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[bookmark: _Toc223970945]Music Stage 4 – sample assessment task – Bigger than the song
Assessment due date: Term 3, Week 10
Outcomes being assessed
A student:
MU4-LIS-01 uses listening skills to describe music in relation to stylistic, cultural, historical or social contexts and the elements of music
MU4-COM-01 improvises, arranges or composes using the elements of music to create musical ideas
Music 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc223970946]Task description
Part A – original composition 
In small groups, create an original song inspired by the music of the Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander artists you have studied and the connection with local Community Knowledge Holders. Your composition must feature a clear vocal line and at least one additional musical layer such as a bass line or accompaniment. Consider the elements of music to creatively express the story of the song and apply protocols with respect for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander musicians, Communities and Cultural Knowledges, as well as Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP).
Your composition must include:
· song lyrics connected to your experience with local Community Knowledge Holders 
· a minimum of 2 musical layers that fulfil melodic and harmonic and/or rhythmic roles 
· a completed composition planning and reflection worksheet
· a score (traditional or graphic) of a short section of your composition showing each layer
· a recording of the final composition.

Part B – podcast
Create a 3 to 5-minute podcast that compares an Australian work studied in class and your own composition. Your podcast will outline your own composition process and its musical features, discuss your understanding of the chosen work and describe each piece of music in relation to Cultural understanding, context and how the elements of music support the storytelling, messages or ideas. Your podcast should include the following components.
· Acknowledgement of Country – begin with an Acknowledgement of Country for the Lands you are on. Describe how the Knowledge Holders’ stories helped shape your song and express your gratitude.
· Introduction – introduce yourselves and explain what your podcast is about. Make sure you include the title and artist of the studied work and list all contributors of your composition and their roles.
· Cultural understanding – explain how the composer of your chosen studied work communicated Cultural understanding of Place, Country or Language.
· ICIP protocols – acknowledge any Cultural Knowledge shared by Community members and explain how you followed Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) protocols respectfully during the songwriting process.
· Creative breakdown – provide a clear step-by-step explanation of how your song was created. Explain how the local Community Knowledge Holders inspired your composition in relation to your understanding of Place, Country or Language.
· Comparison – identify and compare the key musical features in your composition and the chosen studied work. Discuss the elements of music through context and how they support the storytelling, messages or ideas.
· Conclusion – credit each person and their contribution to the project. Reflect on what you learned and thank the audience for listening.
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Your teacher will guide you to select the best submission format. This may include:
uploading your composition and podcast to BandLab
uploading your composition and podcast to your LMS.
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Ongoing feedback will be provided in the following ways:
class rehearsals
BandLab workshops
lyric-writing sessions
peer reviews 
discussions with the teacher.
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Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	Some ways I can do this

	Connect
	Reflect on the stories, messages or ideas my local Community Knowledge Holders shared and consider how I can express them successfully through my composition

	Lyrics
	Use the lyrics created in class with the Cultural Knowledge Holder(s) 
OR
use the class-developed lyrics as inspiration and build on them with my own ideas
Reflect on the stories, messages or ideas in the lyrics and express them respectfully through my song

	Compose vocal line
	Create a rhythm that best fits the lyrics
Experiment with rhythm, phrasing and pitch to help tell the story of my lyrics

	Additional musical layer
	Create a bass line and/or chord structure and/or drum pattern to support my vocal line
Remember to support the melody when adding a layer. For example, keep the rhythm steady or add harmony
Explore how the additional layer(s) could be incorporated into my composition. For example, playing it live, using a MIDI recording or using loops 
Consider whether I will use live musical instruments, music technology or a combination of both to make the composition engaging for my audience 

	Elements of music
	Make deliberate musical decisions to express mood, Place and meaning
Reflect on what I have learned from the Cultural Knowledge Holder(s) and reflect that in my musical decisions
Use the elements of music to create interest and variety in my song. For example:
duration: tempo, beat, rhythm
pitch: vocal line shape and harmony
dynamics and expression: loud and soft sounds, accented notes or smooth, legato phrases
performing media and timbre: instrument and vocal sounds that reflect the story/message of the lyrics
structure: organisation of your song. Will the chorus repeat between each verse? Will there be an instrumental bridge?

	Score
	Create a score that shows at least a verse or chorus section of my composition
I can choose if I want this to be in traditional or graphic notation. 
An example of traditional notation could be a lead sheet where the vocal line rhythm and pitch is shown with lyrics and chord charts.
An example of graphic notation could show the vocal line and accompanying bass line using signs and symbols to reflect rhythm and pitch. Lyrics would be placed appropriately on the graphic notation score.

	Record my composition
	Consult with my teacher on how the recording is to be completed
Consider balance when recording to make sure that the lyrics are clear and the story is told

	Podcast
	Select a piece of Australian music that we have studied in class that I enjoyed the most
Access ‘Activity 10.1 – podcast planning worksheet’ and complete the points in Part B of the task description. Remember that the podcast is to be between 3 to 5 minutes in length 
Ask my teacher how to record the podcast 
Practise my podcast to make it sound clear, natural and confident
Record my podcast

	Planning and reflection worksheets
	Access ‘Activity 8.1 – composition and podcast assessment’ worksheet and complete the Composition planning and reflection tasks throughout the composition and podcast process, from the initial ideas to the completed composition and podcast
Always reflect on the meaningful connections between my song and what I learned from the Cultural Knowledge Holder(s) and ICIP protocols

	Submit my assessment task
	Get instructions from my teacher about how to submit my composition score, recording and podcast
Submit by the due date
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Table 2 – assessment rubric
	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Composing 
Demonstrates composition skills by creating an original piece inspired by the respectful use of shared Cultural Knowledge 
	I can create an original, well-organised composition that clearly shows respectful understanding of shared Cultural Knowledge with effective use of composition skills and techniques.
	I can create an original, organised composition that shows respectful understanding of shared Cultural Knowledge with confident use of composition skills and techniques.
	I can create a composition that respectfully incorporates shared Cultural Knowledge with competent use of composition skills and techniques.
	I can create a composition that shows some awareness of respect for shared Cultural Knowledge but demonstrates some inconsistencies in organisation and composition skills.
	I can create a composition that attempts to show awareness of respect for shared Cultural Knowledge but demonstrates frequent inconsistencies in organisation and basic composition skills.

	Listening
Demonstrates listening skills through a podcast by describing musical influences and decisions using the elements of music
	I can demonstrate excellent listening skills by clearly and insightfully describing music influences and decisions, confidently using the elements of music to support explanations in the podcast.
	I can demonstrate confident listening skills by effectively describing musical influences and decisions, using the elements of music to support explanations in the podcast.
	I can demonstrate competent listening skills by describing musical influences and decisions, with some use of the elements of music in the podcast.
	I can demonstrate developing listening skills by attempting to describe music influences and decisions, with limited use of the elements of music in the podcast.
	I can demonstrate listening skills by providing minimal and unclear descriptions of music influences and decisions, with little or no reference to the elements of music in the podcast.

	Demonstrates listening skills to describe music in relation to stylistic, cultural, historical or social contexts 
	I can demonstrate excellent listening skills by clearly and thoughtfully describing music within stylistic and cultural contexts, accurately recognising and respectfully acknowledging Cultural Knowledge and ICIP protocols.
	I can demonstrate confident listening skills by effectively describing music in relation to stylistic and cultural contexts, showing respect for Cultural Knowledge and ICIP protocols.
	I can demonstrate competent listening skills by describing music in relation to stylistic and cultural contexts, with awareness of Cultural Knowledge and ICIP protocols.
	I can demonstrate developing listening skills by attempting to describe music in relation to stylistic and cultural contexts, with limited awareness of Cultural Knowledge and ICIP protocols.
	I can demonstrate listening skills with minimal and unclear descriptions in relation to stylistic and cultural contexts and little to no awareness of Cultural Knowledge and ICIP protocols.
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Resources that are provided to support you in completing this task include:
composition planning and reflection worksheet
podcast planning scaffold worksheet
BandLab tutorials
teacher feedback during class activities and check-ins.


[bookmark: _Toc223970952]References
[bookmark: _Hlk221135434]This resource contains NSW Curriculum and syllabus content. The NSW Curriculum is developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). This content is prepared by NESA for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales. The material is protected by Crown copyright.
Please refer to the NESA Copyright Disclaimer for more information https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa/copyright.
NESA holds the only official and up-to-date versions of the NSW Curriculum and syllabus documents. Please visit NESA https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/nesa and NSW Curriculum https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au.
Music 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024. 


© NSW Department of Education, Mar-26	[image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026
The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material).
Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.
[image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially.
Attribution should be given to © State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2026.
Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license:
· the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material
· material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its material.
Links to third-party material and websites
Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students.
If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites.

image1.png




image2.png




image3.png
NSW

GOVERNMENT





image4.svg
                              


