to support respectful behaviour. They co-construct processes of documenting, generating and refining ideas, creating strategic plans and timelines, and contributing to rehearsals and production meetings. 

	Assessment outcomes
	DR5-MAK-01, DR5-MAK-02, DR5-PER-01, DR5-APP-02

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities. They work independently and collaboratively to create a short film and produce a showcase for an audience.
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Nothing is neutral – designing for theatre (25 hours)
Table 4 – Term 4 
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Course requirements
	At least one scripted work.

	Learning overview
	Students learn how theatre designers manipulate the elements of production, including set, costume, lighting, props, sound and technologies. They examine how designers explore artistic, cultural, social and personal contexts to shape theatrical expression. Students consider how designers, directors and actors work together with shared intention. Students make, accept and extend creative and critical interpretations of drama in response to production design processes, ideas and materials from their own and/or model works. They explore texts and make a design in their chosen form as an individual project. Students evaluate peers’ designs and consider how design choices communicate dramatic meaning. They collaborate to produce a culturally-safe event that showcases their designs for an audience.

	Assessment outcomes
	DR5-APP-02, DR5-MAK-01, DR5-PER-02 

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities and evaluate and provide feedback for peers’ individual projects. They collaborate to showcase design projects for an audience.


Drama 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2023.

Creating innovative theatre – group-devised performance (50 hours)
Table 5 – Terms 1–2
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Course requirements
	At least one group-devised performance.

	Learning overview
	Students explore ways of making innovative theatre as they create a group-devised performance. They investigate how diverse practitioners and companies challenge cultural and creative assumptions. Students learn about the ways practitioners and companies use creative and critical processes to reimagine existing structures and conventions to generate theatrical innovation. They invent their own innovative theatre company by collaboratively shaping shared philosophies and practices through improvising, rehearsing and devising. Students use protocols for safe processes to structure and document rehearsals. They adapt and evolve their use of dramatic elements as they create a theatrical experience.

	Assessment outcomes
	DR5-MAK-01, DR5-PER-01, DR5-PER-02, DR5-APP-01

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities. They facilitate a workshop to immerse an audience in the processes and practices of their own theatre company. Students create and stage an innovative group-devised performance which invites an audience to feel and/or think differently about existing cultural and/or creative assumptions.
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Finding voice – crafting a play (50 hours)
Table 6 – Terms 3–4
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Course requirements
	At least one scripted work.

	Learning overview
	Students use creative and critical processes to explore scripted works and develop their voice as a playwright. They deepen their knowledge of dramatic contexts through their exploration and analysis of a range of scripted works. Students workshop and embody these works to consider how playwrights craft unique voices and engage audiences. They collaborate to explore the ways ideas, images and stories are communicated through the manipulation of dramatic elements and script conventions. Students use respectful approaches to working with Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander content to analyse how playwrights use form and style to craft a theatrical journey for an audience. Students craft language through dialogue, action and stage directions. They create and develop tension through their control of dramatic structure and elements. Students write a short, scripted work that reflects their artistic, cultural, social and personal contexts.

	Assessment outcomes
	DR5-MAK-01, DR5-MAK-02, DR5-APP-02, DR5-PER-02 

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities. They direct a moved reading and reflect on feedback about dramatic elements and script conventions. Students refine and present a scripted work with clear intent.
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