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Music Stage 4 – sample assessment task – Garage to Grammys
Assessment due date: Term 4 Week 4
Outcomes being assessed
A student:
MU4-PER-01 uses performance skills to demonstrate understanding of the elements of music and communicate musical ideas
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Task description
Present an ensemble performance of the given piece – ‘Feelin’ Blues-E’ to the class. Ensure all parts of the arrangement are presented within the ensemble, with individual students choosing to demonstrate either melodic, harmonic or rhythmic roles. You will be assessed on your ability to sustain and securely play your nominated part and maintain your role within an ensemble. The performance must demonstrate the following:
· at least 3 members fulfilling each role – Part 1, Part 2 and Part 3
· each ensemble member must consider their individual role in the ensemble and their contribution to the overall balance of the ensemble
· each ensemble member performs using either acoustic or electric guitars, or a combination.
[bookmark: _Toc148336767][bookmark: _Hlk166060133]Submission details
You will present your ensemble performance during class time.
Formative check-in opportunities
Whole class, group and individual feedback will be provided verbally during lesson time in Weeks 3 and 4. Students will be provided guidance on using and developing correct technique to refine their playing. Advice will also be given on how to rehearse effectively to ensure ensemble balance and security within parts, supporting development of a successful performance.


[bookmark: _Toc148336768]Steps to success
Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	Some ways I can do this

	Actively participate in all class performance activities, rehearsals and performances
	Try my best when learning to play the instruments
Be consistent and persistent when I practise
Reflect on my development and focus attention to areas that I need to improve
Ask for help if I feel I need support in building my skills

	Refine and develop correct technique
	Maintain use of correct technique when I play the guitar
Work on securing sections that I find challenging
Focus on achieving goals to improve my technique, such as clear tone or securing a particular pattern
Listen to feedback to help me develop areas that will improve my performance
Ensure correct posture and safe playing practice when I play
Practise securing my part before working with others in my ensemble
Ensure I choose a tempo that is appropriate for everyone to play their part in time
Group reflection after our rehearsal time to discuss what is working and what needs attention

	Successful performance
	Check accurate tuning and balance of instruments, especially if I’m using amplified equipment
Practise including a 1-bar count in or an effective way to start the piece together
Practise working in a U or V shape format to help us communicate as an ensemble
Maintain a consistent tempo with my ensemble
Ensure that my part is balanced and can be heard in the ensemble through keeping clear articulation and tone
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Assessment rubric
Table 2 – assessment rubric
	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Technical proficiency
Demonstrate safe instrumental practices including correct posture and technique
	I can maintain exceptional technique throughout the performance, demonstrating good posture and playing position and correct finger technique on both the strumming and fretting hand.
	I can maintain good technique during the performance, demonstrating good posture and/or playing position and correct finger technique on the strumming and/or fretting hand.
	I can play with some technique during the performance, demonstrating good posture and/or correct finger technique on the strumming and/or fretting hand.
	I can attempt to play with some elements of guitar technique with support reminders from the teacher.
	I understand and can demonstrate some elements of guitar technique but cannot maintain them during a performance.

	Score accuracy
Demonstrate accuracy in performing from a musical score
	I can demonstrate exceptional playing skills in performing from musical scores, playing each pitch and rhythm accurately while maintaining a steady tempo throughout my performance.
	I can demonstrate good playing skills in performing from musical scores, playing each pitch and rhythm accurately throughout my performance.
	I can demonstrate some good playing skills in performing from musical scores, playing with mostly accurate pitch and/or rhythm throughout my performance.
	I can demonstrate some understanding of performing from musical scores, playing with some accurate pitch or rhythm with frequent stops and support reminders from my teacher.
	I can demonstrate limited understanding of performing from musical scores, with many lapses in pitch and rhythm throughout my performance.

	Expression
Communicate musical ideas with expression
	I can communicate sophisticated musical ideas with expression by incorporating a range of dynamics and articulation techniques in my performance.
	I can communicate musical ideas with expression by incorporating dynamics and articulation techniques in my performance.
	I can communicate some musical ideas with expression by incorporating dynamics and/or articulation techniques in my performance.
	I can attempt to communicate musical ideas with expression by using some dynamics in my performance.
	I can experiment with dynamics during rehearsal, but this is not communicated during my performance.

	Ensemble techniques
Perform in an ensemble recognising my own role and the role of others
	I can demonstrate an excellent awareness of my role within an ensemble and apply appropriate protocols of responsibly working with others by ensuring I keep a secure balance in the ensemble sound, communicate effectively with my ensemble members throughout the performance and adjust my playing to support others.
	I can demonstrate an awareness of my role within an ensemble and apply protocols of responsibly working with others by balancing my part in the ensemble sound, communicating with my ensemble members and adjusting my playing if required.
	I can demonstrate some awareness of my role within an ensemble and a responsibility of working with others. I can notice when there are some balance issues in the ensemble and try to communicate with my ensemble members and/or adjust my playing if required.
	I can show basic awareness when playing in an ensemble and I try to adjust my playing to match others, but don’t always maintain balance, communication and/or timing.
	I have limited awareness when playing in an ensemble and often get out of time with those I am playing with.
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