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Table 1 – Term 1
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Repertoire requirements
	Global music culture and art music

	Learning overview
	Students develop knowledge in music literacy through the development of skills in performing, composing and listening. They learn about the elements of duration and pitch through engaging with beat and rhythm notation, melody and basic score reading. They participate in class singing and performing activities on body, tuned and untuned percussion, and experiment with different ways of combining and documenting musical ideas using notation forms. Students use listening skills and memory to clap, sing or play and transcribe musical patterns using notation. They explore a range of repertoire including art music and global music culture. As class routines are established, students explore and apply safe vocal and instrumental practices and protocols for working safely and responsibly with others.

	Assessment outcomes
	MU4-PER-01, MU4-LIS-01, MU4-COM-01

	Assessment
	Classroom performance, composition and listening activities including rhythmic dictation.


Music 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
Sound lab (25 hours)
Table 2 – Term 2
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Repertoire requirements
	Art music and popular music

	Learning overview
	Students explore how sound combinations are used in music through a variety of ensemble types. They investigate how composers use performing media and timbre, texture and expression to communicate musical ideas in art, popular and electronic music. Students develop instrumental skills on pitched instruments, performing in a range of music styles to communicate musical ideas and experiment with technologies to explore creative possibilities. They use a range of sound sources, sound production methods, timbres and digital technologies to improvise, generate, compose, manipulate, arrange, notate and record musical ideas. Students listen to music and use appropriate musical terminology to identify the performing media and musical features of the repertoire. They use their listening skills to reflect and improve on their own performances and compositions during creative and practical processes.

	Assessment outcomes
	MU4-COM-01

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities, and in small groups, compose a short composition by combining layers of sounds.
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Bigger than the song (25 hours)
Table 3 – Term 3
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Repertoire requirements
	Music of Australia, including music of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, global music culture and popular music

	Learning overview
	In this unit, students learn that songs hold deeper stories, functions and meanings as they listen to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander voices and come to understand how music of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples can communicate Cultural understanding of Place, Country or Languages. Through story sharing and community collaboration, students engage respectfully with Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander music and stories and learn to make ethical choices about how music is used in performance and composition, including use of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) protocols. They build their skills by singing and playing songs by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples and compose music inspired and influenced by Aboriginal music, while working with local Community Knowledge Holders where possible.

	Assessment outcomes
	MU4-COM-01, MU4-LIS-01

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities and compose a piece of music that is inspired and influenced by Aboriginal music, while working with local Community Knowledge Holders. Students create a podcast that compares their composition to an Australian song studied in class, while also acknowledging any Cultural Knowledges shared for their composition and the ICIP protocols they respectfully followed during the songwriting process.
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Garage to Grammys (25 hours)
Table 4 – Term 4
	Essentials
	Unit and assessment overview

	Repertoire requirements
	Jazz and popular music

	Learning overview
	Students develop performance skills on guitar, keyboard, bass, vocals and drums through selected repertoire. They learn how the foundations of popular music evolved from blues and jazz through to rock and pop. Students are assessed on performing a given piece, demonstrating melodic, harmonic and rhythmic roles within an ensemble. Students listen to and perform music from a variety of styles, periods and genres to identify, understand and describe how the elements of music have been used and manipulated. Students collaborate in small groups to create an original composition or arrange a popular song, making musical decisions that reflect the elements of music.

	Assessment outcomes
	MU4-PER-01

	Assessment
	Students are provided with regular formative assessment opportunities when performing individually and in small groups. Students perform demonstrating melodic, harmonic and rhythmic roles within an ensemble and are assessed on their ability to maintain their role and work with others.
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